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Country Life 

Racing Partnerships 


Country Life Farm • Bel Air, MD 21014 • 410.879.1952 • www.countrylifefarm.com • info@countrylifefarm.com 


OBS $28,000 KY-bred filly by Kentucky Derby winner OBS $20,000 VA-bred filly by Twirling Candy, 

SUPER SAVER, out of 2-time G1 millionairess BELLE out of El Prado mare. Family of champion 

GALLANTEY ($1,134,270). 10 Shares at $2,800 each. MARCHFIELD. Aiming for 2019 Colonial 

Downs meet. 10 Shares at $2,000. 


We bought three 2yos at Preakness 
Sale in May and three more at OBS in 
June. Sold Out, in 10% Shares, to racing 
veterans and newcomers alike. 


Rick Bosshard (PA) 

Bob Bowman (AZ) 

Tom Brannock (VA) 

Bill Brewster (OK) 

Cape Fear T ; breds (NC) 
Cedar Valley Farm (MD) 
Chesapeake Capital (MD) 
Lee Christian (SC) 
Country Life Farm (MD) 
John Courson (AZ) 
Harlan Crossman (AZ) 
Jonathan Davis (NY) 
Larry Davis (MD) 

Evan Ferraro (KY) 

Bob & Faith Hahn (SC) 
Carol Holden (VA) 

Lucy Howard (NY) 

James Jones (NC) 

JPK T ; breds (MD) 

Robert Kern (DE) 


Kyle Kirby (MD) 

David Krasnoff (DE) 

Jimmy Kuhlman (VA) 
Lancaster House T'breds (KY) 
Jay Lebow (MD) 

Dennis Lynch (KY) 

William Marlow (MD) 

John Matlusky (DE) 

Charles Morgan (MD) 

Guy Pastore (PA) 

Greg & Ellen Pierce (MD) 
Jerry Radford (VA) 

Rajet Holdings (TX) 

William Riches (PA) 

Sally Robinson (OH) 

Harold Rottman (MD) 

Lance Scott (MD) 

Mike Stone (VA) 

Thomas Sychuk (MD) 

Jesse Ullery (KY) 


At stud: Divining Rod (Tapit), Freedom Child (Malibu Moon), 

Friesan Fire (A.P. Indy), Mosler (War Front), Super Ninety Nine (Pulpit) 

Josh Pons 443.807.0644 ■ Michael Pons 410.459.8517 ■ Christy Holden, Gen. Mgr. 410.808.1325 


OBS $35,000 FL-bred Mineshaft filly, out of stakes- 
placed Seeking the Gold mare Luna Dorada. 

2nd dam G1 winner LARAMIE MOON (Arg). 
Worked in :10 flat. 10 Shares at $3,500 each. 
















Midlantic 
Fall Yearlings 


SEPTEMBER 30 - OCTOBER 1 


ENTRIES CLOSE: JULY 5 


ENTER NOW! 


TIMONIUM, MARYLAND 


2018 SALE PRODUCED 

2ND HIGHEST MEDIAN 

IN SALE HISTORY!* 

*+7% OVER 2017 


RECENT GRADS INCLUDE: 





ARMY MULE 

Carter H. (Gl) 



PUMPKIN RUMBLE 

Valedictory S. (G3) 


ft* 

LONG ON VALUE 

HighlanderS. (Gl) 



STILL HAVING FUN 

Woody Stephens S. (G2) 



CALL PAUL 

Saratoga Special S. (G2) 
Swale S. (G3) 



ST. JOE BAY 

San Carlos S. (G2) 



410.392.5555 I fasigtipton.com 
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In this issue 


War of Will sparkles in Preakness 

Involved in a controversial Kentucky Derby 
disqualification, War of Will makes the most 
of his opportunity in the Preakness Stakes at 
Pimlico for overjoyed trainer Mark Casse and 
jockey Tyler Gaffalione. By Tom Law. Page 16 

Catholic Boy gets confirmed 

Headlining a stakes-filled day, Catholic Boy makes his 
2019 debut and comes through in the Dixie Stakes 
(on turf) for trainer Jonathan Thomas. Kentucky’s 
Calumet Farm wins two before finishing second in 
the big one. Mitchell Road steps up for half-brother 
Country House. By Tom Law and Joe Clancy. Page 24 

‘Honor’ in the Black-Eyed Susan 

Stretching out in distance, Point of Honor thrives in 
Black-Eyed Susan after missing the Kentucky Oaks 
for trainer George Weaver to lead a deep card on 
Preakness Friday at Pimlico. By Tom Law. Page 30 


It takes two 

Jessica Hammond works to rehome former runners 
as program adminstrator for Maryland’s Beyond 
the Wire, and has herself teamed up with ex-runner 
Zabarajad (Ire). By liana Cramer. Page 36 

Fireworks at Timonium 

The scoreboard at Fasig-Tipton Midiantic’s 
burgeoning May 2-year-old sale goes to new heights 
as records get set for individual price and gross. 

The sales-topper went to Marylander Michael Lund 
Petersen for $1.8 million. By Joe Clancy. Page 40 

Welcome back, champ 

Champion steeplechaser 
of 2017, Scorpiancer (Ire) 
returns to take the first Grade 1 of 2019. Meanwhile, 
Optimus Prime (Fr) makes his case with a stakes win 
in Virginia. Over timber, Andi’amu (Fr) lands the 
Virginia Gold Cup. By Joe and Sean Clancy. Page 62 



Cover: Preakness Smiles. Trainer Mark Casse and jockey Tyler Gaffalione bask in the win by War of Will while heading to the winner’s 
circle in the Pimlico infield. Photo by Rick Buckley 
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LIVE RACING 

AUGUST 8 - SEPTEMBER 7 



HOME OF 



V I R Gl N I A 

OAKS 



FEATURING THE RENOWNED COLONIAL DOWNS 
TURF COURSE. VISIT COLONIALDOWNS.COM FOR 
RACING INFORMATION, STALL APPLICATION AND 
CONDITION BOOK. 

NEW KENT, VA | COLON I ALDOWNS.COM 13#© 

CONTACT RACING SECRETARY, 

ALLISON DE LUCA AT ADELUCA@COLONIALDOWNS.COM 











MARYLAND-BRED STAKES SCHEDULE 

Through October 2019 


July 14 

$75,000 BEN’S CAT 3YO & Up, 5V 2 Furlongs, Turf 

$75,000 JAMEELA 3YO & Up, Fillies and Mares, 5V 2 Furlongs, Turf 


August 17 - Maryland Pride Day 
$75,000 STAR DE NASKRA 3YO, 6 Furlongs 
$75,000 MISS DISCO 3YO Fillies, 6 Furlongs 
$75,000 FIND 3YO & Up, 1 Vi 6 Miles, Turf 

$75,000 ALL BRANDY 3YO & Up, Fillies and Mares, 1 Vi 6 Miles, Turf 



Maryland Million Bonuses on ALL Maiden Races 
for Maryland Million-Sired Winners: 

$2,500 for maiden special weight & maiden-claiming $ 50,000 
$2,000 for maiden-claiming $ 25,000 

$1,500 for maiden-claiming $ 16,000 • $1,000 for maiden-claiming $ 10,000 
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July 14 Closing Friday, July 5,2019 
$100,000 STORMY BLUES S Fillies, 3Y0,514 fur., turf 
$75,000 JAMEELASMD -Bred/MD-Sired, Fillies and mares, 3 & up, 
514 fur., turf 

$75,000 BEN'S CAT S MD-Bred/MD-Sired, 3 & up, 514 fur., turf 

$75,000 CONCERN S3Y0,7 fur., dirt 

$75,000 TWIXTS Fillies and mares, 3 & up, 7 fur., dirt 


August 17 Closing Thursday, August 8,2019 

MARYLAND PRIDE DAY - MD-Bred/MD-Sired 

$75,000 FIND S 3 & up, 114 mi., turf 

$75,000 ALL BRANDY S Fillies and mares, 3 & up, 114 mi., turf 

$75,000 STAR DE NASKRA S 3Y0,6 fur., dirt 

$75,000 MISS DISCO S Fillies, 3Y0,6 fur., dirt 


September 21 Closing Thursday, September 12,2019 

$250,000 FRANK J. DE FRANCIS MEMORIAL DASH-G3 

3 & up, 6 fur., dirt 

$200,000 BALTIMORE/WASHINGTON INT'LTURF CUP-G3 

3 & up, 1 mi., turf 

$200,000 LAUREL FUTURITY 2Y0, 114 mi., turf 
$150,000 BALD EAGLE DERBY 3Y0,114 mi., turf 
$100,000 SELIMA S Fillies, 2Y0,114 mi., turf 
$100,000 SENSIBLE LADY TURF DASH 

Fillies and mares, 3 & up, 514 fur., turf 

$100,000 LAUREL DASH S 3 & up, 5J4fur.„ turf 
$100,000 WEATHER VANE S Fillies, 3Y0,6 fur., dirt 


Maryland Jockey Club ab 


LatrePark^ 


LaurelPark.com 


September 28 Closing Thursday, September 19,2019 
$150,000 ALL ALONG S Fillies and mares, 3 & up, 114 mi., turf 

$100,000 LAUREL TURF CUP 3 & up, 114 mi., turf 
$100,000 ANNE ARUNDEL COUNTY S Fillies, 2Y0,514 fur., turf 
$100,000 HOWARD COUNTYS 2Y0,5J4fur., turf 
$75,000 CHALLEDON S 3 & up, 7 fur. dirt 
$75,000 SHINE AGAIN S Fillies and mares, 3 & up, 7 fur. dirt 
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MID-ATLANTIC REPORT 


SAY IT AGAIN 


“This man looks 10 years younger 
than he looked five years ago.” 
Fasig-Tipton’s Boyd Browning Jr., saying hello 
to retired sales consignor Rick Abbott at the May sale 


“I needed all of them, too.” 

Jockey McLane Hendriks, who sweated off 9 pounds 
bejore riding in a training flat race at Fair Hill May 24; 
Hendriks’ mount Silver Crescent (GB) won by a head 


“That’s $250 each.” 

Auctioneer Steve Dance, coaxing 
a $500 bid increase out oj two buyers 


“The tie always goes to the customer.” 
Fair Hill Races betting clerk, who took down her 
Next Window Please sign to accept one more bet 


“You got a waver back there?” 

Auctioneer Joseph Mast, trying to sell Hip 382 
as someone said hello to a, friend in the pavilion 

“I hope he runs faster than ya’ll bid.” 

Auctioneer Tom Biederman, who’d had it with slow bidders 

“A guy offered me a seat on his plane if I bought 
his filly . . . It’s a shame she wasn’t on my list, 
might have pushed me over the edge.” 

Buyer Kenny McPeek, contemplating 
a flight back to Kentucky at the sale 

“They don’t know me very well, 
that’s why they let me in.” 

Irish Thoroughbred Marketings David Burns, 
on watching the Preakness from the Stronach tent at Pimlico 

“We’re just going to eat potatoes for the next month.” 

Buyer Michael Fund Petersen, on how he was 
going to pay for a $1.8 million 2-year-old 

“Do you know how many people 
asked me about that?” 

Wasabi Ventures Stables’ T.K Keugler ; on whether he bought 
the 2-year-old named Wasabi Girl at Timonium; he did not 


NAMES OF THE MONTH 

Skip the Smalltalk: The Maryland-bred 2-year-old 
is by Jump Start out of Casual Kiss. Three Diamonds 
Farm spent $55,000 on the colt (originally named 
Yourbarnormine by breeder Cynthia McGinnes) at 
Timonium’s May sale. 

We Made It: The 4-year-old Maryland-bred gelding, a 
winner at Laurel Park in February, is by Congrats out of 
Worthwhilepursuit. 


“I brought him here when he was 12 
years old. I’m so proud of him.” 

Rudy Trombetta, watching the Preakness 
with his son Mike, trainer of Win Win Win 

“There’s no pressure on me. Anything I get is more 
than I have. If I was 2-5 or something, I’d be washing 
out and thinking of all the ways I could lose.” 

Trainer Dale Romans, a half-hour before finishing 
second in the Preakness with longshot Eve fast 

“Holy . . . I’ve never seen this 
before. I have 259 texts.” 

Trainer Mark Casse, a half-hour 
after winning the Preakness with War of Will 

“This is the Preakness. We just won the 
Preakness. I really don’t care who was in it.” 

Casse, on absent Kentucky Derby starters at Pimlico 

“I took three years of it, and was 
practicing it at the same time.” 

Trainer Mark Hennig, who delivered instructions 
to his team in fluent Spanish before the Preakness (all 
we got was the time, 5:45 or “cineo quarenta cinco ”) 

“You know that turtle all the kids touch at the 
University of Maryland for luck. It’s just like that.” 
Steward Ross Pearce, who walks past an oversized framed 
program from the 1985 Preakness Stakes, featuringformer 
trainee Southern Sultan, on the way to the stand at Pimlico 

“Trust me, I’ve had a couple already. 

I’m trying to make this a really good day.” 
Pimlico Black-Eyed Susan seller ; 
on the qualily of his product 

“All credit to my guys at the barn, I sort of sit 
back and do nothing. I just sort of watch.” 

Trainer Jack Sisterson, downplaying his role after 
Eexitonian won a stakes on Preakness Day 
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Man on the Spot 

Johnson manages bidders in the ring at Fasig-Tipton 

By Joe Clancy 


H ip 350 at Fasig-Tipton Midiantic’s 
May 2-year-old sale passed his 
reserve and kept going as bids flew 
like seagulls on a boardwalk full of unat¬ 
tended french-fry cups —$460,000 . . . 
$470,000 . . . $480,000 ... a brief stall. . . 
$490,000 . . . another gear shift and away 
it went as potential buyers swapped raises. 

By sheer happenstance, or some sort 
of sick plot, bidders John Kimmel, John 
Servis and Josh Stevens all sat in the same 
section of the sales pavilion—to the auc¬ 
tioneer’s right—separated by mere rows 
while spending $10,000 on the nod of a 
head or raise of a finger. All three wanted 
the horse, a colt by Triple Crown winner 
American Pharoah, and all three wanted 
the attention of bid spotter Tom Johnson. 
Good thing he’s an expert. 

“That’s part of the job, though they’re 
not always in the same section like that,” 
he said of managing competing bids. “You 
get a little pecking order to it and you 
just have to concentrate on letting them 
know they’re in, or when they’re in and 
when they’re not. They get confused when 
they’re that close together because they 
don’t know if you’re looking at them or 
not. You’ve got this one, that one, and that 
one too.” 

Johnson kept it straight, calling “Yes!” as 
each man lodged a bid. Eventually, Stevens 
won the battle—getting the colt consigned 
by Paul Sharp for $530,000 —and giving 
Johnson a minute to breathe. 

A bid spotter’s job at the sale involves 
recognizing bidders, informing the auc¬ 
tioneer of live bids and keeping the whole 
thing on track. A single auctioneer could 
never handle the flurry of activity—not 
over 600 horses anyway—so each spotter 
gets an area of the arena (typically sections 
of seats, but also including the back ring 
areas behind the auctioneer) and signals 
bids back to the auctioneer. 

Dressed in Fasig-Tipton’s signature gray 
pants, blue blazer, white shirt and blue tie, 
Johnson looks like he could be a man¬ 
ager at the local bank, maybe a high-school 
principal in Baltimore County-and then 


he sits down to talk. He’s from Texas, 
obviously, and really can’t wait to get out 
of the dress clothes and get home to his 
cattle operation. 

“I ranch for a living,” he said, crafting 
a verb from a noun. “We run cattle, about 
1,500 to 2,000 head on hand all the time. I 
take the coat and tie off when this is over 
and put jeans and a cowboy hat on when I 
get home.” 

In Wortham, Tex., 100 miles south 
of Dallas/Fort Worth, a typical day for 
Johnson involves riding a horse, not sell¬ 
ing one. He moves cattle, checks on the 
pastures and rides all over the 5,500 acres 
either owned or leased by his business. 

When he’s not doing that, he’s at auc¬ 
tions of a different type. His business 
Johnson Cattle Marketing does just what 
its name says-markets cattle. A few days 
before Timonium’s record-setting 2-year- 
old sale, Johnson helped sell 1,200 replace¬ 
ment females “including pairs, bred cows, 
bred and open heifers ... palpated and sold 
in uniformly sorted groups to fit any cattle¬ 
man’s needs.” 

They don’t bring seven figures, but 
they’re also in demand, and the web¬ 
site descriptions would rival those of any 
Thoroughbred consignor’s. 

• 25 Registered Brahman open heifers, 
these have been our crowd favorites for 
years! Real beefy type with lots of breed 
character, combined with excellent pedi¬ 
grees. The quality is over the top through¬ 
out this young set of females and the 
disposition is absolutely the best. 

• 22 Registered Brahman open heifers, 
a real impressive group of females, all 
sired by either V8 or J.D. Hudgins branded 
Brahman bulls. Good disposition, quality 
combined with eye appeal marks all the 
boxes on these registered heifers. 

• 30 Gray Brahman open heifers, a hand 
selected offering of these sister mates that 
are real impressive. All sired by two Elmo 
sons, these heifers pack a real punch of 
quality. Will sort sale day into several really 
fancy groups. 



“We can group them five to 10 at a 
time, whatever people want,” Johnson said 
of the auction process. “It moves pretty 
quickly.” 

Johnson wound up working for Fasig- 
Tipton when the company conducted sales 
in Texas and needed experienced people 
“20 to 25 years ago.” He’s been part of 
the team ever since, traveling to Kentucky, 
Maryland, Florida, New York, wherever 
needed. 

“They write me a check, so it helps sup¬ 
port my habit of being in the cattle busi¬ 
ness,” he said with an easy laugh. “I enjoy 
the people, the camaraderie of the guys 
working the ring. You travel with them and 
get to know them after lots of years. The 
whole crew is like one big family.” 

The work is serious, however, and 
Johnson knows his job comes with respon¬ 
sibility. Buyers want their bids to be seen, 
and sellers want to know somebody’s pay¬ 
ing attention to who’s bidding. As it did 
with Hip 350, the process can come with 
pressure. 

“I guess when you’re right on the bub¬ 
ble with a big horse and you’ve got people 
that want him and have been after him 
and if they’ve lost the bid right there at 
the end, that gets kind of tense,” he said. 
“You want them to leave with what they 
want and there’s always that kind of buyer’s 
remorse [or underbidder’s remorse] when 
they think if they’d only bid one more time 
they’d have gotten the horse. My job is to 
try and keep that from happening.” ^ 
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MID-ATLANTIC REPORT 


MILESTONES 


Won: Her first race as a trainer, Olympian 
and former amateur steeplechase jockey 
Suzanne Stettinius, who sent out Mint 
Meadows Farm’s Mokheef to score in a 
$14,000 claimer going a mile on the turf at 
Pimlico Race Course May 27 in his second 
start off the claim. Stettinius took 
Mokheef for $5,000 last December at 
Laurel Park. “I don’t even know how I feel, 
it was so exciting,” said Stettinius. The 
native of Parkton, Md., represented the 
United States at the 2012 Summer 
Olympics in London, competing in mod¬ 
ern pentathlon. “I can tell you what was 
more fun [than the Olympics], and it was 
winning my first horse race.” 

Amassed: 17 points to lead the 2019 
MATCH Series after two races, Ms Locust 
Point. Winner of the Primonetta at Laurel 
in April and second in Penn National’s 
Penn Ladies Dash June 1, she leads 
Completed Pass by three points. The third 
of the Series’ five stops comes at Delaware 
Park July 13. 


Sold: A half-brother to Preakness 
Stakes-Gl winner War of Will at the Fasig- 
Tipton Midlantic May 2-year-old sale. The 
bay colt, by Tapit, was consigned by 
Wavertree Stables and purchased for 
$260,000 by L&N Racing three days after 
his big brother (by War Front) produced 
the mother of all catalog updates. The 
colts are out of the Sadler’s Wells mare 
Visions of Clarity (Ire). For more sales 
coverage, see page 40. 

Announced: Colonial Downs’ stakes 
schedule for the 15-day race meeting that 
begins Aug. 8 and runs through Sept. 7. 
The 17 stakes worth $1.8 million are led by 
the $250,000 Virginia Derby-G3 and 
$150,000 Virginia Oaks Aug. 31. The track 
named veteran race caller Jason Beem as 
the official track announcer, and Merv 
Huber as the track’s racing analyst and pad- 
dock host. 

Finalized: Laurel Park’s stakes schedule 
for the remainder of 2019, consisting of 


42 stakes worth $4,275 million in purses. 
Highlights include two Super Saturdays in 
September (eight stakes on Sept. 21 and six 
Sept. 28), Maryland Million Day Oct. 19 
and five $100,000 stakes Dec. 28. 

Participated: In the sixth annual Canter 
for the Cause event at Pimlico Race Course 
June 2, more than 170 riders from across 
the Mid-Atlantic region, ranging in age 
from 2 to 80. The ride raises awareness 
and funds for the Thoroughbred Aftercare 
Alliance and allows people to take a lap of 
the historic Baltimore racetrack on horse¬ 
back, — and even visit the winner’s circle. 
“We had 12-hand ponies up to 18-hand 
horses. We had ex-jockeys, children and 
businessmen and women riding. We had all 
breeds of horses. It was such a great vari¬ 
ety of people and animals,” said 
Georganne Hale, vice president of racing 
development for the Maryland Jockey 
Club. “It was great to see so many horse 
owners excited to ride on the historic 
Pimlico racetrack.” 



Contact our eouine nutritionist Michelle Jen nines to learn more about how The Mill can help optimize vour horses’ performances 
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GO FIGURE 

^ ^Estimated number 
VJ \J of horses owned 
by Calumet Farm. The Kentucky 
operation won two stakes on 
Preakness Day, and was second in 
the Preakness, at Pimlico. 

3 Guys in homemade jockey suits 
wandering around the Pimlico 
grandstand on Preakness Day. 


THE BIZ 

The Independent Voice for Mid-Atlantic Racing and Breeding 

Two decades on, memories of 
Victory Gallop still resonate: While 
he’s best known for spoiling Real 
Quiet’s Triple Crown bid, it was at 
Colonial Downs that the career of 
Victory Gallop began to take flight. 
Nick Hahn looks back. 

VA Racing Commission told of 
progress at Colonial Downs: John 
Marshall, the Senior Vice-President of 
Colonial Downs, updated the Virginia 
Racing Commission on the improve¬ 
ments and timeline towards the site’s 
first “re-opening’ day on Aug. 8, 
reports Hahn. 

Veteran jock Jose Ferrer home and 
happy at Monmouth: The ever-resil- 
ient jockey Jose Ferrer, 54, hopes to 
defend his Monmouth riding title just 
two years after suffering a nearly 
career-ending injury. Jim Hague 
reports. 

Trainer Jose Camejo making most 
of unexpected path: His riding career 
ended by injury, Jose Camejo now is 
building a strong training operation 
with 45 horses at Delaware Park and 
more elsewhere. Doug McCoy reports. 

Pricey purchase Gnarly Mo cruises 
to maiden score: Gnarly Mo, a 
$385,000 auction purchase as a year¬ 
ling, made his first step toward earning 
his keep with a dominant maiden score 
at Laurel Park in June. Frank Vespe 
provides the details. 

Little but strong Parisian Diva 
makes her statement: Parisian Diva 
nearly pulled off an 11-1 upset in the 
Alma North, opening up plenty of 
options for trainer Stacey Viands 
reports Ted Black. 


1 , 


AHP recognizes 
Mid-Atlantic Thoroughbred 


A tribute to the life of the late Maryland 
trainer Eddie Gaudet written by long¬ 
time Mid-Atlantic Thoroughbred contrib¬ 
utor Vinnie Perrone was one of six awards 
for the magazine for material published in 
2018 and presented at the American Horse 
Publications Equine Media Awards June 1 
in Albuquerque, N.M. 

Perrone’s article “A Rich Man,” pub¬ 
lished in February 2018, took first place 
among 17 entries under the personality 
profile category, single article (circulation 
or users under 10,000). Comments from 
the judges included “the article provides 
a clear glimpse into the subject’s life with 
well-written anecdotes and a judicious use 
of good sources. The details of the sub¬ 
ject’s accomplishments are clear, but so is 
his personality.” 

Two submissions in the category ser¬ 
vice to the horse industry, single article (16 
entries), were recognized: Sandra McKee’s 
“Mothers of Necessity” about nurse mares 
in the April 2018 magazine finished second 
and drew the following comments: “really 


an excellent article with great informa¬ 
tion, a fabulous lead and lots of great 
quotes and personal experiences integrated 
throughout,” while adding it “pulled you 
in and left you wanting more and kept 
it that way throughout the story.” Third 
was Joe Clancy’s “Slow Down?” from the 
May issue, a look at breezing 2-year-olds 
at the sales. “This was a really good topic 
and excellently written. You did a great 
job integrating strong, meaningful quotes 
throughout.” 

Honorable mentions went to Barrie 
Reightler for publication staff single adver¬ 
tisement (20 entries) for “It’s Green Up 
Time” that appeared in May 2018, and 
publication cover page, circulation under 
10,000 (27 entries) for the July 2018 cover 
of Justify’s Preakness run which Reightler 
designed using Steve Heuretz’s photo. 

Under the general excellence catego¬ 
ry for association publications, circula¬ 
tion under 15,000 (7 entries), Mid-Atlantic 
Thoroughbred earned an honorable mention. 


HOTSiriQ Around. Jockey Forest Boyce (left), who should know better, 
teaches a new skill at the Green Spring Valley Hounds pony camp in June. 
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S pend just a few hours with Michelle 
Rosenkilde at her Monkton, Md., 
farm, and you’ll leave hoping you’ll 
end up reincarnated as one of her horses. 
Michelle and her husband, Jeff, have 
created a home for every living thing, be 
they human, canine, feline or equine. 

It’s a life that 24-year-old bay gelding 
Reese has shared with the Rosenkildes 
for the past 17 years. And given his 
laundry list of isms and peculiarities, he’s 
beyond lucky to have made such a soft 
landing. 

Reese was bred in Maryland by Henry 
S. Clark and Henry S. Clark III, with the 
latter also owning and training him. By 
Poles Apart out of the Oh Say mare 
Green Spring, Reese’s entire racing career 
spanned nine winless starts as a 4-year- 


old in 1999, five at Laurel Park and four 
at Pimlico Race Course. He hit the board 
just twice, with his best effort a second 
in his final start. His career earnings were 
a modest $6,305. 

Those were inconsequential details 
to Rosenkilde when she met Reese three 
years after that racing career ended. 

“My friend Tasha McKnight told 
me about him; her friend Kelly [Kees] 
Magee had him. They sent me a picture, 
and he was really gorgeous. Kelly said 
she had wanted to make him a show 
horse because he’s a really pretty mover, 
but she just didn’t have time for him.” 

Rosenkilde brought him home 
without even sitting on him first—not an 
unusual practice for her. 


“I thought ‘Well, I could use a horse for 
Jeff.’ So I went down to get him and oh 
my God-I put him on the trailer and he 
pawed and hooted and moved back and 
forth the whole time. He’s like a scaredy- 
cat. He carries on all the time, and it’s like 
everything goes wrong for him. I got him 
home just relieved he hadn’t hurt himself.” 

Michelle and Jeff have informally 
crafted a joy-filled base camp of sorts for 
fledgling and veteran riders who love to 
foxhunt. She always has an ear and eye 
open for a potential mount and usually 
keeps six to eight horses in rotation and 
ready to hunt at any given time. 

Jeff hunted Reese once, with a “thanks 
but no thanks” end result. 

“Jeff did an unbelievable job,” Michelle 
said. “But I need my husband alive.” 

Michelle enlisted the help of a few 
professionals for more training. All 
offered the same advice: “You should get 
rid of this horse.” 

Despite Reese’s personality, Michelle 
soldiered on. He was miserable to deal 
with, biting just about everyone within 
reach, and was definitely low man on the 
totem pole among the herd, rarely without 
a bump, nick, scrape-occasionally 
worse-from his pasture mates. 

“He wasn’t a horse who was dangerous,’ 
Michelle said. “He did like to buck; he got 
us all off. But then we hunted him and 
hunted him and hunted him, and he was an 
iron horse. I mean, it’s all he wants to do.” 

In Reese, Michelle had finally found 
the one creature on the planet who 
matches her profound passion for 
foxhunting. 

Neighbor Jenn Seidl began riding with 
the Rosenkildes as a young girl about 15 
years ago, helping to keep the hunters in 
shape. When Reese first came into the 
fold, Seidl would ride her bike to the farm 
from her home just up the road. 

“The big joke was that if she got down 
the hill to my house and Reese wasn’t in 
the field, she would turn around, go home 
and say ‘Miss Michelle, my father said I 
have to blah blah blah . . .’ She didn’t want 
to ride him because he was so ornery,” 
Michelle laughed. 

A few years ago, Jenn brought Reese 
in from the field with a nasty gash on his 
head. The wound required stitches and 
four weeks of rest. On the day he was to 
resume activity, Jenn tacked him up, led 
him to the mounting block and he froze. 

“As soon as she turned the stirrup, he 
looked like he was about to rear up, go 
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backwards or fall down,” Michelle said. “It was awful. He’d 
gotten clunked in the head, so we figured something’s wrong. So 
I told Jenn not to get on him, and I was at my wit’s end. I’m the 
assistant hunt secretary for Elkridge-Harford Hounds, so I called 
Joe Davies [trainer of three-time Maryland Hunt Cup winner 
Senior Senator]. I told him what was going on, and he said he’d 
come over as soon as he had a chance.” 

Davies showed up a few days later with Maryland Hunt Cup¬ 
winning jockey Eric Poretz. Michelle had a silent panic attack. 

“I see them get out of the car and I’m thinking 'The Hunt 
Cup winner ... oh my God. Reese is gonna kill him and 
everybody in town’s gonna hate me.’” 

Davies legged up Poretz. They hacked a bit, popped over a 
jump, mounted, dismounted, untacked, retacked, and mounted 
again. Within the span of 10 minutes, Reese was re-wired and 
back in business. 

Over the years, Michelle has worked out a myriad of issues 
with the gelding. She discovered that Reese hated flatwork under 
saddle . . . but he loves being ponied. Reese is now ponied 
alongside another horse. Since he was constantly picked on by 
other horses, the Rosenkildes built him a run-in shed with a 
stall, and he is now turned out with just one other horse. As he 
prefers to be fed outside, the new shed gave him a quiet place to 
have his meals in peace. 

“He’s sassy. He’s a very hard keeper. He’s quirky. He’s herd- 
bound,” Michelle said. “But when you are hunting, there is no 
better horse. He’s so smart, just the coolest thing. One time we 
were galloping along on the best run, and he completely came 
to a dead stop and held his front foot up. I was panicking. My 
friend Stacie Eggleton was with me, and she jumped off her 
horse and ran over and grabbed Reese’s leg. She said, 'There’s a 
corncob in his frog.’ And I mean it was IN there. So she pulled it 
out, jumped up on her horse and off we went.” 

Other than Michelle, one of the few riders to hunt Reese was 
a teenage girl named Emily Bosley. 

'All she wanted to do her whole life was ride and hunt,” 
Michelle said. “So we got her all outfitted, and you should see 
the pictures of her on Reese. She was beyond excited.” 

On the night before the 2007 Maryland Hunt Cup, 17-year- 
old Emily was killed in an auto accident. Everyone at the 
Rosenkildes’ barn was devastated. Then came a phone call with a 
poignant, special request from Emily’s mother. 

“I have to ask a great favor,” she told Michelle. “She so loved 
you and she loved Reese . . . and he has to be at the funeral.” 

Michelle and Jeff agreed, took Reese and another horse 
Houston to the cemetery in Bel Air. 

“There were all these people and kids and cars at that 
cemetery and she wanted [the horses] right up there in the 
middle of it all where the chairs were,” said Michelle. “Emily 
loved Reese and Houston. And they both stood there the whole 
time; they never moved. It was like they knew.” 

The old boy shows no signs of slowing down. Michelle vows 
to continue hunting Reese until he tells her the time has come to 
throw the tack on one of the seven other “Reese replacements” 
she has waiting to fill his formidable shoes. They have their work 
cut out for them. 

“This horse has taken such good care of me for all these years. 
We know each other so well that I don’t even have to think. Did 
I tell you I adore him? He’s just the coolest thing.” ^ 
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TOD MARKS 


Editorial 


by Joe Clancy 



Seeing the end, 
and the means 

. . the end is not in question. It’s the 
means—the dreadful uncertainty of the 
means. ” 

J ohn Steinbeck was writing about race 
relations in America in 1962 when 
he finished a paragraph in Travels with 
Charley , in Search of America with that. It’s a 
punch of a sentence, or two sentences I 
guess. A hard, quick punch. Bap. And then 
it’s gone. You want to read it again, even 
though you know you’ll get punched. 

Steinbeck had just witnessed organized 
protests of a single black child attending a 
public school in New Orleans. He’d talked 
to people, picked up hitchhikers, taken the 
pulse of a community even without really 
trying to do so. While many in the country 
could not, he could see the end—though 
you could argue that nothing has truly 
ended, only changed. 

The author’s description made me think 
of racing. When it comes to reform, the 
end is not in question. Just the means, and 
they are full of uncertainty. 

Just like the rest of the world, American 
Thoroughbreds will race without the anti¬ 
bleeding medication Lasix someday. Like it 
or not. Support it or not. It’s coming. 

There will be a national governing body 
with totally uniform rules, penalties and 
the rest. The doping will stop, or at least 


today’s version of doping (whatever that 
is) will stop. 

Whip rules will be standardized. 

Stewarding will be the same, in all states. 

Safer synthetic surfaces will find anoth¬ 
er foothold. 

Already important, horse welfare will 
play an even bigger role. 

All that-and more-is the end. How 
we get there, that’s the means. Some say it 
will take an act of Congress, a new racing 
law to replace the various state laws which 
govern racing now. Others say federal 
legislation is the wrong path, that it will 
ruin racing. Regardless, the path will rise, 
fall, twist and turn like a Pennsylvania road 
with two lanes and a three-digit number 
and racing will go for a ride. 

You ready? 

I’m pro-Lasix, or at least pro-Lasix with 
an eye on the future. Racing should keep 
Lasix, but stop blaming it for things like 
breakdowns or a weakening of the breed. 
It’s a highly regulated medication that stops 
exercise induced pulmonary hemorrhaging. 
If you’ve ever seen a horse bleed from its 
lungs, you know why many trainers don’t 
want to see Lasix discontinued. Lasix isn’t 
perfect. There’s a negative. Maybe Lasix 
use does dehydrate horses so much that 
each race takes a bigger toll, shortens 
careers, impacts health. I know too many 
horses are on it, just because it’s there. But 
don’t get rid of it. Manage it. Decrease 
maximum dosages, experiment with Lasix- 
free races, change the requirements to use 
Lasix the first time. I’ve been told by train¬ 
ers and veterinarians that longer races pro¬ 
duce fewer incidents of bleeding, because 
the horses run slower and experience less 
stress. Write more of those. At some point, 
take stock of Lasix and make an educated, 
non-knee jerk decision. 

The reform movement somehow links 
Lasix with cheating. Lasix isn’t cheating. 
Lasix might be the only thing that keeps 
the cheaters from winning ALL the races. 
Take it away, and you’ll punish the trainer 
who follows the rules, who doesn’t push 
the envelope, who can’t hire the right (or 
wrong) person. 

I’m pro national rules for medication 
thresholds, testing protocols, penalties, 
licensing, officiating, record-keeping and 


anything else you can name. Thoroughbred 
racing in North America (hello, Canada) 
should be conducted under one set of 
rules. Period. The end. If that’s not the 
goal, then we’re wasting time. There’s just 
too much crossover. Too many horses 
move from one circuit to another, too 
many trainers maintain divisions in mul¬ 
tiple states to continue with the state-by¬ 
state regulation. I concede we’ve made 
lots of progress, but progress isn’t enough. 
Try selling progress to people who only 
watch racing during the Triple Crown, the 
Breeders’ Cup or when HBO’s Real Sports 
dives into deaths at the racetrack. 

Is legislation the answer? I don’t know. 
House and Senate versions of the Horse 
Racing Integrity Act have been introduced 
now. Breakdowns fuel more public support, 
as does the simple passing of time. Racing 
ought to be negotiating a different version 
of the bill-one that sets aside Lasix (for 
now). Put Lasix in the cupboard and work 
on everything else. People want concrete 
rules for therapeutic medication, out-of- 
competition testing, a penalty system with 
teeth and fairness, uniform stewarding, 
standardized pre-race protocols and a few 
dozen other things. Figure them out. Lasix 
can wait. The rest really can’t. 

While we’re here, I’m for smaller stud 
books. Bring more stallions to the fore, 
spread the gene pool. I’m for more syn¬ 
thetic tracks. They produce fewer break¬ 
downs and ought to be part of the future. 
I’m for extending the window on thera¬ 
peutic medication use. Now, some drugs 
can be given within 24 hours of a race 
(whether they have an effect or not is 
debatable, but trainers still do it). Make it 
36, then 48. Then see if fewer trainers do 
it at all. I’m for better technology. How can 
more horses get access to therapeutic treat¬ 
ments-hyperbaric chambers, cold water 
spas, salt therapy, acupuncture, massage, 
chiropractic and so on? Cost is a huge 
factor here, but couldn’t the hundreds of 
millions of dollars generated for racing 
by casino gambling help subsidize horse 
health in addition to purses? 

Do all that, some of that, any of that 
and we’re getting somewhere. Think about 
the end for a moment and maybe the 
means won’t look so dreadful. % 


14 Mid-Atlantic Thoroughbred JULY 2019 



Uptowncharlybrown Stud LLC 

GRADED STAKES-WINNING STABLE 
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3 straight years: 
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in the owner standings! 

3 straight years: 

30 percent win percentage 

3 straight years: 

62 percent in the money 

3 straight years: 

22 percent stakes horses 


Have you ever 
wondered about owning 
a thoroughbred racehorse? 

Thought you couldn’t afford it? Well, think again! Thanks to the 
No. 1 thoroughbred racing partnership, UTCB Stud, you too 
can now afford to own a fractional share in a racehorse! 






Opportunity 
Knocks^ 

War of Will gets clean trip to bounce 
back from Derby disappointment 



By Tom Taw 



I ark Casse didn’t want to hear about redemption, revenge or 
| retribution. He simply wanted a chance. 

A chance to add an American classic to the eight he’s col¬ 
lected in Canada since 2007. A chance to not wind up the punch line of a 
joke. And most definitely a chance for War of Will, the best 3-year-old in 
the trainer’s barn in 2019, to display his talent on one of racing’s biggest 
stages after being denied that two weeks earlier in the Kentucky Derby-Gl. 


The 144th Preakness Stakes-Gl pro¬ 
vided that chance at Pimlico Race Course 
May 18, and Casse and his horse made the 
most of it. 

Owned by Gary Barber and ridden by 
Tyler Gaffalione, War of Will won the 
$1.5 million Preakness, adding a classic 
victory to wins this season in the Lecomte 
Stakes-G3 and Risen Star Stakes-G2 and 
helping erase some of the bad memories 
of the Louisiana Derby-G2 and Kentucky 
Derby-Gl. In the former, he stumbled 
shordy after leaving the gate, lost his action 
and faded to ninth as the heavy favorite. In 
the latter, he was impeded by Maximum 
Security turning for home and finished 
eighth to initiate the first winning dis¬ 
qualification in Derby history. Maximum 
Security finished first, but was placed 
17th by the stewards, handing the win to 
Country House, setting off some riveting 
television and igniting days of debate. 

Opinions flew like swallows at San Juan 
Capistrano, complicated—as only racing 


can be—by the varied interests of bettors, 
owners, trainers, jockeys, officials and the 
like. Maximum Security’s owner Gary West 
tried to file a protest, but Kentucky rules 
don’t allow stewards’ decisions about race 
infractions to be appealed. West appeared 
on the Today Show and talked about fair¬ 
ness, transparency and corporate greed. 
Another defender of the Derby’s first 
finisher attempted to blame War of Will 
for the interference, presenting a frame-by- 
frame video analysis. In short, the Derby 
aftermath—including 22 minutes of stew¬ 
ards’ deliberations and a statement (but no 
questions) to the media-created plenty of 
opinions but did little to make racing look 
good. 

At first, the Preakness might have 
seemed the perfect place to settle it all but 
even that thought proved short-lived as 
Country House and Maximum Security 
were withdrawn from consideration early. | 
Casse committed to the Triple Crown’s sec- | 
ond jewel, however, and relished the idea I 
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Trainer Mark Casse (right) follows War of Will (left) and a lead pony back to the barn after training during Preakness Week. 


of giving War of Will that elusive chance 
after all that transpired. The Preakness was 
a classic. He’d love a chance to win it. 

“I’ve been following horse racing since 
I was like 5, so 50-some years, and the 
Preakness has always been so big to me,” 
Casse said after War of Will won by 114 
lengths from longshot Everfast and 11 
other 3-year-olds. “There was so much 
written, so much said that our horse never 
had a [chance], he wasn’t going to win, he 
wasn’t going to do this, and I felt bad. I felt 
bad for him and I felt very bad for Gary 
Barber. 

“I just wanted a fair shot. That’s all I 
wanted. You know, we were coming back 
in two weeks and there were a lot of fresh 
shooters ... A lot of people said, 'This is 
revenge or something’ No. I just wanted 
to win.” 

War of Will did what took him five 
starts to do, win, but also something 
that he’s made a habit of. The Preakness 
marked the fourth victory in six starts for 
the son of War Front purchased for Barber 
out of a French 2-year-old sale by Casse’s 
younger brother Justin. 

War of Will didn’t just win the Preak¬ 
ness, he did it in validating style, running 


a similar race from the same inside post 
position he exited in the Kentucky Derby. 
He and Gaffalione didn’t encounter any 
traffic troubles this time—like they did in 
the Derby when Maximum Security veered 
sharply right near the quarter pole. 

Never worse than fourth and never 
more than 314 lengths behind off honest 
fractions in the H/b-mile Preakness, War of 
Will responded to an adjusted, quieter pre¬ 
race warm-up, relaxed when he needed to 
and handled the field with little doubt. He 
won in 1:54.34, well off Secretariat’s record 
but good enough to draw raves from a 
trainer on the winning end seven times at 
the middle jewel of the Triple Crown. 

“This track is playing really speedy this 
week, but 1:54, that’s honking,” said trainer 
Bob Baffert, who lingered near the turf 
course as Casse and his team were feted on 
the porch of the infield winner’s circle area. 

Baffert, whose horse Improbable fin¬ 
ished sixth as the 5-2 favorite, also compli¬ 
mented his colleague. 

“I bought Chilukki from him way back 
in the day; she was a champion 2-year-old 
filly [of 1999],” Baffert said of Casse, 
who started training in the late 1970s but 
only sparingly in the 1990s while working 


for the late Harry Mangurian and prep- 
ping and pinhooking horses for 2-year-old 
sales. “He’s a great horseman, his dad, his 
brother, they’re all great horsemen. I think 
he saw us buying all these great horses 
and said, 'The hell with that. I want to do 
that.’” 

Casse came close to winning a Preakness 
in 2017, sending out champion 2-year-old 
male Classic Empire to a second behind 
Cloud Computing. Classic Empire came 
into the race off a troubled run in the 
Derby, when he hobbled at the start and 
was hammered hard from a horse to his 
inside and another to his outside while 
breaking from the auxiliary gate. 

War of Will’s troubles in Louisville 
garnered much more attention, thanks to 
the disqualification of Maximum Security, 
the elevation of Country House to the win 
spot and subsequent protests lodged by the 
would-be Derby winner’s connections. 

Owners Gary and Mary West and train¬ 
er Jason Servis opted to skip the Preakness 
with Maximum Security—pointing for the 
$1 million Haskell Invitational-G1 this 
month for the homebred son of New 
Year’s Day. Country House developed a 
cough in the days following the Derby, 
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Calm amid the storm, War of Will (center) walks on the turf-course saddling area 
before the Preakness as Tyler Gaffalione and trainer Mark Casse (left) get ready for the call of riders up. 


costing him any chance of a Preakness 
start. 

Despite some reservations about the 
short turnaround, Casse pegged War of 
Will for the Preakness. 

“I was pretty nervous,” Casse said at 
the Pimlico stakes barn after War of Will 
returned from the test barn. “A little ner¬ 
vous because as a trainer when you get a 
little more time you fill everything out and 
you feel comfortable. It was kind of a rush 
job for me. I kept thinking, Am I doing the 
right thing?’ 

“I feel very loyal to my horses. If I put 
them in a position that isn’t right for them I 
take that responsibility very personally. I’m 
talking about the rush back in two weeks.” 

The loyalty and genuine interest in War 
of Will goes back a long way, to shortly 
after he arrived from France and last sum¬ 
mer at Saratoga. Casse also put it on display 
in the near gloaming of the Pimlico barn 
area, just as the post-race cocktail party 
kicked into gear at one end of the stakes 
barn. 

A golf cart zipped through the NBC 
television compound and dropped Casse 
and his wife Tina, Gaffalione and his girl¬ 
friend Casi Edwards and other members 


of the winning connections at the party. 
Fasig-Tipton’s Reed Ringler toasted the 
winners with champagne, and the crowd 
raised glasses. Gaffalione, still in his silks, 
said a few words. Casse offered thanks, 
then hopped off the stage and set off 
toward the other end of the stakes barn. 

“I want to check on the horse,” Casse 
said. “Is he here?” 

Informed that War of Will was in the 
midst of the long walk from the test barn 
on the backside, through the dispersing 
crowd at the far end of the Pimlico grand¬ 
stand—near the 7,000-seat section closed 
off due to safety concerns-and through 
the barn area. 

“I want to see him walk back,” Casse 
said. 

Casse’s first concern centered on War 
of Will’s stringhalt, a neurological issue 
that can cause gait abnormalities. He talked 
about the malady prior to the Kentucky 
Derby, when much of the pre-race ques¬ 
tions at his barn focused on War of Will’s 
Louisiana Derby effort. 

Sent off as the 4-5 favorite, War of 
Will took a few awkward steps after the 
break and never looked like the same colt 
whose 3-year-old campaign started with 


back-to-back graded stakes wins. War of 
Will underwent a full evaluation, X-rays 
and other tests, after the Louisiana Derby. 

The colt trained with Casse’s main 
string and lead assistant David Carroll at 
Keeneland between the Fair Grounds race 
and a little more than a week out from the 
Kentucky Derby. 

“He’s always had it, from the Breeders’ 
Cup. We didn’t see any difference that 
way,” Casse said before the Derby. “I don’t 
know if it was a Charlie Horse. I’m sure all 
of us, I know I have, played a lot of sports 
and you pull a muscle and do something, it 
will hurt like hell and then it will go away. 

“Horses have [stringhalt], they do a 
funny motion with their hind leg . . . It’s 
a proven fact it causes no lameness. It’s 
unique though, when you watch him walk.” 

Casse missed most of War of Will’s 
walk back after being intercepted by a tele¬ 
vision reporter seeking one last interview 
and by friends and colleagues offering 
congratulations. The trainer caught the tail 
end, however, and gave a thumbs up while 
War of Will walked the shedrow. 

“So Mark, how does it feeeeel?” Baffert 
asked Casse when War of Will arrived, giv- 
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Bodexpress (9) launches John Velazquez into the air at the start of the Preakness. 


ing his best try at Bob Dylan’s famous line 
from the 1960s hit “Like a Ro llin g Stone.” 

Good. Really good. 

Casse felt confident going into the 
Preakness but like anyone in racing knows, 
you don’t know until you know. And then 
you might not even know. Just ask the con¬ 
nections of Maximum Security, who made 
the triumphant walk to the turf course 
and to the once-a-year winner’s circle at 
Churchill Downs to meet the Derby win¬ 
ner only to make the most awkward walk 
back past Country House’s celebrating 
team. 

Two days before the Preakness, trainer 
D. Wayne Lukas performed his almost 
annual stand-up comedy routine at the 
Alibi Breakfast and took some shots at 
Baffert and Casse. Baffert wasn’t on hand, 
but Casse was seated at a table with Lukas. 
After being asked about his rivalry with 
Baffert through the years, Lukas spun it 
another way. 

“Here’s a statistic,” he said. “Bob and I 
and Mark Casse have won 13 Preaknesses 
between us. Bob’s got seven, I’ve got six, 
Mark’s trying to get one.” 

Consider it done, Wayne. 


Found in France 

The one Preakness with Casse’s, Gaffa- 
lione’s and Barber’s name on it came from 
a little off the beaten path. 

Bred in Kentucky by the Niarchos fami¬ 
ly’s Flaxman Holdings and raised under the 
watch of Callan Strouss at the Oak Tree 
division of Lane’s End Farm in Versailles, 
Ky., War of Will initially went through the 
ring at the 2017 Keeneland September 
yearling sale. Despite featuring an attrac¬ 
tive pedigree to the international buying 
base-by War Front out of the Sadler’s 
Wells mare Visions of Clarity (Ire), the colt 
failed to sell on a bid of $175,000. 

Looking for prospects for Barber, 
Justin Casse went to France for the Arqana 
breeze-up sale last spring. 

On prior trips, he bought the likes of 
Keep Quiet (Fr) and Galileo Gal (Ire) on 
the relative cheap for the owner. Casse 
thought he found another top prospect 
when he watched War of Will, being 
offered by former Irish steeplechase jock¬ 
ey turned consignor Norman Williamson 
through the Oak Tree Farm consignment. 

In a 16-season riding career, Williamson 
won 1,268 races including the 1995 


Cheltenham Gold Cup aboard Master 
Oats and the 1995 Champion Hurdle on 
Alderbrook. And now he’s sold a Preakness 
winner. 

The colt’s workout on the turf at Arqana 
caught Justin Casse’s attention. 

“It was a very memorable breeze,” he 
said walking out of the winner’s circle and 
through what was left of the 131,256 fans 
that turned out at Pimlico. “To be honest 
the consignors said they didn’t have a lot 
of interest with the horse. I was shocked. I 
immediately called Gary because I bought 
[Grade 1-winning War Front colt] Jack 
Milton for him and he’s had success with 
War Front. We had a horse Win the War, 
who was OK and by War Front. It was an 
easy sell for me. 

“I was thinking if he was going to be 
reasonably priced given the pedigree, then 
let’s take a stab. In my mind it was shock¬ 
ing that the horse wasn’t garnering more 
attention than he was. He had a splint so he 
was scratched out of a sale a month prior 
and then added to that sale because of 
that splint. The guy who broke him was an 
ex-Grand National [rider] and an excellent 
horseman. He was very high on the horse, 
which obviously meant a lot.” 
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Bodexpress gets corralled by outrider Kaymarie Kreidel as Brian Hernandez and Signalman (left) and the Pimlico crowd look on. 






t* 

1 


j 1 





| 

L 




■ r .r 

IliU 



. 


* 




Bought for 250,000 euros ($298,550), 
War of Will joined Mark Casse’s stable last 
spring, starting with assistant and former 
trainer Carroll at Keeneland before going 
with the main group to Saratoga. 

War of Will didn’t race at the Spa, but 
showed himself well enough in upstate 
New York to get on many insiders’ radar. 

“I had him in Saratoga at the same 
time as Wonder Gadot,” said Mark Casse, 
bringing up Barber’s year older filly whose 
2018 campaign included a second in the 
Kentucky Oaks-Gl and wins over males 
in the Queen’s Plate and Prince of Wales 
Stakes in Canada. 

When Saratoga barn visitors came by to 
see the filly, Casse spoke up about a blos¬ 
soming 2-year-old colt. 

“Do you want to see a really, really good 
horse?” the trainer would ask. Out would 
come the unraced War of Will. 

“That’s when we started calling him 
£ WOW,’ ” Casse said. The description had 
just a little to do with initials. 

War of Will went to Woodbine in 
Canada for his racing debut. His first 
four starts came on turf-a third going 7 
furlongs in that first start, a second in the 
Summer Stakes also at Woodbine, a fourth 


in Keeneland’s Dixiana Bourbon-G3 and a 
fifth in the Breeders’ Cup Juvenile Turf-Gl 
at Churchill Downs. 

In late November at Churchill Downs, 
in his first start on dirt, he graduated the 
maiden ranks by 5 lengths — kicking off a 
three-race winning streak that landed him 
on the Triple Crown Trail. Casse was con¬ 
fident heading into the Kentucky Derby. 

“Why are you so excited?” people asked 
the trainer leading up to the May 4 classic. 
Then they saw him train, and let out an 
instinctive, “Wow.” 

“Now you’re seeing what I’ve been 
seeing,” said Casse, whose rollercoaster 
Triple Crown season concluded with a win 
by Tracy Farmer’s homebred Sir Winston 
in the Belmont Stakes-Gl June 8. War of 
Will threatened briefly coming off the final 
turn, but flattened out late and finished 
a tired ninth. Both Casse runners were at 
least tentatively being aimed for Saratoga’s 
Travers Stakes-Gl in August. 

The right response 

Barber couldn’t be at Pimlico for the 
race. The South African-born film produc¬ 
er, the former chairman of MGM Studios 


and co-founder of Spyglass Entertainment, 
was in France for the Cannes Film Festival 
after being in Louisville for the Derby. 

“He has a day job, unfortunately,” Mark 
Casse said at the post-race press confer¬ 
ence. 

The line hinted at a joke between the 
two men. 

“Are you going to be there?” Casse asks 
about a race. 

“I can’t quit my day job, unfortunately,” 
Barber replies. 

Casse knows what fuels the quality 
horses who race in Barber’s pink and black 
silks, and never misses a beat— “Please 
don’t.” 

Barber caught the race online and saw 
War of Will and Gaffalione leave the gate 
sharply and rate in hand up the stretch the 
first time. 

The spot Gaffalione found himself in 
looked similar to that of the Derby, when 
he tracked the pace of Maximum Security 
from the inside most of the way before 
being impeded in what became one of the 
most controversial moments in recent rac¬ 
ing history. 

Mark Casse learned to simply call it “the 
incident.” 
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The Preakness winner enjoys the blanket of black-eyed susans in the winner’s circle. 


Warrior’s Charge, one of two run¬ 
ners for Brad Cox along with Stonestreet 
Lexington Stakes-G3 winner Owendale, set 
the pace just ahead of Anothertwistafate 
and Market King through opening frac¬ 
tions of :22.50 and :46.16. War of Will 
raced in fourth to that point, not much dif¬ 
ferent than his early Derby position. 

Casse didn’t want War of Will too 
engaged like in the early stages of the 
Derby so he called Gaffalione Friday to 
discuss some strategy 

“It was more about the warm-up,” 
Casse said. “I thought maybe we got him a 
little too fired up in the Derby, and we had 
planned on coming away from there. This 
horse has won from off the pace.” 

On the phone with Gaffalione, Casse 
brought up a milder warm-up procedure. 
A calmer War of Will was the goal. 

“I want to talk to you about this before 
we get into everything,” Casse told the 


jockey. “I just want you to jog him and let 
him relax [on the track before the race], 
and if they want to go, let them go.” 

War of Will gave Gaffalione cues that 
the new procedure worked and he relaxed 
more in the Preakness. 

“That was the key to the race,” the 
jockey said. “He relaxed beautifully. At one 
point he tried to tug a little bit, but he came 
right back to me and I think that made the 
difference. Like Mark said, our game plan 
coming out of the 1 hole [in the Derby] 
was to be aggressive and try to make the 
lead. We got out-sprinted early and then I 
just got him keyed up a little bit too much.” 

The Preakness proved anything but 
relaxing for track management, horsemen 
and fans watching live or on television in a 
hyper-sensitive climate created by a rash of 
publicity over breakdowns at Santa Anita 
Park. 


Those may have been 3,000 miles away 
in California, but the microscope followed 
racing to Maryland especially after a death 
on the track during Friday’s Black-Eyed 
Susan Day card. 

The scare came early in the Preakness. 
Bodexpress reared at the start, unseated 
John Velazquez and ran loose in the back 
of the field the entire trip. Gaffalione said 
he didn’t know about that incident until he 
pulled up and heard from an outrider that 
there was a loose horse. 

And War of Will knew nothing of the 
drama behind him. 

“He’s incredible,” Gaffalione said. 
“He’s such an athlete and he’s got so much 
heart. I’ve said it all along, we’ve had so 
much confidence in him and his ability. 
I’m sure he feels pretty happy. He’s always 
been a pretty confident horse so I’m sure 
he’s bouncing around. He knows he’s a 
champ.” 
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War of Will and Sam Bussanich enjoy a moment of peace on the Pimlico backside. 


Gaffalione, 24, and winner of the 
Eclipse Award for outstanding apprentice 
jockey in 2015, earned his first classic vic¬ 
tory in just his third Triple Crown mount. 
He finished 17th in the 2017 Kentucky 
Derby aboard Patch and officially seventh 
in this year’s Derby 

The warm-up helped, but Casse cred¬ 
ited Gaffalione’s race riding too. 

“Not a lot of people would notice this, 
but Tyler took a different type of hold 
today,” Casse said back at the barn after the 
Preakness. “Tyler likes to take a long hold 
and that’s what he did in the Derby. When 
he did, it was a struggle for him, and he did 
a tremendous job, I shouldn’t say struggle, 
but to slow him down [during the traffic 
issue with Maximum Security] it was a little 
harder with a longer hold. So we talked 
about that and he said, Tm going to take 
a shorter hold right from the start and get 
him to relax,’ and he did.” 

Coming off the final turn Warrior’s 
Charge came off the rail and Gaffalione 
shot War of Will through on the inside—at 
once cementing their Preakness chances 
and erasing any doubt about the potential 
for a strong Derby finish. 

“Everybody has their opinion and 
they’re entitled to that, you’ve just got to 
keep working hard,” Gaffalione said. “Put 
your head down and do the best you can.” 


War of Will took over inside the final 
quarter and opened a 1-length lead with a 
furlong to run. Gaffalione stayed busy on 
the 6-1 third choice and they finished 114 
lengths in front of 29-1 shot Everfast, who 
held off a late charge from 8-1 Owendale 
by a nose for the runner-up spot. Warrior’s 
Charge finished another 114 lengths back in 
fourth followed by Laughing Fox, Improb¬ 
able, the Fair Hill-based Win Win Win, 
Bourbon War, Signalman, Anothertwista- 
fate, Maryland-bred Alwaysmining and 
Market King. 

War of Will’s fourth win in 10 starts 
earned his connections $990,000 to boost 
his career tally to $1,491,569. The victory 
also validated the convictions of Casse, 
who might always wonder “What if?” 
about the Kentucky Derby. 

Whether it proved War of Will is the 
best member of his generation, Casse 
didn’t need that validation from the Triple 
Crown’s second jewel. 

“He didn’t prove anything, honestly, 
I already knew,” said the trainer. “I knew 
he was this good. I’ve been fortunate. I’ve 
trained a lot of good horses, but I felt like 
all along he was one of the better ones.” 

All he needed was a chance. 

# 

Additional reporting 
and writing by Joe Clancy. 



J ockey Tyler Gaffalione, 24-year-old 
winner of the Preakness Stakes in his 
first try at Maryland’s signature Thor¬ 
oughbred race, is young enough to get 
asked questions like this . . . 

What’s your first memory of a 
Triple Crown race? 

“Smarty Jones,” Gaffalione said of 
the Pennsylvania-bred who won the 
Kentucky Derby and Preakness in 2004 
for trainer John Servis. “Growing up 
on the farm in Southwest Ranches in 
Florida, I used to ride my bike around 
with a tree branch whipping like I was 
riding Smarty Jones.” 

The practice paid off, as Gaffalione 
(whose father Steve was a jockey) rode 
his first race in 2014, won an Eclipse 
Award as the top apprentice in 2015 
and reached 1,000 victories last year. 
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Confirmation 

In first start in six months , Catholic Boy captures Dixie 

By Tom Law and Joe Clancy / Photographs by Rick Buckley 



Trainer Jonathan Thomas greets owner Bob LaPenta after the Dixie. 


J onathan Thomas leaned on the fence of the walkway from the pad- 
dock to the racetrack, throngs of fans to his right, open space to 
his left and a television camera just outside his line of vision to the 
screen above the infield tote board. 

Thomas kept his eyes on the video as the field for the $250,000 Maker’s 
Mark Dixie Stakes-G2 loaded, not distracted by the cameraman and only 
losing focus for a few seconds to accept good-luck wishes from a writer 
just before Catholic Boy took his spot in the outside stall. Catholic Boy, 
trained by Thomas for a partnership led by Bob LaPenta, jumped into 
the race from the break and tracked early pacesetters Real Story and Paret 
(Aus) past the stands the first time. 


The trainer watched it unfold, first on 
video and then live, back to the video and 
back to live, all the while barely moving or 
reacting, as Catholic Boy went about the 
business of a 7-5 favorite in the marquee 


supporting stakes on the Preakness Day 
card. Training a colt as reliable as Catholic 
Boy—he’d won four of five on the grass 
before the Dixie-affords Thomas the lux¬ 
ury of not fretting too much although he 


joked after the race that there might have 
been an anxious moment or two. 

“I was thinking he might need a better 
trainer,” Thomas cracked when asked his 
thoughts in deep stretch, when Catholic 
Boy held off a late run up the inside from 
Admission Office to win his fourth graded 
stakes on the turf. 

The son of More Than Ready won off 
more than six months rest, his last start 
coming in the Breeders’ Cup Classic-Gl 
on dirt at Churchill Downs in November. 
He hadn’t been on turf since winning the 
Belmont Derby-Gl in early July, a race that 
preceded his signature victory in Saratoga’s 
Travers Stakes-Gl in late August. 

“He’s such a gifted horse,” Thomas 
said. “I would have been happy with com¬ 
ing here and running a good second or 
third, galloping out well, but he has it in 
him to win. It was great to see.” 

Thomas added that the Dixie would 
most likely serve as a “launch pad” to bigger 
races on dirt. The Suburban Handicap-G2 
in July at Belmont Park figures to be the 
next goal for the colt who will stand at 
Claiborne Farm in Paris, Ky., after a deal 
to lock up his breeding rights was signed 
around Preakness Weekend. 

Fred Hertrich III, the chairman of 
Breeders’ Cup Ltd. who spends most of 
the year in Seaford, Del., bred Catholic 
Boy out of the Bernardini mare Song 
of Bernadette in partnership with John 
Fielding. Hertrich and Fielding tried to sell 
Catholic Boy, through Taylor Made Sales 
Agency, at the 2016 Keeneland January 
sale. The colt didn’t meet his reserve on 
a final bid of $170,000 before Hertrich, 
who breeds for the market through his 
Watercress Farm in Paris, Ky., sold him 
privately. 

“We RNA’d him at the sale . . . and 
Jonathan came back right after and said 
‘Fred, we really want to buy that horse,’ ” 
said Hertrich, holding an oversized bottle 
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Catholic Boy stretches for the finish line of Pimlico’s Dixie Stakes on the Preakness Day undercard. 


of Maker’s Mark in the winner’s circle. 
“Basically he brought $75,000 less than I 
wanted for the horse.” 

Thomas pleaded a little more, told 
Hertrich the colt was for LaPenta and tried 
to lock in a price. 

“The RNA was [$170,000] so I told 
Jonathan, ‘I want this for him, call Mr. 
LaPenta. That price is for him and nobody 
else,’ ” Hertrich said. “So he called Bob 
up and said, ‘We’ll take the horse.’ It’s all 
worked out great. He’s a wonderful sports¬ 
man. It’s saying something to bring the 
horse back and race him this year, they 
didn’t have to do that.” 

Catholic Boy races for LaPenta, 
Madaket Stables, Siena Farm and Twin 
Creeks Racing Stables. He improved to 
7-for-ll with $1,992,000 earned. 

Hertrich estimates he’s seen five or six 
of Catholic Boy’s races in person, includ¬ 
ing last year’s Travers. He hopes to catch 
a few more before the year is through and 
doesn’t expect a different result. 

“The horse is the whole thing,” Hertrich 
said. “He’s not really ready to race yet, 
Jonathan doesn’t have him on his tiptoes 


yet. He’s a fighter. Turning for home I 
knew nobody could beat him unless they 
surprised him because he refuses to lose. 
He can go forever. 

“He was the same way in the field as a 
baby. Sometimes the real aggressive colt 
you have as a baby, because they can’t man¬ 
age it, can’t handle it mentally, but he was 
perfect every day of his life. We’ve seen it 
from the time he was broke until now.” 

‘Road’ to victory 

Quake Lake entered May as the dam 
of two minor stakes winners and another 
offspring with a graded placing. 

She left it as a candidate for Broodmare 
of the Year after her two youngest foals 
changed everything. 

Country House, a January maiden win¬ 
ner who was second in the Risen Star-G2 
and third in the Arkansas Derby-Gl early 
in the spring—won the Kentucky Derby via 
disqualification May 4. 

The Lookin At Lucky colt missed the 
Preakness with an illness, but his 4-year- 
old half-sister Mitchell Road took care 


of Pimlico business for the family. The 
English Channel filly wired seven foes in 
the Gallorette-G3. 

Trained by Bill Mott, who also con¬ 
ditions Country House, Mitchell Road 
won the IVu -mile Gallorette on the lead 
under Joel Rosario by 2% lengths from 
Thewayiam (Fr) with Viva Vegas third. 

The win was the filly’s third in as many 
tries this year, and her seventh consecutive 
quality start. 

“From Day 1 she’s never been out of 
the exacta and she’s just developed with 
age into a very nice filly,” said Mott’s son 
and assistant Riley Mott. “She got a little 
bit sick after her race at the Fair Grounds 
[a win in the Albert Stall Memorial in 
February] so she needed time to recuper¬ 
ate, that’s why you’re only seeing her now 
at Pimlico. She always trains very forwardly, 
very willingly and she sure ran well today.” 

Bred by the late Jerry Shields and cam¬ 
paigned by his widow, Maury Shields, and 
grandson Guinness McFadden—two-thirds 
of Country House’s ownership group 
along with LNJ Foxwoods—Mitchell Road 
improved to 5-for-7 with two seconds. 
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A half-sister to Kentucky Derby winner Country House, Mitchell Road makes off with the Gallorette. 


Mitchell Road spent the winter with 
Mott’s main string at Payson Park after an 
abbreviated 3-year-old season that saw her 
win two of three. She opened 2019 with 
an allowance at Gulfstream Park coming 
before the Stall. As for what’s next, Riley 
Mott wasn’t ready to commit other than 
to acknowledge the filly’s ever-improving 
pedigree. 

“We’ll enjoy this,” he said. “She gave her 
little brother a big update there.” 

Calumet’s big day 

If past performance is any indicator, 
Calumet Farm may want to consider a 
Maryland division. The famed Kentucky 
farm—already a Preakness institution with 
eight wins —captured stakes on the day 
with English Bee and Lexitonian and had 
farm general manager Eddie Kane think- 
ing big. 

“We were just saying that Skyring won 
the James Murphy right before Oxbow 
won the Preakness so maybe something 
will happen,” said Kane of the farm’s 
double in 2013. Calumet couldn’t quite 
land the big one, as Everfast finished a 
hard-charging second to War of Will in the 
Preakness, but will take a good day on a big 
day every time. 


English Bee, trained at Fair Hill by 
Graham Motion, duplicated Skyring’s tri¬ 
umph in the $100,000 Murphy—rallying 
from just behind the leaders early to grab 
the top spot from Real News in the stretch 
and prevail by a half-length under Jose 
Ortiz. Shootin the Breeze finished third 
with favorite Current fourth in the 1-mile 
turf stakes for 3-year-olds. 

Bred by Calumet, the son of farm stal¬ 
lion English Channel exited a fifth in stakes 
company at Tampa Bay Downs in March 
while also confirming what might be an 
emerging pedigree angle. 

“He had a rough trip there and Graham 
suggested we wait for this race, that the 
extra time would help him, and it real¬ 
ly paid off,” said Kane. “He’s out of a 
Kitten’s Joy mare and credit to [farm owner 
Brad Kelley] for that. He wanted to try that 
cross.” 

Calumet bought English Bee’s dam 
Evil Kitten for $170,000 at Keeneland 
November in 2014, bred her to English 
Channel the next year and kept the colt out 
of a typically large sales draft. 

Like his sire and damsire (both turf 
champions), English Bee is chestnut, 
enjoys racing on the grass and fights back 
when challenged. 


“We have so many that it’s not easy,” 
Kane said of the keep-or-sell debate. ‘We 
go through them and look at them physi¬ 
cally, and Mr. Kelley will decide which he 
keeps and races and which we sell. He was 
always a little athlete and he was trying hard 
in the stretch today too.” 

Six races later, Calumet was back in the 
winner’s circle when homebred 3-year- 
old Lexitonian upset the $200,000 Chick 
Lang-G3 for 3-year-old sprinters. The son 
of Speightstown emerged from fourth 
early to edge Gladiator King by a head 
with Admiral Lynch another head back in 
third after 6 furlongs in 1:09.74. Ortiz rode 
the winner for trainer Jack Sisterson, who 
won his third graded stakes in a training 
career that began last year. Previously an 
assistant for Doug O’Neill, who won the 
2012 Preakness with I’ll Have Another and 
came in with 2016 Derby winner Nyquist, 
Sisterson enjoyed the Baltimore success. 

“People ask me the how-it-feels ques¬ 
tions and you can say how it felt but it 
never really explains it,” Sisterson said. 
“I’ve had the best memories here.” 

The Kentucky-based Sisterson won 
four races in 2018, and had already doubled 
that total for 2019 (through June 3) thanks 
to support from owners like Calumet. 
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Lexitonian (yellow cap) digs in against a host of challengers to win the Chick Lang. 


“I can’t speak enough good things 
about them,” Sisterson said. “First and 
foremost, they put the horse first. We had 
to scratch the filly we had in the Searching 
[Coachwhip] today, she just didn’t ship well 
and the first thing they said is ‘Do what’s 
right for the horse.’ Everyone wants to run 
on a big day and we could have forced her 
to run, but we want the future not just one 
day. They’re brilliant to work for.” 

Lexitonian made three starts for Todd 
Pletcher in 2018, winning a maiden at 
Belmont Park in late June and placing sixth 
in the Sanford Stakes-G3 and fifth in a 
Keeneland allowance before getting the 
rest of the year off. The chestnut returned 
with Sisterson this year and finished fifth 
in an allowance on Derby Day at Churchill 
Downs. 

Though beaten 414 lengths, Lexitonian 
encouraged his trainer. 

“He ran a much better race than it 
looked on paper,” said Sisterson. “He 
looked like he was going backwards on us 
at the quarter pole and then he finished 
up. For a several-month layoff and a tough 
allowance race, we were pleased. He came 
back fine and I think, I could be wrong, 
he’s a horse that the more you work him 
the more he could go over the top so I 


might as well run him instead of work him. 
We thought it was OK and he showed it 
today.” 

Lexitonian’s dam, the Tapit mare 
Riviera Romper, won once in seven starts 
for breeder My Meadowview and was pur¬ 
chased for $310,000 (carrying Lexitonian) 
at Keeneland November in 2015. At the 
same sale last year Calumet bought Riviera 
Romper’s dam Swap Fliparoo, a Grade 
1 winner for Hobeau Farm and Allen 
Jerkens, for $50,000. 

Have guitar will travel 

When Brittlyn Stable’s Evelyn Benoit 
talked to Jose Camejo about helping boost 
the profile of Louisiana stallion Star Guitar, 
the trainer had one answer. 

“Well, let’s go to the north and see 
how it goes. Let’s try it and see what he is 
capable of. People can see and maybe you 
can move on from Louisiana.” 

So far, so good. 

Camejo took 40 horses to Delaware 
Park, and one of the first to run-Louisiana- 
bred Wild About Star—boosted her stallion 
by winning the $100,000 The Very One 
Stakes. In her first start outside her native 
state, the 5-year-old mare shadowed favor¬ 
ite Jo Jo Air early, got pushed wide on the 


turn and took over in mid-stretch to win by 
1% lengths for jockey Daniel Centeno. Jo 
Jo Air stayed for second with Misericordia 
(GB) third in the 5-furlong turf sprint. 

After racing with A1 Stall for 15 starts 
and five wins, Wild About Star was mak¬ 
ing her first start for Camejo. The former 
jockey, nearly paralyzed in a spill in 2011, 
started training in 2013, won a graded 
stakes the next year and put together 
back-to-back 34-win seasons in 2017 and 
2018. He was confident in his mare before 
the Pimlico start, and appreciative of the 
opportunity. 

“She worked a couple times at Delaware 
[including a bullet half-mile in :47.60 April 
28] and I knew she had a shot in this race,” 
Camejo said. “Preakness Day, everybody is 
watching, that’s good for [Benoit’s] busi¬ 
ness. She’s trying to promote Star Guitar 
and she believes in me and we got it done.” 

Sir Barton record 

Todd Pletcher always held King for a 
Day in high regard and he ran to the bill¬ 
ing in top company. The son of Uncle 
Mo debuted at Saratoga, finishing third 
behind future graded winners Complexity 
and Harvey Wallbanger before winning a 
month later at Belmont Park. 
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That victory earned a trip to Louisville 
in late November for the Kentucky Jockey 
Club Stakes-G2—the same race Pletcher 
used for eventual Derby winner Super 
Saver late in his 2-year-old season. King for 
a Day finished fourth, beaten 2 lengths by 
Signalman and Plus Que Parfait but didn’t 
surface again until the Sir Barton Stakes to 
kick off the Preakness Day stakes action. 

“Just needed a little break, nothing 
significant,” Pletcher said of the colt’s 
absence. 

King for a Day again ran to his back¬ 
ing, from Pletcher and gamblers who 
hammered him to 2-5 in the 1 Vi 6-mile 
stakes, and won by 2Vi lengths under John 
Velazquez. Second early behind Trifor 
Gold, King for a Day won in a stakes- 
record 1:41.40. 

“He’s one we’ve always liked a lot, had 
high hopes for,” Pletcher said. “It’s nice to 
see him come back and run well. We’ll see 
where we go from here.” 

King for a Day returned to the worktab 
at Pletcher’s main base at Belmont June 2 
with a half-mile breeze to begin prepara¬ 
tions for his return to graded stakes com¬ 
pany this summer. 

NOTES: New York Central, unplaced 
in two of his first three graded stakes 
attempts, picked up his first stakes vic¬ 
tory with a score in the $150,000 Maryland 
Sprint Stakes-G3. Owned by WinStar Farm, 
China Horse Club International and SF 
Racing, the 4-year-old son of Tapit won by 
1/4 lengths from Proforma under Ricardo 
Santana Jr. for trainer Steve Asmussen . . . 
Canadian invader Ickymasho (GB) won 
the inaugural $100,000 Searching Stakes 
under Jose Ortiz for trainer Roger Attfield. 
Owned by Triton Stable, the 7-year-old 
mare added the FA-mile turf stakes to 
her victory in the Bewitch-G3 at the same 
trip April 26 at Keeneland . . . Brad Cox 
secured the top prize in the Maryland 
Jockey Club’s $100,000 bonus program 
for trainers for participation in stakes over 
Preakness Weekend. Cox collected 36 
points, three more than defending cham¬ 
pion Asmussen, to earn a $50,000 bonus. 
Asmussen earned a $25,000 bonus and 
Graham Motion finished third to earn a 
$12,000 bonus. % 


Top: Wild About Star makes it look easy in 
the The Very One Stakes. Center: Maryland 
Sprint winner New York Central gets a 
much-appreciated sponge to the face. 
Bottom: King for a Day, in his first start of 
2019, draws off in the Sir Barton Stakes. 
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Stretch 


Point of Honor relishes 
distance of Black-Eyed Susan 
after missing Kentucky Oaks chance 

By Tom Taw / Photographs by Rick Buckley 



P oint of Honor arrived on the Oklahoma Training Track 
grounds at Saratoga Race Course last spring and made some 
early impressions on her trainer. 

George Weaver, who keeps the majority of his string in Saratoga dur¬ 
ing the offseason and peak summer months, liked what he saw in the 
daughter of Curlin and figured she might make the meet. That didn’t 
materialize—even though she breezed in a fairly regular pattern in May, 
June and July—yet Weaver didn’t lose faith. He figured, correctly, that Point 
of Honor’s good days would come later when she could relax, stretch out 
and go long in her races as opposed to being asked early in the maiden dirt 
sprints offered aplenty at the Spa. 


“She was with us up there all summer 
and fall,” Weaver said. “She had a couple 
setbacks along the way, nothing big or seri¬ 
ous. I just took my time with her.” 

Point of Honor paid back that time and 
patience in mid-December when she broke 
her maiden for Weaver and John Connelly, 
who bought the filly privately through agent 
Donato Lanni when she failed to meet her 
reserve at the Keeneland September year¬ 
ling sale on a bid of $825,000. 

The victory came in an off-the-turf 
maiden race at the expense of just five 
opponents but it impressed enough to 
entice Aron Wellman of Eclipse Thor¬ 
oughbred Partners to invest in the filly 
before her next start in a $100,000 stakes 
at Tampa Bay Downs. 

“I wanted the two turns,” Weaver said 
of the decision to enter the filly for the 
grass in that December maiden race. “That 
same day I was 50-50 about a dirt race or a 


turf race and I’d seen her work out of the 
gate and get outsprinted by a faster horse 
so I wanted a two-turn configuration. 
When they took it off the turf I was fine 
with it. She handles dirt as well as the turf.” 

The rewards kept coming when Point 
of Honor won the Suncoast Stakes at 
Tampa and they came again three months 
later when she took the $250,000 Black- 
Eyed Susan Stakes-G2 in front of a record 
crowd of 51,573 at Pimlico May 17. 

Point of Honor won the 9-furlong 
Black-Eyed Susan after failing to draw in 
off the also-eligible list for the Kentucky 
Oaks-Gl two weeks prior at Churchill 
Downs and capped a monster day for 
jockey Javier Castellano and her sire at 
Old Hilltop. Castellano won five races 
(four stakes) in five consecutive mounts, 
while Curlin also sired the winners of the 
Pimlico Special-G3 in Tenfold and Allaire 
duPont Distaff-G3 in Mylady Curlin. 
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Eclipse Thoroughbred Partners’ Brian Spearman (far left) and Aron Wellman help lead in Black-Eyed Susan winner 
Point of Honor along with co-owner John Connelly (second from right) and George Weaver assistant Blair Golen. 


Point of Honor also helped give a lift 
to Weaver and his barn, which came into 
the day with just seven wins (from 87 
starts) in 2019. One of the seven came 
when Vekoma won the $1 million Toyota 
Blue Grass Stakes-Gl at Keeneland so the 
scoreboard wasn’t all dark. 

“Whew, besides those two it’s been slim 
pickings,” Weaver said as he walked across 
the Pimlico turf course after the winner’s 
celebration on the infield cupola stand. 
“But those are two good wins. I’d rather 
have it this way.” 

Point of Honor likes it her way, too, 
and she ran her record to 3-for-4 with her 
half-length victory over Ulele in the 95 th 
edition of the Black-Eyed Susan. The 
only blemish on the resume came in the 
Gulfstream Park Oaks-G2, when she fin¬ 
ished fourth behind Champagne Anyone, 
Dunbar Road and Cookie Dough. 

That fourth cost her critical points to 
land a spot in the Kentucky Oaks field. 
Dunbar Road wound up in a similar pre¬ 
dicament and both landed on the also-eli- 
gible list for the May 3 Oaks. No scratches 
came and the connections of the AEs were 
left to ponder what-ifs. 

“Things didn’t quite go her way in the 
Gulfstream Park Oaks, which we thought 


would be enough to qualify her for the 
Kentucky Oaks,” Wellman said. “We were 
on the outside looking in, didn’t get in and 
here we are today.” 

Weaver wanted Point of Honor to get 
her chance in Louisville, especially after 
she bounced back in her training at his 
winter and early spring base at Palm Beach 
Downs in Florida and then during her 
short stay at Churchill. 

He breezed her a half-mile in :48.20 
the morning of the Kentucky Derby 
before sending her back to New York and 
Belmont Park to finish her work for the 
Black-Eyed Susan. 

Point of Honor breezed an easy half in 
:50.09 at Belmont a week before the race 
and Weaver got the same feeling he had in 
his native Louisville. 

“We needed two scratches and despite 
all our efforts to get somebody to scratch 
it didn’t happen. Nobody scratched,” he 
joked after the race. “It might have been a 
blessing. Serengeti Empress won impres¬ 
sively that day and she was loose on the 
lead. It was a different type of race today, 
there was some speed signed on board. 

“She’s a nice filly though. She was train¬ 
ing very well before the Oaks and we were 
dying to run. Maybe she would have won 


that race, too. The Black-Eyed Susan is a 
terrific, prestigious race, too, and a great 
next step for this filly .” 

Bred in Kentucky by Siena Farms, Point 
of Honor is out of the Bernardini mare 
Zayanna, whose pedigree traces back to 
a family nurtured by the late Henryk de 
Kwiatkowski that includes Grade 1 winner 
Sabin, 1992 Kentucky Derby and Belmont 
Stakes-Gl starter A1 Sabin and others. 

Point of Honor earned $150,000 for 
her Black-Eyed Susan victory and boosted 
her earnings to $246,375. Weaver hopes 
the filly continues to improve and said 
he’ll look at other big two-turn targets in 
the summer, including some back home 
at Saratoga. 

“She’s very professional, very classy,” 
he said. “My wife Cindy has been getting 
on her all winter. Early on as a 2-year-old 
maybe she was a little nervous, wanted to 
tie up a bit, really not knowing how to be 
a racehorse. She came around when she 
went to Florida for the winter. She’s very 
professional and does everything right. 

“The Alabama is a logical place. How 
we get there, we’ll let the filly let us know 
with how she’s training. Probably a medi¬ 
um-term goal would be the Alabama and 
we’ll go backwards from that.” 
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Tenfold (right) leads them home in the Pimlico Special, lengthened to VA miles for 2019. 


Return Trip 

Steve Asmussen didn’t earn a spot in 
the Hall of Fame by giving up. 

The trainer didn’t rack up more than 
8,450 wins and counting through early June 
by calling it quits. And he didn’t give up on 
Tenfold after a seventh in the 2018 Travers 
Stakes-Gl or back-to-back defeats to start 
2019. Asmussen stayed in the colt’s corner, 
knowing a race would suit the Winchell 
Thoroughbreds’ homebred as well as any 
on the calendar. The $300,000 Pimlico 
Special Stakes-G3 would be that race, on a 
track where Tenfold came close to spoiling 
a Triple Crown bid a year before. 

“This was a definite target because of 
how he ran in the Preakness last year,” 
Asmussen said after Tenfold won a three- 
way photo by a neck over You’re to Blame 
and Maryland-bred Cordmaker in the 49th 
edition of the Special. “This was exacdy 
the outcome we were hoping for.” 

Ricardo Santana Jr., aboard Tenfold 
when he finished third and just three-quar¬ 
ters of a length behind Justify in last year’s 
Preakness and also for a dull seventh as 
the favorite in the Oaklawn Handicap-G2 
April 13, echoed Asmussen’s sentiments. 

“That’s the horse we expected,” Santana 
said. “We always believed in him. He always 


tries hard. He didn’t really like the track the 
other day. We always had confidence in 
him. I knew he was going to show what he 
had. He ran a really great race.” 

The Maryland Jockey Club lengthened 
the Pimlico Special an additional sixteenth 
for the 2019 running, stretching the race to 
VA miles for the first time, and 13 starters 
went to the post. 

Tenfold raced ninth through the open¬ 
ing quarter-mile and was 12th after a half 
while longshot Flying the Flag carved 
out honest splits of :23.82 and :47.44. 
Flameaway took on the early leader around 
the far turn and wrested a short lead 
through a mile in 1:36.22, while Santana 
guided Tenfold inside and outside of rivals 
around the far turn. 

Wait for It grabbed the lead as the field 
straightened for home before Tenfold ran 
between Wait for It and Flameaway at 
the eighth pole. Santana shook him up 
and cracked him three times right-handed 
to edge clear and hold off the late runs 
of the 5-2 favorite You’re to Blame and 
Cordmaker on the wire. Tenfold won in 
2:02.36 for his second graded win, along 
with last year’s Jim Dandy-G2 at Saratoga. 

“It’s a very special win with a homebred 
for [Ron] Winchell that came through mom 
and dad’s program in Laredo,” Asmussen 


said of the colt prepped by his parents 
Keith and Marilyn and their El Primero 
Training Center in Texas. “He’s got it in 
him. He’s got it in him and you see him 
today. Ricardo was talking about he’s got 
a lot of horse under him . . . The addition 
of blinkers [for the Oaklawn race] has kind 
of gotten him a little more serious in his 
training and hopefully this horse is going 
to have a huge rest of the year. 

“The sky is the limit for him. I don’t 
think he’s really laid his body down yet. 
He’s a sound horse and everything in the 
pedigree gets better with age.” 

Back-to-back 
for LNJ Foxwoods 

Larry Roth walked down the steps from 
the owners’ viewing area and into the win¬ 
ner’s circle with his wife Nanci, daughter 
Jaime and others from the LNJ Foxwoods 
team before summing up what any owner 
would feel making a second journey to that 
spot in less than an hour. 

“I love Pimlico,” Roth said while mem¬ 
bers of Chad Brown’s team met LNJ’s 
homebred Dogtag after her victory in the 
$100,000 Hilltop Stakes. 

Trainer Brad Cox and his team met 
another LNJ runner the race before when 
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My lady Curl in (right) fights off Golden Award in the Allaire duPont Distaff 
for owner/breeder Sather Family and trainer Brad Cox. 


Covfefe sets a track record in the Miss Preakness, the second of 
two stakes wins on the day for owner LNJ Foxwoods. 


Covfefe blitzed the track record in the 
$150,000 Miss Preakness Stakes-G3. 

“What a great day/’ Jaime Roth said. 
“When the entries came out and I saw they 
were back-to-back I thought, ‘Oh man, this 
is either going to be really good or really 
bad.’ These are the days you dream of and 
they happen so infrequently, so when they 
happen it’s a wow moment. 

“Both wins are so different and mean 
different things to me. One is a homebred 
and one was bought out of a sale. They’re 
just different. We’re very fortunate and 
we’ve got great people helping us.” 

Covfefe started the haul, and contin¬ 
ued LNJ’s spring that included celebrating 
Country House’s elevated victory in the 
Kentucky Derby two weeks earlier, in the 
6 -furlong Miss Preakness. The 3-year-old 
daughter of Into Mischief, thrown in deep 
for her second start last fall in the Frizette 
Stakes-Gl just three weeks after a stylish 
maiden victory, rolled to an 8 !/ 2 -length vic¬ 
tory under Castellano in 1:07.70. 

The winning time befuddled Cox, LNJ’s 
agents Alex Solis II and Madison Scott 
from Solis/Litt Bloodstock and others 
gathered around while the powerful filly 
walked back to the test barn. Northern 
Wolf set the previous mark of 1:09 in 
August 1990. 

“Is that time right?” Cox asked in the 
winner’s circle. “That was huge. Huge.” 

Cox thought Covfefe would run huge in 
last year’s Frizette, won by eventual cham¬ 
pion and Breeders’ Cup Juvenile Fillies-Gl 
winner Jaywalk. Covfefe was bumped at 
the start, tracked the early pace and eventu¬ 
ally finished fourth, beaten 9 lengths. 

“When she ran in the Frizette last year 
I thought they couldn’t touch her. Couldn’t 
touch her,” Cox said. “Then I still felt 


confident when she got to the quarter pole 
and Jaywalk was still kind of in hand, then 
Javier went to scrubbing ... I just don’t 
know how far she wants to go. You’d think 
at least seven-eighths by the way she just 
ran, right?” 

Covfefe’s connections regrouped after 
that race, sent the filly to McKathan Bros. 
Training Center in Ocala for some rest 
and she rejoined Cox’s string at the Fair 
Grounds in late January. She breezed seven 
times —six at Fair Grounds and once back 
home at Churchill—before she won an 
allowance April 8 at Keeneland. 

“She broke a step slow in the Keeneland 
race and [Castellano] rushed her in there 
and she went in :44,” Cox said. “I was like 
‘oh no,’ then she staggered home the last 
bit. But it was impressive, you’re right. The 
last sixteenth was a little ugly at Keeneland 
but she got the job done.” 

Cox expected a big performance in the 
Miss Preakness, which also drew a field 
that included Bob Baffert’s California ship¬ 
per Fighting Mad, stakes winners Please 
Flatter Me, Midnight Fantasy, Tomlin, 
Congrats Gal and Bye Bye J and the 2-for- 
2 Maryland-bred Never Enough Time. 

The filly couldn’t hide during her morn¬ 
ing training at Pimlico nor walking the shed 
of the stakes barn. 

“Did you see her? She’s awesome,” 
Cox said. “|D. Wayne] Lukas said to me 
this morning, ‘I like that one.’ I told him, 
‘Yeah, you like her because it looks like she 
belongs at Los Al.’ She just looks fast.” 

Dogtag proved fast, too, albeit going 
longer and on the grass in the subsequent 
Hilltop. 

Shuffled back after the start and seventh 
through the opening half-mile, Dogtag 
and Castellano made a steady run while a 


bit wide around the far turn to inch into 
contention as Fashion Faux Pas opened a 
2 -length advantage through 6 furlongs in 
1:11.64. Dogtag rolled past that rival in the 
lane and finished 1 % lengths clear of 2-1 
favorite Nova Sol (Ger) at the finish with 
Fashion Faux Pas third. 

Dogtag, a homebred produced by the 
Unbridled’s Song mare Diamond Necklace 
found by Solis and Jason Litt in Australia, 
won in 1:36.71. She hadn’t raced since a 
fourth in the Miss Grillo Stakes-G2 in late 
September, a month after a victory in the 
$100,000 PG. Johnson Stakes at Saratoga. 

“That last race at Belmont, I think that 
she didn’t like the soft ground,” Jaime Roth 
said. “Also maybe she was starting to tail 
off. Her coat wasn’t at her best, maybe it 
was time to give her some time off. She’s a 
big filly, I didn’t even know she’d run at 2 
so we gave her some time off. 

“We sent her to Stonestreet [in Ocala] 
and she matured physically and mentally 
there. They did a great job with her there.” 

NOTES: Cox added a second six-figure 
victory on the day in the $150,000 Allaire 
duPont Distaff Stakes-G3 with Sather 
Family’s Mylady Curlin, who held off 
Golden Award by a nose. The 4-year-old 
daughter of Curlin won her third straight 
in her stakes debut, running the 9 furlongs 
in 1:47.64 . . . Completed Pass scored a 
victory for the Maryland-based runners 
in the $100,000 Jim McKay Turf Sprint 
Stakes, putting away American Sailor first 
and holding off a mild run from 30-1 long- 
shot Tempt Me Twice in the 5-furlong turf 
stakes under Victor Carrasco. The 5-year- 
old Indiana-bred son of Pass Rush, owned 
by Robert Bone and trained by Claudio 
Gonzalez, won in :57.35 . . . Lael Stable’s 
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Chalon started the stakes action with a 
sharp victory in the $100,000 Skipat Stakes, 
winning the 6-furlong event in her first 
start of 2019 in 1:09.46. Trained at Fair 


Hill by Arnaud Delacour and ridden by 
Castellano, the 5-year-old Dialed In mare 
finished second by a head in the Breeders’ 
Cup Filly and Mare Sprint-Gl last year . . . 


Total handle of $22,281,300 on the Black- 
Eyed Susan Day card set a record, surpass¬ 
ing the previous mark of $19,895 million 
set in 2017. ^ 


May stakes results for Pimlico 


5/17 Black-Eyed Susan-G2 ($250K). VA mi. 3Y0 F. 


Winner: POINT OF HONOR (ch.f., Curlin—Zayanna, by Bernardini). B-Siena Farms LLC (Ky.). 0-Eclipse Thoroughbred Partners and Stetson Racing LLC.T-George Weaver. 
J-Javier Castellano. Time: 147.88. Margin: M. 2nd: Ulele. 3rd: Cookie Dough. 


5/17 Pimlico Special-G3 ($300K). VA mi. 3&up. 


Winner: TENFOLD (dk.b./br.c., 4, Curlin—Temptress, by Tapit). B/0-Winchell Thoroughbreds LLC (Ky.). T-Steven M. Asmussen. J-Ricardo Santana Jr. Time: 2:02.36. 
Margin: neck. 2nd: You’re to Blame. 2nd: Cordmaker. 


5/17 Allaire duPont Distaff-G3 ($150K). 1'mi. 3&up, F&M. 


Winner: MYLADY CURLIN (b.f., 4, Curlin—Ladyledue, by Slewdledo). B/0-Sather Family LLC (Ky.). T-Brad H. Cox. J-Luis Saez. Time: 147.64. Margin: nose. 
2nd: Golden Award. 3rd: Gio Game. 


5/17 Miss Preakness-G3 ($150K). 6 F. 3Y0 F. 


Winner: COVFEFE (b.f., Into Mischief—Antics, by Unbridled). B-Alexander-Groves Thoroughbreds (Ky.). 0-LNJ Foxwoods. T-Brad H. Cox. J-Javier Castellano. Time: 1:07.70 
(ntr). Margin: 814 . 2nd: Please Flatter Me. 3rd: Tomlin. 


5/17 Hilltop ($100K). 1 mi. Turf. 3Y0 F. 


Winner: DOGTAG (gr./ro.f., War Front—Diamond Necklace, by Unbridled’s Song). B/0-LNJ Foxwoods (Ky.). T-Chad C. Brown. J-Javier Castellano. Time: 1:36.71. Margin: 1 3 A 
2nd: Nova Sol (Ger). 3rd: Fashion Faux Pas. 


5/17 Jim McKay Turf Sprint ($100K). 5 F. Turf. 3&up. 


Winner: COMPLETED PASS (b.g., 5, Pass Rush—Christina’s Gold, By Gold Token). B-Swifty Farms (Ind.). O-Robert D. Bone.T-Claudio A. Gonzalez. J-Victor R. Carrasco. 
Time: :57.35. Margin: 1.2nd: Tempt Me Twice. 3rd: Tricks to Doo. 


5/17 Skipat ($100K). 6 F. 3&up, F&M. 


Winner: CHALON (b.m., 5, Dialed In—Fall Fantasy, by Menifee). B-J.K. Griggs and Linda Griggs (Ky.). O-Lael Stables. T-Arnaud Delacour. J-Javier Castellano. Time: 1:09.46. 
Margin: 2.2nd: Everlasting Secret. 3rd: Hailey’s Flip. 


5/18 Preakness-G1 ($1,5M). 1 3 /ie mi. 3Y0. 


Winner: WAR OF WILL (b.c., War Front—Visions of Clarity-Ire, by Sadler’s Wells). B-Flaxman Holdings Limited (Ky.). O-Gary Barber. T-Mark E. Casse. J-Tyler Gaffalione. 
Time: 1:54.34. Margin: 1 A. 2nd: Everfast. 3rd: Owendale. 


5/18 Dixie-G2 ($250K). VA* mi. Turf. 3&up. 


Winner: CATHOLIC BOY (b.r., 4, More Than Ready—Song of Bernadette, by Bernardini). B-Fred W. Hertrich III & John D. Fielding (Ky.). 0-RobertV. LaPenta, Madaket Stables 
LLC, Siena Farm LLC and Twin Creeks Racing Stables LLC. T-Jonathan Thomas. J-Javier Castellano. Time: 141.09. Margin: 14.2nd: Admission Office. 3rd: Just Howard. 


5/18 Chick Lang-G3 ($200K). 6 F. 3Y0. 


Winner: LEXITONIAN (ch.c., Speightstown—Riviera Romper, by Tapit). B/O-Calumet Farm (Ky.).T-JackSisterson. J-Jose L. Ortiz. Time: 1:09.74. Margin: head. 
2nd: Gladiator King. 3rd: Admiral Lynch. 


5/18 Gallorette-G3 ($150K). 1 Vie mi. Turf. 3&up, F&M. 


Winner: MITCHELL ROAD (b.f., 4, English Channel—Quake Lake, by War Chant). B-J.V. Shields Jr. (Ky.). O-Mrs. J. V. Shields Jr. and E.J. M. McFadden Jr. T-William I. Mott. 
J-Joel Rosario. Time: 141.21. Margin: 2y4.2nd: Thewayiam (Fr). 3rd: Viva Vegas. 


5/18 Maryland Sprint-G3 ($150K). 6 F. 3&up. 


Winner: NEW YORK CENTRAL (gr./ro.c., 4, Tapit—Fashion Cat, by Forest Wildcat). B-SF Bloodstock LLC (Ky.). 0-WinStar Farm LLC, China Horse Club International Ltd. and 
SF Racing LLC. T-Steven M. Asmussen. J-Ricardo Santana Jr. Time: 1:08.74. Margin: 1 3 A 2nd: Proforma. 3rd: Lewisfield. 


5/18 James W. Murphy ($100K). 1 mi. Turf. 3Y0. 



Winner: KING FOR A DAY (b.c., Uncle Mo—Ubetwereven, by French Deputy). B/O-Red Oak Stable (Ky.). T-Todd A. Pletcher. J-John R. Velazquez. Time: 141.40. 
Margin: 214 2nd: Tone Broke. 3rd: V. I. P. Ticket. 


5/18 Searching ($100K). 1 % mi. Turf. 3&up, F&M. 


Winner: ICKYMASHO (GB) (b.m., 7, Multiplex—Icky Woo, by Mark of Esteem-Ire). B-Allseasons Bloodstock (Great Britain). 0-Triton Stable. T-Roger L. Attfield. 
J-Jose L. Ortiz. Time: 2:29.58. Margin: 314. 2nd: Vevina. 3rd: Homeland Security. 


5/18 The Very One ($100K). 5 F. Off Turf. 3&up, F&M. 


Winner: WILD ABOUT STAR (ch.m., 5, Star Guitar—Wild About Marie, by Wildcat Heir). B/O-Brittlyn Stables Inc. (La.). T-Jose M. Camejo. J-Daniel Centeno. Time: :56.93. 
Margin: 1 3 A 2nd: Jo Jo Air. 3rd: Misericordia (GB). 
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Hammond\ Zabarajad team up 
to find peace in a new partnership 

By liana Cramer / Photos by Jerry Dsjenvinski 


J essica Hammond is a staple around Laurel Park and Pimlico Race 
Course. When you meet her, you might first notice her welcoming 
smile and her ability to remember details about each and every person 
and horse she connects with—a gift that makes you feel like you’ve known 
her your entire life. 

At the track she is the program administrator for Maryland racing’s 
Beyond the Wire, which helps rehabilitate and rehome racehorses. Day- 
to-day she runs operations and additionally, works for the Maryland 
Thoroughbred Horsemen’s Association as a benevolence and counseling 
director. 


Hammond is a driving force not only in 
the Mid-Atlantic, but for the industry as a 
whole. She speaks on behalf of the horses 
who can’t, and prides herself on being able 
to connect with them on a deeper level. 

What many don’t see behind her 
patience, commitment and fire is another 
battle she is tackling—with muscular dys¬ 
trophy-and the horse who has been there 
since the beginning. Diagnosed in her 
teens with the genetic muscle disorder 
facioscapulohumeral muscular dystrophy, 
a progressive muscle degeneration with 
increasing weakness and muscle atrophy. 
In FSHD, weakness first and most seri¬ 
ously affects the face, shoulders and upper 
arms, but the disease usually also causes 
weakness in other muscles. FSHD usually 
progresses very slowly and rarely affects 
the heart or respiratory system. Most peo¬ 
ple with the disease are able to have a 
normal life span. 

“I was probably born with it, but I 
didn’t get diagnosed with it until I was a 
teenager. Before I rode a ton I was actually 
a ballerina, and I couldn’t dance anymore 
because I couldn’t raise my arms over 
my head,” Jessica Hammond said in a 
Maryland Jockey Club press release pro¬ 
moting June’s Canter for the Cause event 
at Pimlico. “I was riding a little bit and I 
wanted to ride more but dancing was tak¬ 
ing up so much of my time. I was disap¬ 
pointed to not be able to dance anymore 
when I realized what was wrong with me 
was going to be permanent, but then I just 
thought, Well, OK, now I can ride more,’ 


and that’s what I did. I switched from 
dancing to riding because I don’t have to 
hold a horse over my head. 

"There’s no treatment for it, so there’s 
not really anything special that I do,” she 
added. £ Tve gone to physical therapy in 
the past, which has helped me get stronger 
and helped get me stronger for riding, but 
riding really keeps me in pretty good shape. 
And just barn chores, too.” 

Cue the horse. 

Eleven-year-old plain bay gelding 
Zabarajad (Ire), a son of Invincible Spirit 
and the Rainbow Quest mare Zalaiyma, 
was bred for speed and quality on the turf 
by His Highness The Aga Khan’s Studs. 
For top Irish trainer John Oxx, Zabarajad 
finished sixth in the Irish Two Thousand 
Guineas-Gl at The Curragh in 2011, won 
at Gowran Park that summer and even 
made a start at Dubai’s Meydan Racecourse 
in 2012. Alas, the big time never quite 
materialized and after 10 starts and that 
lone win, he was in the Goffs Ireland 
horses in training sale in 2012. 

Hammond and her husband Scott, who 
trained and operated Somerset Racing, 
made the trip to purchase a few horses. 

££ My husband fell in love with Zabarajad. 
We got him and one other horse and 
shipped them back to the U.S. to run here,” 
Jessica Hammond said. ££ He was mediocre 
on the dirt, but was paying his bills. We 
knew he was a turf sprinter, but when we 
shipped him back it wasn’t turf season.” 

The Hammonds quickly got attached to 
Zabarajad and were persistent in trying to 


get the horse to use his abilities while rac¬ 
ing. He lost his first four starts. Then came 
his one big day on an American track as he 
stormed off the turn to win a 5-furlong 
turf sprint at Pimlico at 41-1 in April 2013. 

"First time out on the turf he was one 
of the longshots, because no one knew 
what to make of him,” Hammond said. 
"He won by 2 lengths. I put $20 on him 
to win and won $800, and that was it. He 
never did much more than that, which was 
why they were se llin g him in Ireland. He 
has all the ability in the world, built for 
speed, but he just really didn’t like to run. 
We knew he had the ability we just didn’t 
know how to get him to use it and when he 
finally won it was a special moment for us.” 

After two wins in 18 starts, Zabarajad 
wasn’t exactly destined for greatness. A 
chip in his knee set the horse back even 
further with surgery, recovery and the 
potential for arthritis. Doing right by the 
horse, the Hammonds decided to move 
him into a second career and try his luck 
at ponying. 

"He was really cantankerous and feisty 
to handle,” Jessica Hammond said. "While 
he was being trained to be a pony, the plan 
somehow morphed into him becoming my 
horse. I never would have ever thought of 
him as a horse for me.” 

Of course, he loved it. 

There was never a point where she 
didn’t trust Zabarajad, rather she had to 
fully trust her body and ability to handle 
the horse. 

"Looking at a horse, who’s a sprinter- 
built like a stereotypical sprinter, I just 
thought, £ Can I handle this?’” Jessica 
Hammond said. "It’s kind of goofy to say, 
but I would go into his stall and just look 
into his eyes. We kind of talked to each 
other that way. I was soft and gentle and 
took my time with him. I got comfortable 
just being around him.” 

Getting on Zabarajad was another big 
step in their relationship. For Jessica the 
process was slow, but rewarding. 

"The first year was a lot of Scott lead¬ 
ing me around and walking next to me and 
then the second and third year I started 
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Top: Jessica Hammond and husband Scott 
visit the Pimlico winner’s circle (again) with 
Zabarajad during Canter for the Cause. 


Bottom: Zabarajad tries out the starting gate for 
the first time since 2013 with gate crewman 
Jeff Dzbynski. 


trail riding him,” Hammond said. “I would 
ride, but I was still getting nervous. It’s lit¬ 
erally been this year where our relationship 
has exploded. We totally get each other, he 
totally trusts me. He seems to know I’m 
riding him and he’s careful with me.” 

For Jessica Hammond, Zabarajad 
brought out a newfound confidence in 
herself. Belief in her body again marked 
an important step mentally and then physi¬ 
cally. 

“I know I have a disease and I know I 
have limitations, but I have no lack of con¬ 
fidence to what I can do now physically,” 
she said. “Being able to ride Zabarajad and 
know how powerful and strong he is and 
being able to handle him and be OK with 
it has given me so much confidence.” 

A huge physical win came this year 
when she built up muscle from riding and 
physical therapy. 

“Hearing from my physical therapist 
that there are actual measurements of 
building muscle, it just boosted every¬ 
thing,” Jessica Hammond said. 

Self-categorized as a perky person, she 
saw the measurements that aligned with 
the strength she was regaining and feel¬ 
ing—and positivity washed over her. 

“It almost feels like an honor to me that 
he trusts me and feels affection towards 
me,” she said. “Just being with him and 
seeing that I have had an impact on him 
too, that is just amazing, there is no better 
feeling than that.” 

A trip back to Ireland for her 40th birth¬ 
day brought a chance to follow Zabarajad’s 
lineage and learn more about his sire and 
siblings. 

“I communicated with Gilltown Stud 
where he was bred,” Jessica Hammond 


said. “They were willing to give us a private 
tour. I asked our tour guide, who managed 
the farm, ‘Do you remember my horse?’ 
We were walking across this beautifully 
manicured lawn. He stopped and looked at 
me and said, ‘Do I remember your horse? 
Of course I do, he was a huge disappoint¬ 
ment.’ We all started laughing.” 

Zabarajad never disappoints now. Not 
only has he made an impact on Jessica 
Hammond, but he has allowed her to 
approach her job in a different way. For 
Beyond the Wire, she works on intake of 
horses looking to transition to second 
careers off of the racetrack. She evaluates 
them, notes any injuries or limitations, 
takes photos and coordinates with Thor¬ 
oughbred Aftercare Alliance-approved fos¬ 
ter homes. 

“I just constanfiy keep in mind, differ¬ 
ent horses can have different demeanors in 
different settings,” Jessica Hammond said. 
“You may have a horse at the track who is 
difficult, but you don’t want to advertise 
them to people as that. But the horse just 
may not like what they are doing, or be so 
fit and race ready that they are not going 
to act like that somewhere else. I can see 
something good in every horse that I 
meet in my job. I approach them all like 
I approach my own horse, gentle, patient 
and not expecting them to perform.” 

Just as Jessica was able to relay how 
important Zabarajad was in her life to his 
breeders, she is now working to keep those 
relationships active between the horses she 
rehomes at Beyond the Wire with their rac¬ 
ing connections. 

“I can go back to an owner or a trainer 
and say, ‘Look at what your horse is doing 
now.’ It really encourages them to retire 
their racehorses responsibly and feel good 
about it,” she said. “When people start see¬ 
ing all the things their horses are capable 
of doing off of the racetrack it makes 
them retire the next horse responsibly and 
sound.” 

The game is full of ex-racehorses 
who transitioned to standout careers in 
the show ring and other disciplines, but 
Zabarajad’s new career involves something 
far simpler—if just as big. 

“There are all these differences between 
us, but instead of it being a problem 
we actually just help each other,” Jessica 
Hammond said. “Here I am being told 
not to trust this horse and I’m watching 
him run like a demon. I’m thinking, ‘Wow 
I can’t do all that,’ but I totally can. He’s 
probably the happiest he’s ever been. I 
am not going to be an Olympic rider, but 
I have goals now and I’m not limiting 
myself.” ^ 
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RACE DISTANCE TO BE RUN PURSE CLOSES NOM-FEES 

_ (Guaranteed) _ 


THE DELAWARE OAKS - Grade III For Fillies 3 Year Olds 

1 mile & 1/16 

July 6 

$300,000 

June 22 

$200 

The Carl Hanford Memorial Stakes - Grade BT 3 Year Olds & Upward 

1 mile & 1/16 

July 6 

$50,000 

June 24 

FREE 

The Robert G. Dick Memorial - Grade III Fillies and Mares-3 Year Olds & Upward 

1 mile & 3/8 (Turf) 

July 6 

$200,000 

June 24 

$200 

The Kent Stakes - Grade III For 3 Year Olds 

1 mile & 1/8 (Turf) 

July 6 

$200,000 

June 24 

$200 

The Cape Henlopen Stakes - Grade BT 3 Year Olds & Upward 

1 mile & 1/2 (Turf) 

July 6 

$75,000 

June 24 

$150 

THE DELAWARE HANDICAP - Grade II Fillies and Mares-3 Year Olds & Upward 

1 mile & 1/4 

July 13 

$750,000 

June 29 

$250 

The Hockessin Stakes -Grade BT 3 Year Olds & Upward 

6 furlongs 

July 13 

$100,000 

June 29 

$150 

The Dashing Beauty Stakes - Grade BT For Fillies and Mares-3 Year Olds & Upward 

MATCHSERIES 

6 furlongs 

July 13 

$100,000 

June 29 

$200 

The Just A Kiss Stakes For Fillies and Mares-3 Year Olds & Upward ' SERjES 

1 mile & 1/16 (Turf) 

July 13 

$100,000 

June 29 

$200 

The Glasgow Stakes For 3 Year Olds & Upward 

71/2 furlongs (Turf) 

July 13 

$100,000 

June 29 

$200 

The DTHA Governors Day Handicap** 0 3 Year Olds & Upward 

1 mile & 70 yds 

Sept 28 

$75,000 

Sept 14 

$150 

The First State Dash © * For 2 Year Olds 

5 1/2 furlongs 

Sept 28 

$100,000 

Sept 14 

$200 

The Small Wonder © * For Fillies-2 Year Olds 

5 1/2 furlongs 

Sept 28 

$100,000 

Sept 14 

$200 

The New Castle © * For 3 Year Olds & Upward 

6 furlongs 

Sept 28 

$100,000 

Sept 14 

$200 

The Tax Free Shopping Distaff (D* For Fillies and Mares-3 Year Olds & Upward 

6 furlongs 

Sept 28 

$100,000 

Sept 14 

$200 

The George Rosenberger Memorial** 0 For Fillies and Mares-3 Year Olds & Upward 

1 mile & 1/16 (Turf) 

Sept 28 

$75,000 

Sept 14 

$150 


Horsemen please remember to check all condition books for Overnight Stakes that are not listed here for the 2019 Racing Season. 


* restricted to Delaware-bred and/or Certified horses © denotes Delaware Certified 0 Delaware Certified horses will receive up to a $50,000 bonus if finish 1 st, 2nd or 3rd 

** restricted to horses who made a 2019 start at Delaware Park (stake races excluded) 

For more info cail/email:Jom Creel 302.994.2521 x7277 (tcreel@delawarepark.com), Stanley Shina 302.994.2521 x7226 


LIVE THOROUGHBRED RACING May 4 - October 5 


CASINO AT DELAWARE PARK *777 Delaware Park Boulevard* Wilmington, DE 19804* 1.800.41.SLOTS* DelawarePark.com 
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B rad Grady knows what it’s like. He’s won graded stakes 
with the likes of Girvin and Mom’s On Strike, campaigned 
$400,000 earners Supermason and Cool Arrow, found success 
at racetracks big and small. Good horses are difficult to find, which 
sometimes makes Grady’s other racing venture—a pinhooking partner¬ 
ship with consignor Bobby Dodd—at least a little bittersweet. 
Especially when they sell a horse they really like. 


simple question of whether it’s difficult 
to sell some horses —even for big prices. 
“It’s hard to let horses go. I race them 
too. I’ve had some good horses. We’ve 
taken a horse to the Kentucky Derby and 
won Grade 1 races, there’s no other feel¬ 
ing like that in the world. Outside one of 
my kids being born, that’s it.” 

Grady took lengthy breaths between 
those short sentences, partly to compose 
himself, partly to wonder if it all really 
happened and partly to accept congratu¬ 
lations from a slew of well-wishers just 
outside the sales pavilion in the barn 
area. 

“You can’t expect that,” Grady said 
of the seven-figure result. “We knew 


$29.3 million for the two-day sale May 
20 - 21 . 

Grady had to check his emotions 
afterward. 

“You’re damn right . . . You’re damn 
right it is . . . You’re damn right ... I’d 
be a liar if I said it wasn’t,” he said to the 


Dodd and Grady topped Fasig- 
Tipton Midiantic’s May 2-year-old sale at 
Timonium, Md., with an Into Mischief 
filly who fetched $1.8 million on a bid 
by agent Donato Lanni. The price was a 
record for a public auction in Maryland, 
and fueled a record gross of more than 
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she was going to bring a good amount of 
money, but to expect a million eight, no 
you can’t expect that. I was watching from 
the back. You have a good idea who’s on 
the horse, but I don’t watch the people, I 
just watch the horse. We put a reserve on 
her that we were comfortable with and 
then after that the horse is on the market.” 

Bids flew around the pavilion as the 
price rose in a hurry. Lanni and client 
Michael Lund Petersen (with trainer Bob 
Baffert on the phone) landed the winning 
bid from the back ring. Trainer John Servis 
went to $1.1 million on the daughter of the 
stakes-placed Kafwain mare Peggy Jane, 
and most every other major buyer took a 
swing. The final price broke the record of 
$1.5 million set in 2017, and confirmed 
the opinion of Grady and Dodd. They 
bought the bay, bred in Kentucky by Grace 
Thoroughbred Holdings, for $220,000 at 
Keeneland September, and loved the way 
she developed. Her sire, whose proge¬ 
ny averaged $468,333 at the sale, carried 
impact but so did her 1-furlong breeze in 
10 seconds flat, conformation, wide blaze, 
four white socks and attitude. 

“The second or third time Bobby 
breezed her at our farm he told me, ‘She’s 
a freak,’” Grady said. “Bobby doesn’t give 
out accolades that much. We’ve had a good 
run together, it’s special, it’s special. She’s 
all class. What you saw was what you got 
with her.” 

Beyond the filly and all her attributes, 
Grady credited his team and saved special 
thanks for Fasig-Tipton, Timonium’s dirt 
track and the right mix of buyers for the 
success. 

“It wasn’t that many years ago we 
topped the sale here at $450,000 I think 


and to see how far it’s come is a testament 
to the Fasig-Tipton people,” he said. “Boyd 
[Browning] and the team he’s concocted 
are a first-class operation. They get the 
buyers here, they get the horses here. They 
do a hell of a job.” 

Grady will still miss the opportunity 
to race Hip 360 in his silks. That privilege 
landed in the lap of Petersen, a Marylander 
whose flat horses (graded winners Mor 
Spirit and Mucho Gusto among them) are 
based in California with Baffert. 

“Spending $1.8 million is stressful as 
hell, but you know if you want to be 
in it you’ve got to step up to the plate 
once in a while,” said Petersen, founder 
of the Baltimore-based jewelry company 
Pandora. “Bob was absolutely in love with 
this horse. She’s beautiful.” 

The native of Denmark owns a horse 
farm in Butler, Md., campaigns steeple¬ 
chasers with Jack Fisher and gets plenty 
out of Thoroughbred ownership even if 
he knows how fragile the prospects are. 

“I’m not doing it for—hey look at 
me-I’m doing it because my family and 
I have a lot of fun with it and I love the 
action and it’s exciting,” said Petersen, who 
spent $1.55 million on two horses (includ¬ 
ing Mucho Gusto) at the 2018 sale. “It’s 
the horses. I’m in a position to buy nice 
horses, but it wouldn’t matter. I enjoy being 
involved. I know I paid $900,000 more 
than I originally thought I would, and it’s a 
horse, it can get hurt. Nobody knows how 
it will turn out, but that’s part of the charm 
of this.” 

Putting in the Miles 

Consignor Randy Miles missed a chance 
to sell a potential sales-topper at the 2018 



Consignor Bobby Dodd (left) and Brad Grady 
teamed up on the sales-topper, purchased by 
Marylander Michael Lund Petersen (above). 


sale when a Tapit colt was withdrawn late 
by breeder Winchell Thoroughbreds, but 
made up for it with an $850,000 colt this 
year. The second-highest price of the sale 
wowed anyone who saw him and plenty of 
people saw him. The son of Colonel John 
held his looks and his maturity throughout, 
drawing the winning bid from John Dowd 
on behalf of OXO Equine as Hip 528 in a 
600-horse catalog. 

Miles was proud of his horse, and 
loved the chance to talk about a big sale as 
opposed to a big disappointment. 

“I had two quality horses that were 
going to sell well and I didn’t get a chance 
to sell them through the ring and it’s haunt¬ 
ed me from last year,” he said of 2018. 
“Last year I did all the work, I still sold 
them [privately] and I made the money, but 
I didn’t get any notoriety. And the horse 
[ultimately named Nitrous by Winchell and 
partner Stonestreet Thoroughbreds] went 
on to be a Grade 1 horse, he was third 
in the Hopeful, but Fasig-Tipton didn’t 
get any credit for him and I didn’t get any 
credit for him either.” 

Miles got plenty of credit this year. 
He and Bo Hunt bought the bay colt, 
a $10,000 weanling purchase by Susan 
Casner in 2017, privately last fall based 
mainly on looks and watched him improve 
and improve some more. At Timonium, 
a furlong in : 10.20 helped showcase the 
athleticism more and lured traffic to Miles’ 
barn though traffic wasn’t really the issue. 

Athletic, classy 2-year-olds by Colonel 
John, now standing in Korea, draw plenty 
of interest at sales, because they’re typi¬ 
cally affordable. Before the big number at 
Timonium, the sire’s 2-year-olds averaged a 
little more than $51,000 at public auction. 
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Miles figured on more than that, but 
saw the attention from buyers at all levels 
of the market and smiled. 

“Just 4 o’clock yesterday I watched him 
walk and I was like ‘Alan, he’s still chunk¬ 
ing,’ ” said the consignor, who estimated 
130 showings over the final two days of 
the sale. “He’s a cool dude. I’ve been lucky 
enough to be around a lot of good horses 
and HI say this, the good horses find peo¬ 


ple. You can’t find that horse. That horse 
just fell into our lap. I’m not saying I’m 
smart and I knew this and knew that, he 
fell into our lap and then he just cultivated 
into a better and better horse.” 

Dubbed “the quiet giant” by his con¬ 
signor, the colt bred by Silver Springs Stud 
was always headed to Timonium based on 
the calendar and an opportunity to grow 
into himself. 


“We wanted to showcase him on the 
dirt and we wanted to wait for Maryland,” 
said Miles. “You’re always nervous going 
into a sale, especially nervous when you 
know the horse has that kind of talent. 
He just didn’t let us down. He’s just quiet 
about everything and you’re like, Ts he 
feeling OK? Is he feeling OK?’ then all the 
sudden he just fires. That’s him. He’s just 
awesome.” 


TOP-PRICED 2-YEAR-OLDS 


Fillies 

$1,800,000 b.f. Into Mischief—Peggy Jane, by Kafwain (Ky); Bobby 
Dodd, agent; Michael Lund Petersen, Donato Lanni, agent. 

$570,000 b.f. Palace—Prenuptial Vow, by Broken Vow (Iowa); Eddie 
Woods, agent XXX; Speedway Stable. 

$400,000 dk.b./br.f. Ghostzapper—I’m Mom’s Favorite, by Indian 
Charlie (Ky.); Pelican State Thoroughbreds, agent; Lauren Carlisle, 
agent. 

$350,000 ch.f. Bayern—Weight No More, by Pure Prize (Ky.); Waver- 
tree Stables Inc. (Ciaran Dunne), agent II; Belladonna Racing LLC. 

$350,000 b.f. Uncle Mo—Claire’s Song, by Unbridled’s Song (Va.); Top 
Line Sales LLC, agent XII; Lothenbach Stables Inc. 

$335,000 dk.b./br.f. Bernardini—Christmas Lass, by Lemon Drop Kid 
(Ky.); Wavertree Stables Inc. (Ciaran Dunne), agent I; Speedway 
Stable. 

$320,000 dk.b./br.f. Honor Code—Quanah County, by Valid Expecta¬ 
tions (Ky.); Pike Racing, agent; Hamid Radan/Oracle Bloodstock 
agent. 

$230,000 gr./ro.f. The Big Beast—-Therese, by Exchange Rate 
(Fla.); Wavertree Stables Inc. (Ciaran Dunne), agent; Black Type 
Thoroughbreds. 

$230,000 dk.b./br.f. Cairo Prince—Severn Shore, by Pure Prize (Ky.); 
Cary Frommer LLC, agent; Sallusto and Albina, agent. 

$210,000 b.f. Graydar—Sudden Ghost, by Ghostzapper (Ky.); 
Stephens Thoroughbreds LLC, agent I; Selective LLC, Kenneth 
McPeek, agent. 

$200,000 Cleverly, gr./ro.f. Tapit—Indian Run, by Indian Charlie (Ky.); 
Randy Miles, agent II; BSW Bloodstock, Liz Crow, agent. 

$200,000 b.f. Wicked Strong—With Wonder, by Flatter (Ky.); Bobby 
Dodd, agent; Cash is King. 

$200,000 ch.f. Munnings—Remit, by Tapit (Ky.); Randy Miles, agent 
II; Debbie Easter, agent. 

Colts 

$850,000 Vegas Strong, b.c. Colonel John—Tayrona, by A. P. Warrior 
(Ky.); Randy Miles, agent; OXO Equine LLC. 

$710,000 b.c. Into Mischief—Nihilist, by Latent Heat (N.Y.); Top Line 
Sales LLC, agent VIII; Bradley Thoroughbreds LLC, agent. 

$530,000 b.c. American Pharoah—Our Love Tap, by Tapit (Ky.); Paul 
Sharp, agent IV; Tom Durant. 

$500,000 b.c. Street Sense—Forest Fashion, by Forest Wildcat (Ky.); 
Top Line Sales LLC, agent VIII; Kenneth McPeek, agent. 

$475,000 Candy Bar, dk.b./br.c. Uncle Mo—Lady Godiva, by 
Unbridled’s Song (Ky.); Eddie Woods, agent XXXII; Martin S 
Schwartz. 

$450,000 b.c. Into Mischief—Roadbug, by Quality Road (Ky.); Waver¬ 
tree Stables Inc. (Ciaran Dunne), agent II; Phoenix Thoroughbred 
(III) Ltd. 

$385,000 ch.c. Tonalist—You Make Me Sing, by Unbridled’s Song 
(Ky.); Eddie Woods, agent LXXIII; Gary Young. 


$375,000 b.c. Uncle Mo—Ravenist, by Survivalist (Ontario); JSM 
Equine LLC, Wavertree Stables Inc. (Ciaran Dunne), agent; Tobey 
L. Morton, John C. Kimmel, agent. 

$350,000 gr./ro.c. Cairo Prince—Renee’s Queen, by After Market 
(Ky.); Cary Frommer LLC, agent; Eclipse Thoroughbred Partners. 
$325,000 dk.b./br.c. Tapit—With Intention, by Mr. Greeley (Ky.); Pike 
Racing, agent; John Servis for DJ Stable. 

$300,000 dk.b./br.c. Into Mischief—Tiz a Chick, by Tiznow (Ky.); 

Niall Brennan Stables LLC, agent IV; Alike Ryan, agent. 

$300,000 b.c. Into Alischief—Game Show, by Deputy Alinister (Ky.); 
Eddie Woods, agent IX; P. Braverman, T. Pinch and Namcook, 
Reade Baker, agent. 

$300,000 ch.c. Tonalist—Aliss Pauline, by Cat Thief (Md.); Tom 
McCrocklin, agent; Repole Stables, West Bloodstock, agent. 
$290,000 Sagamore Mischief, b.c. Into Alischief—Maddalena, by 
Good and Tough (Md.); Scanlon Training and Sales, agent III; 
Seagull Capital LLC, Timothy Hills, agent. 

$275,000 dk.b./br.c. Malibu Moon—Steely Magnolia, by More Than 
Ready (Ky.); Scanlon Training and Sales, agent X; Lothenbach 
Stables Inc. 

$260,000 ch.c. Khozan—Zurita, by Storm Bird (Fla.); Robert Brewer; 

LRE Racing and R.A. Hill, Kenneth McPeek, agent. 

$260,000 b.c. Tapit—Visions of Clarity (Ire), by Sadler’s Wells (Ky.); 

Wavertree Stables Inc. (Ciaran Dunne), agent; L and N Racing LLC. 
$260,000 b.c. Into Mischief—Cool Spell, by Grand Slam (Ky.); 

McKathan Bros., agent; Tom Durant. 

$250,000 b.c. Daredevil—Seattle Charlie, by Indian Charlie (Ky.); 

Richardson Bloodstock, agent; Steven W Young, agent. 

$240,000 dk.b./br.c. Wicked Strong—El Rebecca, by El Corredor 
(Ky.); Grassroots Training and Sales LLC; Manganaro Bloodstock. 
$220,000 dk.b./br.c. Bayern—Pardonmecomingthru, by Chatain (Ky.); 

De Meric Sales, agent; Tobey L. Morton, John C. Kimmel, agent. 
$210,000 dk.b./br.c. Competitive Edge—Comanche Princess, by 
Indian Charlie (Ky.); Paul Sharp, agent I; Sallusto and Albina, agent. 
$200,000 dk.b./br.c. Awesome Again—Queen Buxley, by Super Saver 
(N.Y); Pick View LLC, agent; Calumet Farm. 

$200,000 Tumbling Sky, ch.c. Competitive Edge—Tareks Dream, 
by Distorted Humor (Ky.); Classic Bloodstock, agent II; B and C 
Horses, SBM, agent. 

$200,000 gr./ro.c. Tapit—Sunny, by Dixieland Band (Ky.); Niall 
Brennan Stables LLC, agent VIII; Steven W Young, agent. 


STATISTICS BY SEX 



Colts 

Fillies 

Geldings 

Sold 

172 

153 

1 

Gross 

$17,092,500 

$12,196,500 

$85,000 

Average 

$99,375 

$79,716 

$85,000 

Median 

$50,000 

$40,000 

$85,000 
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Hip 528, who brought $850,000, breezes for consignor Randy Miles at Timonium, was a $10,000 pin hook for the former Virginian. 


Double the Fun 

Top Line Sales put two horses in the 
top six, getting $500,000 for a Street Sense 
colt to pace the first day and $710,000 for 
an Into Mischief colt early on the second 
day Both horses figured to sell well, even 
if Top Line’s Torie Gladwell wouldn’t say 
they were alike. 

“They’re not similar horses at all, by any 
means,” she said. “They’re very different 
in stature physically and pedigree wise, but 
they’re both racehorses. I wouldn’t want to 
run them against each other.” 

That will have to wait decisions by 
others. Trainer Kenny McPeek landed the 
Street Sense colt, a half-brother to two 
winners. The bay Kentucky-bred worked 
a quarter-mile in :21.80. His Top Line 
stablemate went a quarter in :21.60 and was 
purchased by Bradley Thoroughbreds. The 
Into Mischief impact helped fuel the big 
price, as did a pedigree including half-sister 
City of the Dead and Grade 1-winning 
relatives Ermine, Dowsing and Fire the 
Groom. 

Despite her reservations about a match¬ 
up, Gladwell said the colts met up a few 
times on the farm in Florida. 

“They trained together in the same set 
for a long time until they started getting 


too aggressive and we split them up and 
started breezing them separately,” she said. 
“You don’t want to do too much too early, 
just because they’re still maturing.” 

The Street Sense colt was pointed for 
Timonium from the beginning, but the 
Into Mischief colt did not meet his reserve 
at Fasig-Tipton’s Florida sale in March. 

“He did everything right there, he went 
10 and 1, galloped out good, but he was 
just still immature,” Gladwell said. “He’s a 
big horse, leggy and was a little soft down 
there. Here, he just looked like a man. That 
much more time makes a difference.” 

Like anyone who won a high-dollar bid¬ 
ding battle for a horse, Bradley raved about 
his purchase for client Bill Lawrence. 

“I liked everything about him—beauti¬ 
ful balance, good stride, good mind,” said 
Bradley. “It is so hard to buy a good horse. 
None of us are that much smarter than the 
rest. There are a lot of good judges here. A 
good horse comes in and there’s plenty of 
money for a good horse. I’ve heard it from 
everybody we’ve talked to lately, we had to 
stretch.” 

The two near the top helped push Top 
Line to the head of the consignors’ list by 
average at $324,000 for five sold. 

Like Gladwell, Eddie Woods enjoyed a 
strong sale with three horses in the top 10 — 


a $570,000 Palace filly, a $475,000 Uncle 
Mo colt and a $385,000 Tonalist colt. 
Agent Marette Farrell bought the Palace 
filly for Speedway Stable, in the process 
perhaps setting a record. The filly was bred 
in Iowa by H. Allen Poindexter. 

“She’s probably the highest-priced 
Iowa-bred 2-year-old of all-time,” Woods 
said with a laugh [editor’s note: we didn’t 
look it up]. Home state aside, the bay filly 
has as much potential as the Hawkeye 
wrestling team thanks to a furlong work 
in : 10.20 and a deep pedigree. Her half- 
sister Theperfectvow is a six-time winner 
and a force in Iowa-bred races at Prairie 
Meadows. Other relatives include Grade 1 
winners Banshee Breeze, Antonoe, Mutual 
Trust and Hilda’s Passion. Woods took 
the filly to Florida for the March sale, and 
expected big things only to be frustrated 
from the start. 

“It was wrong from the minute she got 
off the van,” he said. “She worked fast 
[: 10], joint-fastest work of the sale—on 
her wrong lead—and it was just wrong. She 
didn’t handle Miami at all. I should have 
sent her home. It was disappointing.” 

As Woods put it, maybe the horses feel 
the pressure at the early 2-year-old sale. 
Fasig-Tipton’s March sale is at Gulfstream 
Park, a mile racetrack with all its busy times 
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and action. The 2-year-olds who sell well 
fetch massive prices (topped by a $3.65 
million Curlin colt and five others at $1 
million or more this year), and some go the 
way of the Palace filly. 

“When you go down to Miami and it’s 
hot and you’re in that big tent with the 
temporary stalls, everything needs to be 
just spot on,” Woods said. “It’s not the 


LEADING CONSIGNORS 
BY AVERAGE 

(THREE OR MORE SOLD) 


Top Line Sales (5).$324,000 

Bobby Dodd (10).253,800 

Pelican State Thoroughbreds (3).208,333 

Randy Miles (9).171,889 

Pike Racing (7). 159,571 

Eddie Woods (14). 156,357 

Wavertree Stables (18). 153,222 

Paul Sharp (9). 129,667 

Robert Brewer (3). 124,333 

Scanlon Training & Sales (12).118,667 


LEADING CONSIGNORS 
BY GROSS 

Wavertree Stables (18). 

$2,758,000 

Bobby Dodd (10). 

. 2,538,000 

Eddie Woods (14). 

.2,189,000 

Grassroots Training & Sales (32)... 

.1,804,500 

Top Line Sales (5). 

.1,620,000 

Randy Miles (9). 

.1,547,000 

Scanlon Training & Sales (12). 

.1,424,000 

Paul Sharp (9). 

.1,167,000 

Cary Frommer (15). 

.1,127,500 

Pike Racing (7). 

.1,117,000 


LEADING BUYERS 
BY GROSS 


Michael Lund Petersen 

(Donato Lanni, agt.) (1).$1,800,000 

Lothenbach Stables (5).1,105,000 

Tom Durant (3).920,000 

Speedway Stable (2).905,000 

Seagull Capital 

(Timothy Hills, agt) (5).855,000 

0X0 Equine (1).850,000 

Bradley Thoroughbreds, agent (1).710,000 

Kenneth McPeek, agt (3).600,000 

Tobey L. Morton 

(John C. Kimmel, agt) (2).595,000 

Sallusto & Albina, agt (3).585,000 


first time it’s happened to us, where one 
just doesn’t get it right in Miami. You can’t 
stutter-step in Miami. That’s a fancy sale. 
It’s like stutter-stepping in Saratoga with a 
yearling. It’s over if you do.” 

Woods (who paid $170,000 for the filly 
as a yearling) ultimately opted to withdraw, 
regrouped back home in Ocala and aimed 
for Maryland. She might as well be an 
honorary Terp, working a furlong in : 10.20 
while nailing her lead change and drawing 
a crowd in the ring. 

“She came around, she blossomed, she 
grew again, got better looking if that was 
possible and she did her job,” said Woods, 
the sales third-leading consignor by gross 
with 14 sold for $2,189,000. 

Buying Power 

Trainers John Kimmel and John Servis 
traded punches with the agents near the 
top of the market throughout the sale, and 
were weary from the efforts — despite land¬ 
ing several horses each. 

“Yesterday I thought today we were 
going to be able to get some horses at a 
bargain price and today, early on, I was 
like, £ Oh crap these guys are here to buy,’ ” 
Servis said near the end of the second day. 
“We got outrun on two horses we were 
pretty hefty on. I guess everyone was wait¬ 
ing for today. Big time, it was competitive.” 

Servis signed two tickets as agent, 
another for longtime client DJ Stable and 
assisted client Chuck Zacney’s Cash is 
King operation. For DJ Stable, Servis went 
to $325,000 to land Hip 589, a Tapit colt, 
from Pike Racing. The trainer called the 
dark bay half-brother to Group 3 winner 
Maftool “the one we really wanted” and 
few would argue. 

“I just liked him,” Servis said. “He’s not 
real big which is fine with me, and he had a 
lot of balance. He’s out of a little bit older 
mare but not a lot of her foals have run. 
She’s only had three to race and gotten a 
Grade 3 winner already. There are a lot of 
things to like about him and he’s a Tapit. I 
thought he was a really good horse.” 

Like Servis, Kimmel went after quality 
at the top of the market and was denied 
a few times while still coming up with 
three-$375,000 and $220,000 colts for 
Tobey Morton and a $150,000 American 
Pharoah filly for Thirty Year Farm. 

“You go as far as you can, where it 
seems like it’s reasonable,” Kimmel said 
of the bidding process. “When they go 
over the 500 level, 700, few of them seem 
like they’re worth what you give for them. 
It happens, but it’s not easy. We kind of 
re-evaluated and there were a couple colts 


[Tuesday] we really liked and we were 
happy to get them.” 

Morton and her husband Michael cam¬ 
paign stakes winner Pacific Gale (who 
has placed in four Grade 3 stakes) with 
Kimmel and are regulars at Saratoga. Their 
new colts could see action there this sum¬ 
mer. 

“The Bayern colt looked like a nice, 
typey horse that Nick de Meric had,” said 
Kimmel. “I’ve been buying horses off him 
for 30 years probably. He said he was a no- 
brainer. He looks like he could be a sum¬ 
mer horse, beautiful set of films, breezed 
nice, did everything you’d want.” 

The second colt, by Uncle Mo, came 
from the barn of the sale’s leading con¬ 
signor by gross Wavertree Stables and was 
back on the market after acting up in the 
pre-sale workout and being withdrawn 
from the March sale in Florida with a 
minor injury. The $225,000 yearling pur¬ 
chase was better behaved at Timonium and 
made Kimmel pay attention. 

“He’s smashing physically, a nice pres¬ 
ence to him,” said Kimmel. “They sent him 
back to the farm, gave him three weeks of 
time to get him through it and he probably 
wasn’t as tight as he needed to be here but 
the guy who gets on him told me this was 
one of the nicest horses he gets on for 
them.” 

From the family of stakes horses Tothe- 
moonandback, Ruby Park and Breeders’ 
Cup winner Wavell Avenue, the Canadian- 
bred might even put the New York/ 
Florida-based Kimmel on the road. 

“Maybe you’ll see Kimmel in Canada, 
you never know,” said the trainer. “The 
Mortons have stepped up pretty big this 
year and bought some nice horses. They 
love the game and they want to have some 
fun.” 

Agent Josh Stevens outbid Servis, 
Kimmel and several others to get Hip 
350 on behalf of owner Tom Durant for 
$530,000. The American Pharoah colt, 
consigned by Paul Sharp, worked a furlong 
in : 10.60 and brought a pedigree including 
his dam the Tapit daughter Our Love Tap, 
a winning half-brother Destiny Awaits and 
Grade 1 winner Dearest Trickski. 

Stevens paid credit to a mix of factors 
for the purchase. 

“We had bought an American Pharoah 
for him that was from Tapit’s family so this 
colt out of a Tapit mare made us look,” 
he said of a $275,000 2-year-old bought 
in April. “He made the list and we’ve been 
really happy with that filly. Physically when 
he stands in front of you he’s got a little 
bit of growing up to do, but on video and 
tape and the numbers and everything else 
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he was one of the top horses at the sale 
for us.” 

Stevens also gave credit to Durant, 
who went along with the idea of giving 
the horse some turnout time after the 
sale, allowing for even more maturity and 
development. 

“That gave us a little more confidence 
to go after a horse we thought was going 
to be better as he gets older,” said Stevens, 
who nearly stopped bidding. “We were 
going to be done there at five [hundred 
thousand] and he decided he wanted the 
horse at the last second so I just took my 
marching orders from him. I shook my 
head this way [no] a couple times and I 
shook my head this way [yes] a couple 
times too.” 

Regional News 

An Uncle Mo filly, consigned by Top 
Line Sales, led all regional-breds at $350,000 
on a bid by Lothenbach Stables. Bred in 
Virginia by Jim and Katie FitzGerald, the 
bay filly is a half-sister Elusive Mischief, 
who won Laurel Park’s Punch Line Stakes 
for Lothenbach and trainer Ian Wilkes last 
year. 

Seven Maryland-breds reached six fig¬ 
ures, paced by a $300,000 Tonalist colt 
from consignor Tom McCrocklin. Hip 
302 sold early on the second day, and 
was purchased by Repole Stables via West 
Bloodstock. Bred by Country Life Farm, 
the colt previously sold for $65,000 as 
a weanling and was a $90,000 RNA as 
a yearling last year. This time around, a 
quarter-mile breeze in :22 combined with 
a deep back end of his pedigree to spur 
some action. The colt’s dam Miss Pauline, 
bred in Pennsylvania by Phyllis Wyeth, is a 
half-sister to Grade 1 winner Union Rags. 
Another half-sister, Tempo West, pro¬ 
duced European star Declaration of War 
among others. The much-traveled Miss 
Pauline sold for $13,000 as a yearling at 
Timonium, won six races at Penn National 
and Parx Racing before being claimed for 
Wyeth by Kathy Neilson for $7,500. The 
mare produced three foals for Wyeth, 
and was purchased for $40,000 (carrying 
the Tonalist colt) by Country Life’s Raise 
You broodmare partnership in 2016. Bred 
to Mosler, she sold again late last year to 
Alison Delgado for $15,000. 

Sagamore Mischief, a Maryland-bred 
Into Mischief colt, fetched $290,000 from 
trainer Tim Hills on behalf of Seagull 
Capital. Bred by Ned Williams and Mike 
Mattese, the colt is a half-brother to Grade 
2 winner Bern Identity. Their Maryland- 
bred dam Maddalena won a Grade 3 and 
three other races for trainer Todd Pletcher. 


Hip 302, a Tonalist colt, topped the Maryland-breds at $300,000. 


Regional stallions Golden Lad, Bourbon 
Courage and Imagining were all repre¬ 
sented by their first 2-year-olds at auction. 
Six of the eight Golden Lads offered sold 
for an average of $74,667 while Bourbon 
Courage ($49,000 average) and Imagining 
($43,333) had three sales each. 

Spendthrift Farm stallion Into Mischief 
made more noise than any other at the sale, 
leading the way with a $4,215 million gross 


and $468,333 average. He was responsible 
for the first-, third- and eighth-highest 
priced horses at the sale and put seven 
in the top 25 from the nine sold and 13 
offered. 

Report Card 

The big numbers at the top of the mar¬ 
ket drove positive returns on nearly every 
indicator. Fasig-Tipton set records for an 


Bred in Virginia, Hip 90 went for $350,000 to lead all regional-breds at the sale. 
The Uncle Mo filly was purchased by Lothenbach Stables. 
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TOP 10 SIRES BY GROSS 


Into Mischief (9).$4,215,000 

Uncle Mo (4).1,345,000 

Street Sense (6).1,030,000 

Tapit (5).1,020,000 

Bayern (6). 860,000 

Colonel John (2). 854,000 

Competitive Edge (9). 820,000 

Tonalist (3). 705,000 

Palace (8). 704,000 

American Pharoah (2). 680,000 


TOP 10 SIRES BY AVERAGE 

(THREE OR MORE SOLD) 


Into Mischief (9).$468,333 

Uncle Mo (4).336,250 

Tonalist (3).235,000 

Tapit (5).204,000 

Cairo Prince (3).201,667 

Street Sense (6).171,667 

Ghostzapper (3).146,667 

Bayern (6).143,333 

Justin Phillip (3).113,333 

Malibu Moon (4).105,250 


individual sale and gross receipts. The 
average price of $90,104 rose nearly 21 
percent. The median jumped from $38,000 
to $43,000. Eighty-six horses brought 
$100,000 or more, up seven over 2018. 
Perhaps even more remarkable, 97 horses 
received winning bids between $25,000 
and $49,999 (an increase of 21 over 2018). 

“I was hoping we would do something 
big based on what everybody was telling 
me they were bringing,” said Paget Bennett, 
Fasig-Tipton Midiantic’s sales director. “It 
all came to be. Everybody’s very positive 
about what they bring, but they were well- 
received and they proved themselves on 
the racetrack and in the ring. You hope to 
always improve off your previous year, but 
this really exceeded my expectations.” 


PINH00KERS’ SCORECARD 


Horses who sold for $150,000 or more, and exceeded 

their previous auction selling price by at least $100,000 or 

100 percent: 

$1,800,000 b.f. Into Mischief—Peggy Jane, by Kafwain. kee sept 
18 $220,000 

$850,000 Vegas Strong, b.c. Colonel John—Tayrona, by A. P. 
Warrior, kee nov 17 $10,000 

$710,000 b.c. Into Mischief—-Nihilist, by Latent Heat./7r aug 18 
$265,000 

$570,000 b.f. Palace—Prenuptial Vow, by Broken Vow. kee sept 
18 $170,000 

$530,000 b.c. American Pharoah—Our Love Tap, by Tapit. kee 
sept 18 $200,000 

$500,000 b.c. Street Sense—Forest Fashion, by Forest Wildcat. 
kee sept 18 $280,000 

$475,000 Candy Bar, dk.b./br.c. Uncle Mo—Lady Godiva, by 
Unbridled’s Song, kee sept 18 $225,000 

$450,000 b.c. Into Mischief—Roadbug, by Quality Road, kee sept 
18 $340,000 

$400,000 dk.b./br.f. Ghostzapper—I’m Mom’s Favorite, by 
Indian Charlie.^ oct 18 $185,000 

$375,000 b.c. Uncle Mo—Ravenist, by Survivalist. kee sept 18 
$225,000 

$350,000 ch.f. Bayern—Weight No More, by Pure Prize, kee sept 
18 $170,000 

$350,000 gr./ro.c. Cairo Prince—Renee’s Queen, by After 
Market, fts aug 18 $200,000 

$350,000 b.f. Uncle Mo—Claire’s Song, by Unbridled’s Son g. ftk 
oct 18 $160,000 

$335,000 dk.b./br.f. Bernardini—Christmas Lass, by Lemon 
Drop Kid .ftk oct 18 $137,000 

$325,000 dk.b./br.c. Tapit—With Intention, by Mr. Greeley, jtk 
July 18 $155,000 

$320,000 dk.b./br.f. Honor Code—Quanah County, by Valid 
Expectations, kee nov 17 $100,000 


$300,000 b.c. Into Mischief—Game Show, by Deputy Minister. 
jtk ju/y 18 $190,000 

$300,000 ch.c. Tonalist—Miss Pauline, by Cat Thief, jtk nov 17 
$65,000 

$290,000 Sagamore Mischief, b.c. Into Mischief—Maddalena, by 
Good and Tough, obs oct 18 $90,000 

$275,000 dk.b./br.c. Malibu Moon—Steely Magnolia, by More 
Than Ready, kee sept 18 $25,000 

$260,000 ch.c. Khozan—Zurita, by Storm Bird, ftk july 18 
$60,000 

$260,000 b.c. Tapit—Visions of Clarity (Ire), by Sadler’s Wells. 
ftk oct 18 $130,000 

$250,000 b.c. Daredevil—Seattle Charlie, by Indian Charlie, kee 
sept 18 $100,000 

$240,000 dk.b./br.c. Wicked Strong—El Rebecca, by El 
Corredor./7/£ oct 18 $27,000 

$230,000 gr./ro.f. The Big Beast—Therese, by Exchange Rate. 
obs oct 18 $45,000 

$220,000 dk.b./br.c. Bayern—Pardonmecomingthru, by 
Chatain. kee jan 18 $100,000 

$210,000 dk.b./br.c. Competitive Edge—Comanche Princess, 
by Indian Charlie. july 18 $75,000 

$200,000 Tumbling Sky, ch.c. Competitive Edge—Tareks 
Dream, by Distorted Humor, ftm oct 18 $13,000 

$200,000 b.f. Wicked Strong—With Wonder, by Flatter, kee sept 
18 $17,000 

$195,000dk.b./br.c. Pioneerof the Nile—Century Park, by 
General Meeting. oct 18 $12,000 

$175,000 ch.c. Golden Lad—Corinnaise, by Corinthian, ftm oct 
18 $20,000 

$175,000 ch.f. Justin Phillip—Strikes of Thunder, by Thunder 
Gulch, obs oct 18 $67,000 

$152,000 dk.b./br.c. Freud—Love My Girl, by El Corredor. ftn 
aug 18 $55,000 

$152,000b.f. Commissioner—Morethanvictorious, by More 
Than Ready, ftn aug 18 $50,000 
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Bennett was happy to see some new names among the buy¬ 
ers, a handful of new consignors and the success spread around 
several consignors at the top (14 consignors were responsible for 
the top 25 sales). At two days and 600 horses, the sale has pretty 
much reached its capacity though Bennett was looking toward the 
future already 


TWO-YEAR BID DISTRIBUTION 


2019 2018 



bid 

no. sold 

total amount 

no. sold 

total amount 

> 

$100,000 

86 

$20,544,000 

79 

$16,750,000 

> 

75,000 

22 

1,843,000 

18 

1,502,000 

> 

50,000 

42 

2,431,000 

43 

2,460,000 

> 

25,000 

97 

3,329,000 

76 

2,594,000 

> 

10,000 

68 

1,144,000 

79 

1,316,500 

> 

5,000 

10 

79,000 

32 

229,500 

others 

1 

4,000 

6 

16,500 


“I’m going to have to start working on that tomorrow,” she 
said of 2020. “It’s exciting for Maryland, exciting for the sales and 
hopefully Mr. Petersen is going to have another cover horse next 
year. A lot of [the success] is horsemen like to wait longer. They 
don’t want to push their horses. I know people brought horses that 
they targeted for this sale. They didn’t try any other 2-year-old sale 
this spring so they had that confidence when they were purchasing 
last faU.” # 


TWO-YEAR FIGURES 

2019 

2018 

Number offered 

425 

430 

Number sold 

326 

333 

Percent not sold 

23.3% 

22.6% 

Gross 

$29,374,000 

$24,868,500 

Average 

$90,104 

$74,680 

Median 

$43,000 

$38,000 


Ten-year figures for May 2-year-old sale 

Percentage 



Gross 

A.verage 

No. sold 

buy-backs 

Sales topper 

2019 

$29,374,000 

$90,104 

326 

23.3 percent 

$1,800,000* b.f. by Into Mischief—Peggy Jane, by Kafwain; 
consigned by Bobby Dodd, agent; purchased by Michael Lund 
Petersen, Donato Lanni, agent 

2018 

$24,868,500 

$74,680 

333 

22.6 percent 

$1,200,000 LebronJ, b.c. by Medaglia d’Oro—Tapicat, by 

Tapit; consigned by Hartley/de Renzo Thoroughbreds, agent; 
purchased by Dennis O’Neill 

2017 

$25,237,000 

$76,476 

330 

19.9 percent 

$1,500,000 Curlin’s Honor, ch.c. by Curlin—Franscat, by 

Stormin Fever; consigned by Hartley/de Renzo Thoroughbreds, 
agent; purchased by Breeze Easy and John C. Oxley 

2016 

$23,136,400 

$68,654 

337 

25.9 percent 

$1,000,000 Modest Maven, dk.b./br.f. by Uncle Mo—Dream 
Street, by Tale of the Cat; consigned by Pike Racing, agent; 
purchased by Chester Broman, Linda Rice, agent 

2015 

$22,659,000 

$88,859 

255 

21.5 percent 

$1,250,000 Garnet, b.f. by Smart Strike—Crystal Current, by A.P 
Indy; consigned by Eddie Woods, agent XXIX; purchased by 

Ben McElroy, agent 

2014 

$19,601,000 

$59,578 

329 

23.5 percent 

$520,000 Old Mountain Lane, b.c. War Front—Judy’s Magic, 
by Wavering Monarch; consigned by Eisaman Equine, agent; 
purchased by Steven W Young, agent. 

2013 

$16,675,000 

$66,968 

249 

14.7 percent 

$450,000 Jazz Player, ch.c. Malibu Moon—Partyship, by 
Premiership; consigned by Eddie Woods, agent XXI; 
purchased by G. Contessa for Wounded Warrior 

2012 

$16,721,000 

$53,593 

312 

24.6 percent 

$575,000 Magic Daddy, ch.c. Scat Daddy—Magical Mist, by 
Congaree; consigned by Kings Equine, agent VII; 
purchased by Mercedes Stables 

2011 

$16,211,100 

$47,263 

343 

18.1 percent 

$600,000 Ever So Lucky, b.c. Indian Charlie—Bally Storm, 
by Summer Squall; consigned by Sequel Bloodstock (Becky 
Thomas), agent; purchased by EQB Inc., agent 

2010 

$13,099,500 

$47,984 

273 

12.5 percent 

$650,000 Hailey d’Oro, b.f. Medaglia d’Oro—Chit Chat Pam, by 


Valid Expectations; consigned by Estate of Edmund Gann, 
Eisaman Equine, agent; purchased by Stonestreet Stables 


* The highest-priced horse of any age sold atpublic auction in Maryland, breaking the record of $1,500,000for Curlin's Honor at the 2017 Fasig- 
Tipton MidlanticMay Two-Year-Olds in Training sale. 
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Around the Ovals Penn National 


Smart Choice 

Grade 2 Penn Mile winner Moon Colony 
adds to strong spring for Casse stable 

BY LINDA DOUGHERTY. PHOTOGRAPHS BY LYDIA A. WILLIAMS 


D ay after day, week after week, 
Hollywood Casino at Penn National 
Race Course gives its horsemen and 
fans a chance to make money with steady, 
workmanlike cards. Once a year, it gussies 
up for a special occasion. 

It came June 1, with the seventh run¬ 
ning of the $500,000 Penn Mile Stakes-G2 
for 3-year-olds on the turf. The Penn 
Mile topped a card with seven addition¬ 
al stakes, including the $200,000 Penn 
Oaks, four MATCH Series events valued at 
$100,000 each and two $100,000 stakes for 


Pennsylvania-breds. The weather cooper¬ 
ated in Grantville, with sunshine and low 
humidity. 

Past winners of the Penn Mile include 
Grade 1 winners and millionaires Bobby’s 
Kitten (2014) and Force the Pass (2015), as 
well as the filly Catch a Glimpse, who had 
already won the Breeders’ Cup Juvenile 
Fillies Turf-Gl by the time she shipped 
to Penn National for trainer Mark Casse 
in 2016. 

Fast forward three years and Casse’s 
name was back in the Penn Mile program, 


this time with a horse that was much less 
accomplished than Catch a Glimpse, John 
Oxley’s Moon Colony. But Casse was on a 
hot streak, having saddled Gary Barber’s 
War of Will to victory in the Preakness 
Stakes-Gl two weeks prior. 

Moon Colony, a son of Uncle Mo and 
half-brother to Grade 1 winner Cavorting, 
had been given a break at Casse’s Ocala 
training center after a fifth in the Kitten’s 
Joy Stakes at Gulfstream Park in January. 
The time off had done wonders for the 
colt’s physical and mental well-being, as 
he had fired off two bullet workouts at 
Belmont Park, one against an older stable- 
mate who captured an allowance race in 
New York the day prior to the Penn Mile. 

Handicappers weren’t impressed by 
Moon Colony’s previous record against 
other Penn Mile entrants—Leonard Green’s 
A Thread of Blue, who won the Palm 
Beach-G3 in March and was a narrow 
second to Digital Age (Ire) in the Grade 2 
American Turf on Kentucky Derby Day at 
Churchill Downs, or the Bill Mott-trained 
Casa Creed, the winner of the Kitten’s 
Joy—and dismissed him at 9-1. 



Moon Colony kicks away from the others in the Penn Mile to continue a strong spring for trainer Mark Casse. 
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Taking the call for Casse was Julien 
Leparoux, who decided to forego a rich 
night at Churchill. In the paddock, the 
jockey was given some advice by Casse’s 
New York assistant Jamie Beggs. 

“I told Julien, that from the 1-hole, let 
him do what he wants to do, because the 
way he’s been training he may drag you out 
of there,” said Beggs. 

Leparoux employed just the right 
amount of finesse with the colt, letting 
him break and settle toward the rear of the 
eight-horse field while staying down on the 
fence. Real News went up after the lead, 
shadowed closely by A Thread of Blue. 

Real News set swift early splits on the 
yielding course of :22.71 and :47.60, shak¬ 
ing clear of A Thread of Blue on the back- 
stretch. Moon Colony was eager to run, 
and began lengthening his stride as they 
rounded the far turn. He moved up within 
striking distance and, at the top of the 
lane, rallied while still down on the fence. 
His momentum was so great that he rolled 
past Real News inside the eighth pole, 
Leparoux giving him several right-handed 
taps, and went on to a 1%-length victory 
in 1:37.45. Casa Creed stormed down the 
center of the course to nip Real News for 
the runner-up spot. 

“I wanted to save the ground,” said 
Leparoux. “With the 1 hole, anyway, it 
was the best thing to do. We went pretty 
quick the first part of the race, so that was 
good for me. By the half-mile pole, I was 
just cruising behind them. I just needed 
room. I was behind good horses, and it just 
opened up for me. It was a perfect trip.” 

Casse said he felt confident given 
Leparoux’s decision to skip Churchill’s June 
1 card and acknowledged he is “always” 
thinking about the Penn Mile with a “good 
3-year-old turf horse.” 

“You tend to go where you’re lucky,” 
Casse said. “The race has been good to 
us. I like [Penn National]. It’s a nice place 
where there’s no home-field advantage. 
When you ship into New York, those 
guys have an edge over you, and at Penn 
National, there’s no home-field advantage. 
It’s a good turf course and I like it.” 

PENNSYLVANIA-BREDS 
DOMINATE UNDERCARD 

A quartet of Pennsylvania-bred win¬ 
ners collected stakes on the undercard, 
two in MATCH Series races against open 
competition. 

The 2W Stables’ Bronx Beauty, a 4-year- 
old daughter of Liaison bred by Blackstone 
Farm and trained by Anthony Margotta Jr., 


Pennsylvania-bred Bronx Beauty zips to a win in the Penn Ladies Dash. 


Midtowncharlybrown captures the inaugural Chocolate Town Sprint for Uptowncharlybrown Stud. 


captured the $100,000 Penn Ladies Dash, 
a MATCH event at 6 furlongs for fil¬ 
lies and mares in the sprint/dirt division. 
Dismissed at 11-1, the gray rallied to defeat 
4-5 Ms Locust Point, as well as Zipper’s 
Hero, who bested her last out in the Foxy 
J. G. Stakes at Parx Racing April 27. 

Tinton Falls, N.J., residents Richard and 
Marie Woll run 2W Stables and never lost 
faith in Bronx Beauty despite her failing to 
find the winner’s circle since August 2018. 


“Last time she tripped coming out of 
the gate [in the Foxy J. G.], and she likes 
being close to the front,” said Richard 
Woll. “Our strategy this time was to pick 
a jockey who could get the lead, but if he 
couldn’t get it, he could sit right off the 
flank. And Manny [Franco] rode an abso¬ 
lutely perfect race. It couldn’t have been 
more exciting, and even with my [heart] 
bypass, it’s still good.” 
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Around the Ovals Penn National 



Graded stakes winner Call Paul cruises in the Danzig for Pennsylvania-breds. 


June stakes results for Penn National 


6/1 Penn Mile-G2 ($500K). 1 mi. Turf. 3Y0. 


Winner: MOON COLONY (b.c., Uncle Mo—Promenade Girl, by Carson City). B-St. Elias Stables LLC (Ky.). 
O-John C. Oxley. T-Mark E. Casse. J-Julien R. Leparoux. Time: 1:37.45. Margin: 114.2nd: Casa Creed. 
3rd: Real News. 


6/1 Penn Oaks ($200K). 1 mi. Turf. 3YO F. 


Winner: REGAL GLORY (ch.f., Animal Kingdom—Mary’s Follies, by More Than Ready). B/O-Paul P. Pompa Jr. 
(Ky.).T-Chad C. Brown. J-Luis Saez. Time: 1:39.43. Margin: 2%. 2nd: Alasaayil. 3rd: Jennifer’s Dream. 


6/1 Chocolate Town Sprint ($100K). 6 F. 3&up. 


Winner: MIDTOWNCHARLYBROWN (ch.h., 5, Uptowncharlybrown—Torchwood, by Speightstown). f5 ^^^^ 
B-Godric LLC (Pa.). O-Uptowncharlybrown Stud LLC and Godric LLC. T-Edward J. Coletti Jr. MATCHSERIES 
J-Roberto J. Rosado. Time: 1:08.83. Margin: neck. 2nd: Killybegs Captain. 3rd: Midnightcharly. 


6/1 Danzig ($100K). 6 F. Reg. PA-Bred, 3YO. 


Winner: CALL PAUL (b.c., Friesan Fire—Avani Force, by Forestry). B-Beatrice Patterson and Vicky Schowe 
(Pa.). O-Michael Dubb, David Simon, Bethlehem Stables LLC and Bruce Irom.T-Jason Servis. J-Manuel Franco. 
Time: 1:09. Margin: 6.2nd: Thiscatcanjump. 3rd: Kaiju. 


6/1 New Start ($100K). 6 F. Reg. PA-Bred, 3Y0 F. 


Winner: GOTTA BE STRONG (b.f., Strong Mandate—Gotta Rush, by Wild Rush). B-Scott Naylor (Pa.). 
O-Gap View Stables and Jagger Inc. T-Jamie Ness. J-Frankie Pennington. Time: 1:10.64. Margin: A 
2nd: I’m the Talent. 3rd: Key Light. 


6/1 Penn Ladies Dash ($100K). 5 F. Turf. 3&up, F&M. 


Winner: BRONX BEAUTY (gr./ro.f., 4, Liaison—Forever Sunshine, by Rockport Harbor). 

B-Blackstone Farm LLC (Pa.). 0-2W Stables LLC. T-Anthony R. Margotta Jr. J-Manuel Franco. MATcflSXS 
Time: 1:08.57. Margin: VA 2nd: Ms Locust Point. 3rd: Zipper’s Hero. 


6/1 Pennsylvania Governor’s Cup ($100K). 5 F. Turf. 3&up. 


Winner: PURE SENSATION (gr./ro.g., 8, Zensational—Pure Disco, by Disco Rico). 

B/O-Patricia Generazio (Fla.). T-Christophe Clement. J-Kendrick Carmouche. Time: :58.03. MATC^SBIB 
Margin: neck. 2nd: Completed Pass. 3rd: Nice Tune. 


6/1 Susquehanna ($100K). VAe mi. Turf. 3&up, F&M. 


Winner: DYNATAIL (dk.b./br.m., 5, Hightail—Southern Dynamo, by Dynaformer). 

B-Calumet Farm (Ky.). O-Ballybrit Stable LLC. T-Michael Dini. J-Luis Saez. Time: 1:46.12. MATcfisERES 

Margin: 2.2nd: Enchanted Ghost. 3rd: Souper Striking. 


The $100,000 Chocolate Town Sprint 
at 6 furlongs (a MATCH race for 3-year- 
olds and up, sprint/dirt division) fea¬ 
tured the Pennsylvania-bred full-broth¬ 
ers Midtowncharlybrown (age 5) and 
Midnightcharly (4), who ran as an entry 
for owner Uptowncharlybrown Stud and 
Godric. The siblings had each shown an 
affinity for Penn National, but in the end 
it was Midtowncharlybrown who domi¬ 
nated, leading gate-to-wire and winning 
by a neck over Killybegs Captain, with 
Midnightcharly third. The time was 1:08.83. 

Midtowncharlybrown, winner of the 
$200,000 Fabulous Strike at Penn National 
last season, was making his second start 
of the year. His total earnings now exceed 
$400,000; he has won six of his eight starts 
in Grantville. 

“That’s the way this horse likes to run, 
just break and go,” said trainer Ed Coletti 
Jr. “And the way he handles this racetrack, 
that’s all he has to do. He ran a superior 
race today; he loves it here.” 

Bob Hutt, president of UTCB Stud, 
said Coletti planned to give the stable’s bet¬ 
ter horses, such as Midtowncharlybrown 
and graded stakes winner Dixie Serenade, a 
break earlier this year in order to keep them 
fresh through the summer and into the fall. 

“It’s just been unbelievable,” said Hutt. 
“I don’t think the public’s even aware that 
[UTCB Stud] has been winning at 30 per¬ 
cent the last three years, with 65 percent in 
the money and 55 percent first or second 
running in maiden special weight, allow¬ 
ance and stakes races. And basically, when 
we’re going to ship out of town, they never 
take us seriously, because we’re from Parx. 
When we go to Belmont, Saratoga, we 
think we have a legitimate chance. This 
was a very, very talented field and we’re just 
so proud of everybody. I’m at a loss for 
words, what can I say?” 

The full-brothers are by Uptowncharly¬ 
brown out of the Speightstown mare 
Torchwood, and were bred by Godric 
LLC, stable name of Irene Coletti, the 
trainer’s stepmother. 

Two other MATCH Series winners on 
the Penn Mile card were Ballybrit Stable’s 
Dynatail, who captured the Susquehanna 
Stakes at 1V\6 miles on turf in the fillies 
and mares long/turf division, and Patricia 
Generazio’s nearly white millionaire Pure 
Sensation, who held on to take the 49th 
renewal of the Pennsylvania Governor’s 
Cup over a fast-closing Completed Pass at 
5 furlongs in the 3-year-olds and up sprint/ 
turf division. 
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Paul Pompa Jr.’s Regal Glory, a chest¬ 
nut daughter of Animal Kingdom, was 
a popular winner of the $200,000 Penn 
Oaks at one mile on the turf for trainer 
Chad Brown. 

Two $100,000 stakes for Pennsylvania- 
breds, the New Start for 3-year-old fillies 
and Danzig for 3-year-olds, were won by 
Gap View Stables and Jagger Inc.’s Gotta 
Be Strong and Michael Dubb et al’s Call 
Paul, respectively. 

It was the first foray into stakes com¬ 
pany for Gotta Be Strong, a daughter of 
Strong Mandate bred by Scott Naylor, who 
came from off the pace to defeat favored 
I’m the Talent for trainer Jamie Ness. 

The Danzig was an easy spot for Call 
Paul, a multiple graded stakes-winning son 
of Fries an Fire. Trainer Jason Servis pre¬ 
pared the colt at Belmont Park for the 
engagement and he dominated, coasting 
home by 6 lengths in 1:09. The colt was 
bred by Beasie Patterson and Vicky Schowe. 

Overall handle for the 12-race card 
was $3,685,653, the second-highest in the 
history of the track, only behind the 
$3,827,158 handled on the 2015 Penn Mile 
program. ^ 



Gotta Be Strong prevails in the New Start for trainer Jamie Ness in her stakes debut. 
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Around the Ovals Monmouth Park 


Slicking With It 

Veteran turf horse Almanaar gets back 
to winning for Shadwell in Gr. 2 stakes 

BY LYNN SNIERSON, PHOTOS BY EQUI-PHOTO, INC. 


I t’s always rewarding to capture a Grade 2 
stakes with a homebred, and even more 
satisfying when the colorbearer sets a 
course and stakes record. For Shadwell 
Stable it proved particularly gratifying with 
Almanaar (GB). 

The 7-year-old gelded son of Dubawi 
(Ire) captured the Monmouth Stakes-G2 
May 25 to complete a return from an 
injury and win for the first time in almost a 
year. It was his first stakes since taking the 


Gulfstream Park Turf Handicap-Gl more 
than two years earlier. 

“It really was great. He’s such a nice 
horse and he’s had a tough time over the 
past year with the soft turf,” said Rick 
Nichols, vice president and general man¬ 
ager of Shadwell’s American operation for 
34 years. “He likes it really firm.” 

That’s just what Almanaar, 10th in 
the Breeders’ Cup Mile-Gl and eighth 
in the Shadwell Turf Mile-Gl last fall in 


Kentucky, finally got to run over in his 
initial 2019 start. He covered the 1% miles 
in 1:45.75 while rallying from off the pace 
and digging in late to hold off the fast¬ 
closing and favored Synchrony by a neck, 
with Force the Pass third. 

Almanaar, sent to trainer Chad Brown 
in the fall of 2015 after winning a pair of 
Group 3 races in France because of his 
extreme dislike of less-than-firm footing, 
also helped set marks in the Monmouth 
Stakes for his trainer and jockey Joe Bravo. 
Brown notched his third consecutive score 
in the race and Bravo won his second 
straight and third overall, records for the 
11 editions of the stakes. 

Bravo was aboard Almanaar for the first 
time and the partnership clicked. 

“He’s a very good horse to be around, 
but he gets a little keen sometimes before 
his races and he’s often run keen in the 
early part of his races, like he did in the 
Arlington Million-Gl last year,” Nichols 
said of Almanaar’s runner-up finish in 
Chicago. “But he didn’t do that in the 
Monmouth. Maybe he gets keen when the 



In a battle of major Kentucky farms, Shadwell Stable’s Almanaar (right) holds off Pin Oak Stable’s Synchrony in the Grade 2 Monmouth Stakes. 
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New Jersey-bred star Sunny Ridge makes off with the Salvator Mile, his seventh lifetime win, for owner/breeder Dennis Drazin. 


ground is kind of soft because he doesn’t 
like it.” 

Following that Grade 1 win in February 
2017, Almanaar came out of a workout 
lame. Nichols said that the horse jammed 
his ankles so they brought him home to 
the farm, where he was given four months 
off and received stem cell therapy to 
treat the inflammation. He didn’t go to 
Shadwell’s training facility in Camden, S.C., 
until December 2017 and wasn’t back in 
Brown’s stable until April 2018. 

After 16 months on the sidelines 
Almanaar made it back into the starting 
gate and won an allowance at Belmont 
Park that June. Almost a year later, he was 
in the winner’s circle at Monmouth and 
improved his record to 7-4-2 from 20 starts 
with a bankroll of $810,349. 

“It’s remarkable the way he fought and 
dug in to win the Monmouth while taking 
17 one-hundredths off the record,” said 
Nichols. “I have to talk things over with 
Chad, but I wouldn’t mind taking another 
try at the Arlington Milli on. That’s one 
[Grade 1] we haven’t won yet. Hopefully, 
we can get him up to a million dollars 
before the end of the year and then bring 
him home and let him enjoy life here with 
us for the rest of his life.” 

In addition to their victory in the 
Monmouth with Almanaar, Brown and 


Bravo teamed up to take three of the five 
open-company stakes at the track over the 
three-day Memorial Day weekend. They 
scored with Beautiful Lover in the $75,000 
Boiling Springs Stakes May 25 and Royal 
Charlotte in the $75,000 Hystericalady 
Stakes May 27. 

Dennis Drazin’s homebred Sunny 
Ridge was also a star May 25 when he 
was honored as the 2018 New Jersey-bred 
of the Year and became a dual Grade 3 
winner and six-time stakes winner with 
a victory in the $165,000 Salvator Mile 
Stakes-G3 (which included a $15,000 New 
Jersey-bred bonus). Jason Servis trains the 
6-year-old son of Holy Bull. 

■ Drazin, the CEO and chair of Darby 
Development, the operator of Monmouth 
Park, spearheaded the almost decade-long 
effort to legalize sports betting in New 
Jersey and across the country. That success 
is paying dividends, especially now that 
due to the new revenue stream the state 
legislature authorized a $10 million supple¬ 
ment to Monmouth for each of the next 
five years. 

That enabled management in 2019 to 
increase the live dates from 52 to 61, 
bump overnight purses, enhance the stakes 
schedule and offer an average daily purse 
distribution of about $500,000 when free 


workmen’s compensation insurance for 
horsemen is factored. There will be 64 
stakes races this year with combined purses 
of $7.1 million, compared to the 2018 
schedule of 39 races offering $4.34 million. 

“The optimism here is something 
we haven’t seen in a while,” said John 
Heims, Monmouth’s director of racing. 
“The excitement is something we haven’t 
seen in a while, and the expectation is 
certainly something we haven’t seen in a 
while. The response from the horsemen is 
overwhelmingly positive and clearly, when 
you’re running for purses that are 30 per¬ 
cent to 40 percent better than they had 
been in the past, when you cover their 
worker’s comp, and when there is an incen¬ 
tive to race with us, it’s all positive.” 

The latest figures available show gains 
across the board through May 27. 

“We are up 8 percent on track, 4 per¬ 
cent for simulcasting and 9 percent for 
attendance, even though we almost lost a 
day of racing on Mother’s Day, which was 
almost a total washout with pouring rain 
and is normally one of our biggest days of 
the year,” said Heims. “At this stage we’re 
on par with the same number of races 
as last year so this is a full comparison, 
which is nice. We’re up everywhere, and 
that’s nice to say. The barn area has several 
hundred more horses than it did last year, 
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Around the Ovals Monmouth Park 


which has flowed over to the entry box. 
We’re up slightly in field size over last year. 

“Even when we were out recruiting 
horses over the winter and were talking 
with horsemen to let them know what we 
have to offer, there was such a positive 
feeling that everybody is rooting for us and 
are thankful that we’re getting close to an 
even playing field. I don’t think we’re there 
yet, but we’re certainly moving toward that 
direction.” ^ 


Joevia splashes home in the Long Branch. Next 
out, he placed third in the Grade 1 Belmont Stakes. 


May stakes results for Monmouth 


5/4 Cliff Hanger ($100K). 1 mi. Turf. 3&up. 


Winner: HAWKISH (b.g., 4, Artie Schiller—Bridal Memories, by Unbridled). B-AJ Suited LLC (Ky.). O-Robert V. LaPenta, AJ Suited Racing Stable LLC and Madaket Stables LLC. 
T-James J. Toner. J-Trevor McCarthy. Time: 1:35.11. Margin: head. 2nd: Projected (GB). 3rd: Mo Maverick. 


5/11 Serena’s Song ($75K). 1 mi. 70 yds. 3&up, F&M. 


Winner: BREAKING BREAD (dk.b./br.m., 6, Quality Road—Cathy’s Cornbread, by Indian Charlie). B-Justice Family Racing LLC (Ky.). 0-lmaginary Stables and Glenn Ellis. 
T-Jorge Navarro. J-Angel Suarez. Time: 1:44.24. Margin: 14. 2nd: Forever Liesl. 3rd: Goodonehoney (DQ from first). 


5/12 Long Branch ($100K). 114 mi. 3Y0. 


Winner: JOEVIA (dk.b./br.c., Shanghai Bobby—Peace Process, by War Front). B-lkhana Farm (Ky.). 0-Michael Fazio and Jeff Fazio. T-Gregory D. Sacco. J-Nik Juarez. 
Time: 1:44.61. Margin: 2 3 A 2nd: The Right Path. 3rd: Union’s Destiny. 


5/18 Politely ($75K). Abt. 5% F. Turf. 3&up, F&M. 


Winner: G0LDW00D (dk.b./br.m., 5, Medaglia d’Oro—Crimson Maple, by Rahy). B/O-Colts Neck Stables LLC (Ky.). T-Jorge Duarte Jr. J-Jose C. Ferrer. Time: 1:03.27. 
Margin: 1%. 2nd: Mrs. Ramona G. 3rd: Mominou. 


5/19 Get Serious ($75K). 5V4 F. 3&up. 


Winner: WET YOUR WHISTLE (dk.b./br.g., 4, Stroll—Winlocs Glory Days, by Belong to Me). B-E.H. Lane III (Ky.). O-Bloomfield Farm. T-Michael J. Trombetta. J-Alex Cintron. 
Time: 1:02.74. Margin: 31/4.2nd: Nice Tune. 3rd: Rocket Heat. 


5/25 Monmouth-G2 ($200K). 1 % mi. Turf. 3&up. 


Winner: ALMANAAR (GB) (ch.g., 7, Dubawi—Baqah, by Bahhare). B-Shadwell Estate Company Limited (England.). O-Shadwell Stable. T-Chad C. Brown. J-Joe Bravo. 
Time: 1:45.75 (ncr). Margin: neck. 2nd: Synchrony. 3rd: Force the Pass. 


5/25 Salvator Mile-G3 ($165K). 1 mi. 3&up. 


Winner: SUNNY RIDGE (gr./ro.g., 6, Holy Bull—Lignum Vitae, by Songandaprayer). B/O-Dennis A. Drazin (N.J.). T-Jason Servis. J-Jose Lezcano. Time: 1:37.17. Margin: 3 A 
2nd: Diamond King. 3rd: Bal Harbour. 


5/25 Boiling Springs ($75K). 1 14 mi. Turf. 3Y0 F. 


Winner: BEAUTIFUL LOVER (dk.b./br.f., Arch—American Skipper, by Quiet American). B-Thomas Coleman (Fla.). 0-Paul P. Pompa Jr. and Golden Goose Enterprises. 
T-Chad C. Brown. J-Joe Bravo. Time: 1:41.67. Margin: 14. 2nd: Karama. 3rd: Ellyb. 


5/25 John J. Reilly H ($75K). 6 F. Reg. NJ-Bred, 3&up. 


Winner: PRENDIMI (dk.b./br.g., 4, Dance With Ravens—Cigno d’Oro, By Tour d’Or). B/O-G.J. Stables (N.J.).T-Luis Carvajal Jr. J-Christopher P. DeCarlo.Time: 1:11.34. 
Margin: neck. 2nd: Chunnel. 3rd: Cozy Lover. 


5/26 Miss Liberty ($75K). 114 mi. Turf. 3&up, F&M. 


Winner: HOGANS HOLIDAY (gr./ro.f., 4, The Factor—Hogan Beach, by Harlan’s Holiday). B-Hunter Valley Farm (Ky.). 0-John Grossi’s Racing Corp. T-Marcus J. Vitali. 
J-Hector Rafael Diaz Jr. Time: 1:39.53. Margin: neck. 2nd: Jehozacat. 3rd: Fools Gold. 


5/27 Hystericalady ($75K). 6 F. 3Y0 F. 


Winner: ROYAL CHARLOTTE (gr./ro.f., Cairo Prince—Sass and Class, by Harlan’s Holiday). B-Rhineshire Farm LLC (Ky.). 0-First Row Partners. T-Chad C. Brown. 
J-Joe Bravo. Time: 1:09.92. Margin: 214.2nd: Miss Imperial. 3rd: Swap Meet. 
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DISCOUNTS 


As a member of a qualifying equine association, you are eligible 
for significant savings on nationally known products 
through NTRA Advantage. Your membership entitles you to 
special savings on products used for 
your equine farm, business, or personal use. 


Call 866-678-4289 

or visit www.NTRAadvantage.com 

A percentage of every sale 
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Around the Ovals Parx Racing 


Easy Street 

Bethlehem Road denies NY shipper 
in new Spring Derby to stay unbeaten 

BY LINDA DOUGHERTY PHOTO BY EQUI-PHOTO, INC, 



Bethlehem Road collects his third consecutive win for trainer Dee Curry in the Parx Spring Derby. 


H is racing career has been short, but 
eventful. Gryphon Investments, Don 
Ameche III and Randy Reed’s home¬ 
bred Bethlehem Road didn’t debut until 
early April, but continues to impress his 
connections with a successful step into 
stakes competition May 21. 

The 3-year-old son of Quality Road put 
on quite a show in the $75,000 Parx Spring 
Derby, a new 1-mile and 70-yard stakes at 
the Bensalem, Pa., oval. He stayed unbeat¬ 
en from three starts and maintained his 
record of never being headed, taking the 
lead in each race and never looking back. 

Bethlehem Road appeared to have a 
formidable challenger in the Parx Spring 
Derby from the Linda Rice-trained Mount 
Travers, who placed in the Bridgetown 
Stakes at Aqueduct in his last start and 
attracted jockey Jose Ortiz from New 
York. The big names proved no match. 


Luis Rodriguez Castro sent 7-5 favorite 
Bethlehem Road to the front after an alert 
start, and he maintained a 2-length advan¬ 
tage through the first three-quarters of a 
mile through splits of :22.32, :46.27 and 
1:11.93. On the far turn, Fix Me a Sandwich 
took a bite out of that lead and rallied to 
within Bethlehem Road’s throatlatch but 
couldn’t sustain the bid as the winner 
kicked away. Mount Travers, bumped at the 
break, moved into second in deep stretch, 
but was unable to catch Bethlehem Road. 

“It’s so amazing how this horse has 
come around,” said trainer Dee Curry, 
who has trained for Jeff Bowen’s Gryphon 
Investments for nearly 20 years and has 
been based at Parx for almost that long. 
“At one time, we didn’t even think he was 
going to make it to the races. He just seems 
to be getting better and better, and we’re 
very excited about him.” 


Bowen, Ameche and Reed purchased 
the gelding’s dam Alydarla, a graded stakes- 
placed daughter of Henny Hughes, for 
$75,000 at the 2013 Keeneland November 
sale, and planned to sell her offspring. Her 
first foal, a filly by Curlin named Sugar 
Curl, brought $180,000 at the 2016 Keene¬ 
land September yearling sale, but it was 
decided to keep Bethlehem Road to race. 

Alydarla produced a filly by Outwork 
this year, has a yearling filly by Malibu 
Moon and a 2-year-old by City Zip named 
Mama Kin, who has not yet started. 

The companion stakes to the Parx 
Spring Derby, the $75,000 Parx Spring 
Oaks, was taken by a filly who, had it not 
been for a head loss in late March, also 
would boast an undefeated record. 

John O’Hara’s Avalina, a daughter of 
Tale of Ekati, handled her first stakes try 
with aplomb, humbling seven rivals in 
the Oaks by 8% lengths under Kendrick 
Carmouche for trainer Danny Gargan. 

A winner of a maiden claiming race at 
Aqueduct in February, and a starter race in 
April at Belmont Park, Avalina stalked the 
early pace set by Neom and spurted away 
in midstretch. She won in 1:43.95 for the 
1 mile and 70 yards, about a half-second 
faster than the boys. 

“I just wanted to make sure I broke 
pretty good, because the track was showing 
a lot of speed, and get a forward position,” 
said Carmouche, who began his career 
at Philadelphia Park [now Parx] before 
moving his tack to New York. “We went 
a pretty easy first quarter and I knew once 
we speeded up, the race would be over 
from there. She’s such a good filly.” 

Bred by Chuck Fipke in Kentucky, 
Avalina is out of the Perfect Soul (Ire) 
mare Perfect Nodouble. She’s won three 
of four and $111,650. 

■ Trainer Tim Woolley enjoyed much suc¬ 
cess in the first half of 2019 with his small 
stable, shipping to Mid-Atlantic racetracks 
from his home base at Fair Hill Training 
Center. Woolley put up lofty numbers 
to start the year: A 35-percent win rate 
(8-for-23) and an in-the-money rate of 74 
percent. Woolley sent out four starters and 
won three times in May. 

Among Woolley’s winners at Parx 
during the month was Harry Kassap’s 
homebred Magically Discreet, a 4-year-old 
Maryland-bred daughter of Discreet Cat 
who overcame a logjam heading into the 
first turn of a starter allowance to work her 
way through the field before a wide-trip 
victory May 26. 
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Kassap is a longtime owner and breeder 
in his native Maryland. Some of his horses 
include Brickell, who captured the 2009 
Henry S. Clark Stakes at Pimlico, as well 
as Bull H and Kayla’s Smile. Magically 
Discreet has won three races for Kassap 
in 2019, while another homebred trained 
by Woolley, Seville Barber, added a fourth. 

I Frankie Pennington celebrated his 32nd 
birthday May 18 doing what he loves to 
do —riding horses. While the native of 
Big Spring, Tex., didn’t boot home any 
winners, he did add to his career total 
the following day when he guided Splice- 
themainbrace home for Swilcan Stable and 
trainer Butch Reid in a Pennsylvania-bred 
allowance. 

Pennington started riding at age 16 in 
2003 at Thistledown for his stepfather, 
Rodney Faulkner, and Faulkner’s father, 
Joe. The following year, Pennington moved 
his tack to Parx, and has been a peren¬ 
nial top rider ever since. His career record 
stands at nearly 2,400 wins and $66.5 mil¬ 
lion in purses earned. 

A multiple leading rider at Parx, Pen¬ 
nington dreams of big things. “Winning 
the Kentucky Derby or Pennsylvania 
Derby are my goals,” he said. 

I Veteran Parx trainer Ron Dandy scored a 
rich double May 21 when he captured two 
allowances. Dandy’s first winner came in 
the fifth race, when he sent out Francisco 
Martinez’s Friday Mass, a Pennsylvania- 
bred daughter of Redeemed, to win a 
1-mile affair for state-breds. Three races 
later, Dandy tightened the girth on Jean 
Barbanti’s Undeniable Temper, a Florida- 
bred son of Imperialism, who won by 
daylight going a mile and 70 yards. 

Dandy was among the leading condi¬ 
tioners at Parx from 2009-13. He won only 
once from 67 starts in 2017 and four times 
from 78 starts in 2018. The New England 
native seems to have gotten his business 
back on track in 2019, however, as through 
the end of May he had won 13 times from 
54 starts, or 24 percent. 

I Red Razzo isn’t slowing down at age 7. 
In fact, he may be on track for his best sea¬ 
son ever after winning his third race from 
six starts this year in an optional claimer 
May 28 for owner Jack Armstrong and 
trainer Bob Mosco. 

The Pennsylvania-bred son of Toccet 
engaged in a duel down the stretch with 
stakes winner Navy Commander and 
turned back a surging Colonel Juan to 
get the victory by a head. He improved to 
12-for-56 and $619,576 with the win. ^ 



Avalina floats home in the Parx Spring Oaks. 


May stakes results for Parx Racing 


5/20 Parx Spring Oaks ($75K). 1 mi. 70 yds. 3Y0 F. 


Winner: AVALINA (dk.b./br.f., Tale of Ekati—Perfect Nodouble, by Perfect Soul-Ire). B-Charles Fipke (Ky.). 
0-John A. O’Hara. T-Danny Gargan. J-Kendrick Carmouche. Time: 1:43.95. Margin: 814 2nd: Getting 
Warmer. 3rd: Getouttamyway. 


5/21 Parx Spring Derby ($75K). 1 mi. 70 yds. 3Y0. 


Winner: BETHLEHEM ROAD (b.g., Quality Road—Alydarla, by Henny Hughes). B/0-Gryphon Investments LLC, 
Don Ameche III and Randy Reed (Ky.). T-Dee Curry. J-Luis A. Rodriguez Castro. Time: 144.59. Margin: 114 
2nd: Mount Travers. 3rd: Fix Me a Sandwich. 



EQUINE TRANSPORT USDOT#3220326 


Farm and RaceTrack shipping 
Box stalls or single stalls 
- Serving the Mid-Atlantic region - 

Jeff Reightler 

3367 Kabletown Rd., Charles Town, WV 25414 
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Around the Ovals Charles Town 


Midseason Report 

State-bred star Runnin’toluvya leads 
way as track turns to 2nd half of 2019 

BY TOM LAMARRA. PHOTOGRAPHS BY COADY PHOTOGRAPHY 


A s the 2019 racing season approached 
its midway point at Hollywood 
Casino at Charles Town Races, the 
earnings list for locally based runners had 
no surprise at the top. But a few others had 
a strong five months-plus as they prepared 
for the “second season” of stakes that 
begins in August. 

By virtue of his victory in the $1 million 
Charles Town Classic-G2, Grams Racing 
Stable’s Runnin’toluvya in mid-June had 
earnings of $603,670 on three wins in as 
many starts at Charles Town. Last year’s 
West Virginia Breeders Classic Stakes win¬ 
ner is expected to bid for a second title in 
October. 

Another West Virginia-bred, the 3-year- 
old filly Parisian Diva, is moving up the 
standings thanks to four wins in her first 
four starts of the year, all at Charles Town. 
Owned and bred by Melinda Golden, 
Parisian Diva toyed with an allowance field 
May 30 and won the 6 !/ 2 -furlong event 


by 5 3 A lengths in 1:18.79 —excellent time 
considering she was under no urging from 
regular rider J.D. Acosta. 

Trained by Stacey Viands, Parisian Diva, 
by Freedom Child out of the Wildcat Heir 
mare Paris Heiress, had defeated a similar 
group in her previous start at 7 furlongs. 
On the Charles Town Classic program 
in April, the filly captured the $50,000 
Its Binn Too Long Stakes for state-breds 
at 4V4 furlongs and began the year ear¬ 
lier in April with a win in a West Virginia- 
accredited allowance test. 

Those four wins gave her $74,130 in 
earnings and $136,065 in eight overall 
starts. She clearly has matured into one of 
the top fillies and mares at the track. 

The comment lines in the past perfor¬ 
mances for three of Parisian Diva’s four 
races are telling: “steady hand ride,” “as 
necessary lane,” and “mostly own initiative.” 

“She is doing really well,” Viands said. 
“She is doing exactly what we want her 


to do, and she’s doing it pretty easy. She’s 
really light on her feet, and I think the 
longer she goes the better. She just doesn’t 
have that early gas for the 4/4-furlong 
races-she needs 40 or 50 yards to get 
going, and she still wins-but after that she 
has a burst. 

“I think she’s much better going longer, 
and J.D. [Acosta] keeps telling us the lon¬ 
ger, the better for her.” 

Because Parisian Diva is Maryland- 
sired—Freedom Child stands at Country 
Life Farm-Viands said the connections 
are looking at races at Laurel Park. Local 
goals are the Sylvia Bishop Memorial 
Stakes for 3-year-old fillies in August and 
the Sadie Hawkins Stakes for fillies and 
mares in September; both West Virginia- 
restricted. 

Parisian Diva isn’t West Virginia 
Breeders Classics-nominated, but last year 
Golden paid a supplemental fee so she 
could compete in the West Virginia Triple 
Crown Nutrition Breeders Classic Stakes 
for 2 -year-old fillies. 

“We’ll probably nominate her to a 
couple stakes in Maryland,” said Viands, 
whose filly backed up that statement with a 
second at nearly 12-1 in Laurel Park’s Alma 
North Stakes June 16. 

Parisian Diva was foaled at Viands’ 
farm in Summit Point, WVa., which makes 
the journey with the filly all the more 
enjoyable. 

“She’s pretty much like a homebred to 
me,” he said, “and it’s really fun to watch 
her [train and race]. She’s a very smart filly; 
she knows when it’s time to train or race. 
She just bows her neck and keeps her mind 
on business. She does everything so easy 
and bounces back so fast. We’re looking 
forward to the rest of the year with her.” 

Through early June, the Viands stable 
had impressive statistics at Charles Town. 
From 41 starts, the stable had 10 wins, five 
seconds and nine thirds for earnings of 
$152,447. 

Robert Cole Jr.’s Cuttin Edge Tech isn’t 
based at Charles Town but she is a West 
Virginia-bred who won her first four starts 
of the year, all at the track, for earnings of 
$67,560. Trained by Kevin Patterson, who 
operates off of a farm in south-central 
Pennsylvania, the 5-year-old mare is quick 
from the gate and wasn’t headed at any 
point in those races, all at 4/4 furlongs. 

Cuttin Edge Tech, by leading West 
Virginia stallion Fiber Sonde out of the 
Pioneering mare Cuttin Edge Kitten, was 
bred by Karl Johnson and Crystal Pickett. 
In May, Cuttin Edge Tech won the $50,000 



West Virginia-bred Parisian Diva opened 2019 with four consecutive wins. 
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Aaron’s Tap gets his second stakes in a row in the It’s Only Money. 


Cuttin Edge Tech gets her first stakes win in the Fancy Buckles. 


Fancy Buckles Stakes for West Virginia- 
accredited fillies and mares by 2/4 lengths. 

As of mid-June, she had 12 victories in 
23 starts for total earnings of $177,585. 
The owner-trainer team of Cole and Pat¬ 
terson in 2019 are continuing to post high- 
percentage returns in the Mid-Atlantic 
with a limited number of racehorses. 

Vic’s Pick, owned, trained and bred by 
Michael Sterling, had banked $65,230 in 
four starts, all at Charles Town, through 
late May. Yet another impressive runner by 
the sire Fiber Sonde, Vic’s Pick is among 
the best one-turn sprinters on the grounds. 

The 3-year-old gelding began 2019 in 
February with a West Virginia-restricted 
allowance score and followed up with 
another allowance win in March, both 
in gate-to-wire fashion in fast time. That 
brought him to the Charles Town Classic 
program and the $50,000 state-restricted 
Coin Collector Stakes, which he won from 
just off the pace in :52.31 for 4/4 furlongs. 

In late May, Vic’s Pick returned to 
allowance company and just missed to 
Corporate Raider after some trouble leav¬ 
ing the backstretch chute. 

The Sterling barn through early June 
did quite well with a limited number of 
starters. In 12 starts, Sterling had three 
wins —all by Vic’s Pick—four seconds and 
one third for earnings of $87,917. 

The Jeff Runco-trained Aaron’s Tap, a 
5-year-old Northern Afleet gelding owned 
by Smart Angle and bred by A & B 
Bloodstock, had earned $61,630 in three 
starts. He is known for his versatility at 
various sprint distances at Charles Town. 

The three-time stakes winner finished 
third behind Runnin’toluvya in the Russell 
Road Prep Stakes but was disqualified and 
placed eighth in his first start of 2019 in 
late March. He rebounded with a com¬ 
manding victory over stablemate North 
Atlantic in the $50,000 Confucius Say 


Stakes for state-breds at 7 furlongs on 
the Charles Town Classic program, and 
followed up with an off-the-pace score in 
the $50,000 It’s Only Money Stakes at 4/4 
furlongs in mid-May. 

Aaron’s Tap as of early June had 12 
wins, one second and three thirds in 20 
starts for earnings of $246,851. Runco 
through mid-June again topped the Charles 
Town trainer standings with 52 victories 
and well over $1 million in stable earnings. 

TRACK, HORSEMEN PLAN 
FOR ADDITIONAL PURSES 

Track management and the Charles 
Town Horsemen’s Benevolent and 
Protective Association have been discuss¬ 
ing a strategy on how to use additional 
purse money expected in August. 

The West Virginia legislature passed, 
and Gov. Jim Justice signed, a bill that 
terminated the racing industry’s annual 
contribution to a fund for workers’ com¬ 
pensation debt reduction. The payments 
by other industries in the state had already 
ended, but racing’s share ended up going 
to the state’s Excess Video Lottery Fund. 

The move means an additional $11 mil¬ 
lion in purse revenue for Thoroughbred 
and Greyhound racing in the state. Charles 
Town had contributed the largest percent¬ 
age of the $11 million, and it’s projected 


that annual purses could increase roughly 
25 percent at the Eastern Panhandle track. 

Charles Town HBPA president Jim 
Miller has said horsemen would pre¬ 
fer a combination of higher purses and 
additional racing opportunities, and that 
appears how it will work. 

“We’re pretty close on what’s going to 
happen [with the additional funds],” said 
Erich Zimny, vice president of racing 
operations at Charles Town, in mid-June. 
“The horsemen submitted a suggested 
updated purse schedule. There could be 
some adjustments, but the purse schedule 
is something we can work with.” 

The money will be available for the final 
five months of the year, but it doesn’t all 
need to be spent by December. Zimny said 
some of it could be prorated. 

“We’ll try to ration it out the best we 
can so it works out to an annual increase,” 
he said. 

The stakes schedule for the rest of this 
year will not be affected. 

The racing commission June 11 
approved the addition of four days that 
will serve as make-up days for cancellations 
this year. They are all Wednesdays: Nov. 
27, Dec. 4, Dec. 11 and Dec. 18. Charles 
Town is scheduled to race three nights a 
week (Thursday through Saturday) until 
the Wednesdays are added. W 


May stakes results for Charles Town 


5/11 It’s Only Money ($50K). 4% F. Reg. WV-Bred, 3&up. 


Winner: AARON’S TAP (dk.b./br.g., 5, Northern Afleet—Tapforaly, by Pleasant Tap). B-A & B Bloodstock 
(W.Va.). 0-Smart Angle LLP. T-Jeff C. Runco. J-Arnaldo Bocachica. Time: :51.81. Margin: 2. 

2nd: C. D. Jammin. 3rd: Last Plunge. 


5/18 Fancy Buckles ($50K). 4'A F. Reg. WV-Bred, 3&up, F&M. 


Winner: CUTTIN EDGE TECH (ch.m., 5, Fiber Sonde—Cuttin Edge Kitten, by Pioneering). B-Karl B. Johnson 
Sr. and Crystal Pickett (W.Va.). 0-Robert L. Cole Jr. T-Kevin S. Patterson. J-Arnaldo Bocachica. Time: :51.52. 
Margin: 214 2nd: Mountaineer Cat. 3rd: Boppin Rocket. 
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Back to Form 

Jump champion in 2017, Scorpiancer 
digs in late to annex Grade 1 Iroquois 

BY JOE AND SEAN CLANCY 


N ever count out a champion, especial¬ 
ly one as game as Scorpiancer (Ire). 
The 2017 Eclipse Award winner 
as North America’s top steeplechase horse 
missed the 2018 season with an injury and 
opened 2019 with a mystifyingly dull try in 
the Temple Gwathmey-G2 in April. That 
race was supposed to be a springboard to 
the Iroquois Steeplechase-Gl in Nashville, 


Tenn. May 11, but in reality nobody knew 
what it was. 

“If you go to run a 10K race and you 
pull up after 6 and were unable to fin¬ 
ish, that’s what he felt like, he was strug¬ 
gling,” said jockey Sean McDermott of 
the Gwathmey. “I’m going to ride every 
horse to the best of their ability every day 
and if they’re good enough they’ll win but 


I just felt his run was too bad to be true in 
Middleburg. That’s OK if you have three 
months or two months to the next race.” 

Just three weeks later, Scorpiancer 
made McDermott believe again - outduel- 
ing Surprising Soul and Moscato (GB) over 
the final half-mile in the spring season’s 
only Grade 1 stakes. Worth $150,000, the 
3-mile Iroquois drew a competitive field 
of six. Trainer Jack Fisher’s deep barn pro¬ 
vided four-2017 race winner Scorpiancer, 
Gwathmey winner Moscato, four-time 
English winner Jaleo (Ger) and novice 
stakes winner Gibralfaro (Ire). Ricky 
Hendriks countered with multiple stakes 
winner Surprising Soul and Jonathan 
Sheppard entered Grade 1 winner All the 
Way Jose. 

Jaleo made the early running as the 
field started in front of the stands for two 
laps of the demanding course. Surprising 
Soul and All the Way Jose were also strong 
early and the trio briefly matched strides 



Scorpiancer (4) and Surprising Soul battle over the last fence in the Grade 11roquois Steeplechase at Nashville in May. 
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Optimus Prime (left) shadows Portrade early, before making off with an easy 
win in the David Semmes on the Virginia Gold Cup card at Great Meadow. 


after racing down the hill and making the 
first turn. All the Way Jose took over soon 
enough and bounded clear by 5 lengths at 
the midway point. Behind them, the oth¬ 
ers bided time. Surprising Soul sat third, 
and moved to second when Jaleo dropped 
back. Just behind them, Scorpiancer stayed 
on hold—jumping well and shifting to 
fresh turf on the track’s long straights. 

“I went wide everywhere for the better 
ground,” McDermott said. “I noticed all 
the guys stuck down on the inner and I was 
surprised none of them followed me but 
there was a big difference from where six 
races had been to where I was. I came in 
on the turns and when I switched out wide 
he just traveled and jumped.” 

As it always does, the final half-mile 
told the tale. It’s the same in every Iroquois. 
The climb starts to make its impact, stam¬ 
ina comes to the fore, the jumps get more 
important and horses are either staying on 
or hanging on. 

All the Way Jose took them over the 
third-last, but only barely as Surprising 
Soul ranged alongside. To his outside 
loomed Scorpiancer-engaged, traveling, 
threatening. Fourth at the top of the 
stretch, Moscato rallied on the inside as 
All the Way Jose backed out of it but 
switched to the outside when the hole 
tightened-losing ground just as Surprising 
Soul and Scorpiancer went on. 

At the second-last, Surprising Soul took 
off with a slim lead, but was soon matched 
by Scorpiancer and they headed to the 
last as a team. They landed together, with 
Scorpiancer putting his head in front a few 
strides after and seeing it through while 
edging away by a length as McDermott 
raised his whip in triumph and threw 
several right-handed punches in the air. 
Moscato made up 4 lengths in deep stretch, 
but settled for third—a head away from a 
1-2 finish for owner and trainer. All the 
Way Jose was fourth, followed by Jaleo and 
Gibralfaro. 

The win was Scorpiancer’s second in 
the Iroquois and-other than that Gwath- 
mey disaster-yet another big effort from 
the now 10-year-old son of Scorpion 
(Ire). Scorpiancer’s American hurdle career 
includes 13 starts: six wins, four sec¬ 
onds, a third, a fourth and the Gwathmey. 
McDermott paid full credit to the horse. 

“He has a massive heart but I said it here 
before, he’s a marathon runner,” said the 
jockey. “He’s not fast. I’d beat him myself 


up the gallop in a piece of work. He wasn’t 
suited to it the day he won the Grade 1 
with me at Belmont [in 2016]. That was 
tough for him because he just doesn’t have 
the pace for those flat tracks. But he gets 
to these country tracks, he has a lot of 
heart—big lungs.’’ 

Scorpiancer earned a summer break 
and will point for major stops in the fall- 
most likely the Lonesome Glory-Gl at 
Belmont Park in September and the Grand 
National-Gl at Far Hills in October. 

OPTIMUS PRIME 
MAKES HIS CASE 

Dear Scorpiancer, Optimus Prime (Fr) 
would like a word. 

One week before the Iroquois, Rosbrian 
Farm’s stakes star smashed five foes in the 
$75,000 David Semmes Memorial-G2 at 
Great Meadow—stating his case in the 
championship debate while winning for 
the third time in four American starts since 
being imported last year. 

Optimus Prime won a Grade 1 at 
Saratoga last year and is ideally suited to 
do so again with the A.P. Smithwick July 


25 and New York Turf Writers Cup Aug. 
22. While Scorpiancer rests for the sum¬ 
mer, trainer Ricky Hendriks—who won an 
Eclipse Award with Zanjabeel (GB) last 
year—will do the math. 

“It’s like a chess match, we have five 
opportunities,” he said, referring to the 
five Grade 1 stakes on the calendar. “There 
are five races, you have to win two of the 
five.” 

Zanjabeel did that and won an Eclipse 
in 2018, a year after Scorpiancer did the 
same. Heading to July, Scorpiancer has a 
Grade 1 but Optimus Prime has a Grade 
2 win and an opportunity. If they meet, it 
likely won’t be until Belmont’s Lonesome 
Glory-Gl in September. This spring, 
Hendriks aimed for the 2 1 /8-mile Semmes 
as opposed to longer targets, mostly based 
on his horse. 

“One spot. I didn’t want to run him at 
Middleburg going 2/4 miles the first time 
out and the Iroquois ... I don’t know. He’s 
so talented, but I don’t know. As he gets a 
little older, he could develop into a horse 
who will go longer, I’m not sure, though,” 
Hendriks said. “George [(Mahoney] is 
wonderful to train for, he’s very patient. 
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Andi’amu (left) skips over a timber fence ahead of Doc Cebu and Super Saturday in the Virginia Gold Cup. 


He says, Tick out the race and work back¬ 
wards.’ If it doesn’t work, you go to plan B, 
that happens a lot. It makes you train them 
methodically.” 

The method worked in the Semmes, 
as Optimus Prime listened to jockey Ross 
Geraghty and rated in third early, advanced 
to second with 3 furlongs to run and over¬ 
whelmed Sempre Medici (Fr) in the stretch 
while winning by 8 3 A lengths. Invocation 
(Fr) finished third, followed by Hinterland 
(Fr) as the first four were bred in France. 

“He’s some animal. When you pull him 
out, he’s gone, doesn’t matter if it’s here or 
(training at) Fair Hill,” Hendriks said. “He’s 
just better, better than the rest of them. 
Everything he does. He gallops faster. He 
does everything better every day. We don’t 
have anything that can work with him, we 
have to let the other horse [get ahead] 10, 
15, 20 lengths and he runs them down.” 

NEW TIMBER STAR 

For all the (worthy) attention thrown 
the way of Senior Senator, who joined 
the elite few to win the Maryland Hunt 
Cup three times, the 2019 timber sea¬ 


son includes another star. Andi’amu (Fr) 
won two stakes for Ballybristol Farm and 
trainer Leslie Young to follow up on two 
steeplethon (cross-country) wins in 2018. 
That’s four starts, and four wins, over 
timber for the 9-year-old whose American 
career also includes two wins and two 
Grade 1 placings over hurdles. 

That hurdle ability serves Andi’amu 
well over timber. 

“I hadn’t schooled him last year, I did 
go up and school him this year because we 
were going to proper timber,” said jockey 
Jack Doyle, aboard for all four wins. “It 
just came naturally to him last year, he has 
so much ability, he’s only going around 
in second gear. He’s able to fiddle it and 
figure it out as he goes, he finds it so easy.” 

Andi’amu opened 2019 with a win in 
the $30,000 Middleburg Hunt Cup in April, 
then stepped into the big time and the 
$100,000 Virginia Gold Cup May 4. The 
historic 4-miler attracted seven runners, 
headed by two-time timber champion Doc 
Cebu, My Lady’s Manor winner Mystic 
Strike and stakes winners Le Chevalier and 
Super Saturday. Nobody had an answer 


for Andi’amu, who allowed Doc Cebu to 
go to the front at the second fence. Doyle 
set up in second ahead of Mystic Strike 
and Super Saturday. Alongside the leader 
at fence eight, Andi’amu took over before 
the ninth and simply stayed put. 

Pricking his ears whenever a jump¬ 
ing or turning decision loomed, he paid 
attention to Doyle’s cues and was still 
cruising when challenges arrived at fence 
20. Doc Cebu made an inside play there, 
but was repulsed as Le Chevalier emerged 
from the back and to the outside. Doc 
Cebu pecked over the 21st, losing precious 
momentum as Andi’amu again kicked 
away and Le Chevalier moved to second. 
Doc Cebu barged back into the picture on 
the turn, but flattened out in the stretch 
as Andi’amu stayed to task and outran Le 
Chevalier over the final two to win by 3 
lengths as Super Saturday claimed third 
and Doc Cebu settled for fourth. 

“Trying to hold him was the biggest 
problem, trying to slow him down for the 
first 2 miles,” Doyle said of his trip. “He 
was always traveling strongly, jumped great, 
he’s probably not used to going that slow 
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Amnicalola (4) and Sarah Joyce head down the stretch in the Iris Coggins at Fair Hill. 


in races, just trying to steady him up a bit is 
the toughest part with him. He’s not your 
typical timber horse to ride over a jump, 
most of them might spend a little more 
time in the air where he’s very slick over 
them, he knows exactly what he’s doing 
and he’s not stupid.” 

Andi’amu began his career on the flat 
in France, winning a maiden at Agen in 
May 2013. By fall, he was running over 
hurdles for Warren Greatrex in England. 
A year later, he won a maiden at Market 
Rasen but failed to win again in four starts, 
finishing fifth of five in a handicap chase at 
Fontwell for the Pheasant Inn Racing Club 
(a member was at the Virginia Gold Cup) 
in June 2015. Two months later, his career 
was revitalized with Ballybristol and Young 
in the United States. He won the Noel 
Laing handicap hurdle that fall, a handicap 
at Monmouth the next summer and hit the 
board in two subsequent Grade 1 stakes. 

His American career includes six wins, 
six seconds, two thirds and $280,600 in 
earnings after making a bit more than 
$20,000 overseas. 

FAIR HILL SEND UP 

The spring season finished with two 
days at Maryland’s Fair Hill Races. Founded 
in 1934, the meet celebrated its 85th anni¬ 
versary while also kicking off a new era 
with four races Friday evening May 24 and 
six more the following day. Construction 
on a new turf course began in June as part 
of a multi-million dollar overhaul by the 
property owner the Maryland Department 
of Natural Resources and the privately 
funded Fair Hill Foundation. The new 
facility will include wider turns, new turf, 
an irrigation system and the ability to host 
flat and steeplechase racing plus eventing 
and other disciplines. 

For May 2019, the focus was on racing. 

Leading trainer Jack Fisher swept both 
timber races Friday evening, with Schoodic 
in a $25,000 novice and Overwhelming in 
a $10,000 amateur/apprentice allowance. 
Both horses are recent hurdle converts 
with stakes form, and showed their class in 
the new arena. Owned by Fisher’s parents 
John and Dolly, Schoodic won for the third 
time in as many tries —all this year—while 
Overwhelming used a late rush to capture 
his first win over the wooden fences with 
Brett Owings aboard. 

Fisher and leading jockey Michael 
Mitchell (who won his first timber race 


aboard Schoodic the day before) teamed 
up to win Saturday’s $50,000 Iris Coggins 
Memorial Stakes for filly/mare hurdlers 
with Amnicalola. Owned by Gill Johnston, 
the 6-year-old mare won for the second 
time this year after beating maidens at 
Camden in April and pulling up at the 
Iroquois. 

“Quite a difference from the horse who 
turned up at the Iroquois a few weeks ago,” 
said Mitchell afterward. “She was in season 
there and I don’t think she wanted to pick 
her feet up. We gave her a schooling mid¬ 
week [before Fair Hill] and she jumped 
well and it gave her her confidence back 
and gave me a bit of confidence as well.” 

Amnicalola rated behind Mavourneen 
and Sarah Joyce (Ire) early and used the 
long stretch to prevail by 2 3 A lengths. Sarah 
Joyce stayed for second with Mavourneen 
third. 

Johnston paid $175,000 for Amnicalola 
as a 2-year-old, and watched her win her 
debut for Christophe Clement in 2016. A 
little more than a year later she was jump¬ 
ing with Fisher, finishing second twice in 
2017 while adding a turf allowance score 
at Laurel Park. Flat jockey Forest Boyce 
rode the daughter of Arch over hurdles 
at Saratoga that summer (it didn’t go 
well) before Amnicalola missed 2018 and 
returned this spring. 

Bob Kinsley’s No Wunder (GB) capped 
the card with a $40,000 Valentine Memorial 
handicap hurdle win to stop a 10-race los¬ 
ing streak dating to August 2017. Ridden 


by Doyle for trainer Elizabeth Voss, the 
winner thrives at Fair Hill (with a maiden 
win there in 2017 and a second in 2018) to 
go with this year’s win over Hinterland (Fr) 
in a field of five. 

“He likes it here, with the long straight,” 
said Doyle. “He jumped super today, always 
traveled and can run well if everything sets 
up for him. Hinterland got by me between 
the last two [fences] but I thought I had 
him. I could feel that horse start to empty 
out a bit and I thought with a good jump I 
had him covered.” 

No Wunder winged the last, and kept at 
it—posting his third American hurdle win 
since making the conversion in 2017. The 
son of Rock of Gibraltar (Ire) won twice 
on the flat at Delaware Park in 2016. 

Rosbrian Farm newcomer Teodoro 
(Ire) had everyone talking after blitzing 
a maiden field by 14 lengths for trainer 
Hendriks and Geraghty. The 5-year-old 
son of Irish-bred Teofilo won a Group 
3 on the flat in England and made three 
American stakes starts for trainer Tom 
Morley before being switching to jumps. 
Teodoro was second at Middleburg in 
April, and was never headed at Fair Hill. 

Teodoro heads to Saratoga as a key 
player in the allowance division, perhaps 
something more competitive. 

“I think there’s one horse in the coun¬ 
try that can beat him when he gets it all 
together, and you’d have a fair idea who 
that is,” said Geraghty, the regular jockey 
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No Wunder sets sail in Fair Hill’s Valentine handicap hurdle, the last race before major renovations at the Maryland course. 


of multiple stakes winner Optimus Prime 
(Fr). “He’s special.” 

THROUGH THE WINGS 

I Beyond the big one, the Iroquois card 
included a win by Riverdee Stable’s City 
Dreamer (Ire) in the $100,000 Marcellus 
Frost novice hurdle stakes-one of four 
winners (in seven races) trained by Fisher 
on the day 

The 5-year-old rallied in deep stretch 
to catch Help From Heaven and win by 
a neck with Winston C (Ire) a half-length 
back in third. Two lengths separated the 
first five in a crowded, competitive race. 

“Turning up the hill, it was anybody’s 
race,” said winning jockey McDermott. 
“There was a pile of six horses in front of 
me, two of them were aiming at the inside 
spot, which was going to be tight, so I just 
sling-shotted off the back and hoped I 
would wing the last two, got tight at the 
second to last but winged the last and 
thankfully he was still flowing at the line. 
We were on the right side of the nod.” 


McDermott asked Geraghty aboard 
Help From Heaven who had gotten the 
nod. Neither knew. 

“We were so far away from each other, 
I can’t say I was confident,” McDermott 
said. 

Irish champion jockey Davy Russell 
made his Iroquois debut on three runners 
for Irish trainer Gordon Elliott and they 
came away with a win by Markhan in the 
maiden hurdle. Owned by Rosbrian Farm 
and Half Married Syndicate, the 6 -year-old 
kicked away late and won by 4 V 2 lengths 
over Snap Decision with Archanova third. 

Second in a handicap hurdle and fourth 
in the novice earlier in the card, Russell and 
Elliott came through in their final try. 

“We didn’t come over just for the craic, 
it’s quite important for us, because when 
we travel with horses, we need to win to 
make it viable,” Russell said. “The first lad, 
it was just one of those things. I wasn’t 
brilliant on the second horse, he didn’t 
jump well enough and I got into a bad 
position and I should have changed it ear¬ 


lier. I thought I was doing the right thing, 
it ended up I didn’t, so I had to make it up 
on him.” 

Markhan, a son of Birdstone, will stay 
in the U.S. and compete for Rosbrian and 
Hendriks. 

“He enjoys fast ground, he jumps really, 
really quick, where in Ireland, that can 
sometimes be a disadvantage, but here 
it’s a real advantage to jump fast and he’s 
fast,” Russell said. “In Ireland, we would 
rate this on the slow side of good, lovely 
jumping ground is what we would call it. 
He’ll enjoy faster ground, I think he could 
excel over here.” 

Owner/trainer/co-breeder Jonathan 
Sheppard won the Margaret Henley filly/ 
mare stakes with Wigwam Baby, her first 
victory in more than three years. The 
8 -year-old mare, ridden by Aaron Sinnott, 
thrived in the softer ground and scored by 
1 % lengths over Down Royal with Sarah 
Joyce (Ire) third. 

■ A rare steeplechase rainout occurred 
May 5 as the Winterthur Races in Delaware 
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were abandoned when course crossings 
flooded and proved to be unsafe for 
horses. The course is roughly a figure 
eight with most of the event space inside 
each circle—meaning there are nine course 
crossings for people and/or vehicles. The 
vehicle crossings feature a stone base, top- 
dressed with mulch, and topped again with 
heavy rubber mats before cars or trucks 
cross into the parking areas. 

The mats are removed and the mulch 
smoothed over before each race. Rain 
Saturday night and Sunday morning essen¬ 
tially waterlogged the crossings. The first 
race was delayed and staffers fixed the 
first crossing to exhibit the problem by 
adjusting the course slightly and adding 
fresh mulch. A similar problem near the 
second timber fence just over the hill from 
the finish line proved far trickier to repair 
because of wet ground, access to that spot 
of the course with the right equipment and 
timing. In the end, canceling was the only 
prudent option. 

“I think we did the right thing, even if 
nobody’s happy about it,” said race chair¬ 
man Josh Taylor afterward. “One horse 
slipping on a road crossing would have 
been too many and the course was not as 
safe as it could be. It’s not like we decided 
not to run because of the rain. We couldn’t 
get around an issue we’d never had happen 
before, that we couldn’t anticipate and that 
we couldn’t get fixed in time.” Winterthur 
helped defray shipping costs for owners 
who supported the meet with entries. 

■ A week after Winterthur, Pennsylvania’s 
Willowdale meet went on despite water¬ 
logged conditions. Kinross Farm’s Just 
Wait And See (Ire) won the $35,000 timber 
stakes for amateur jockeys, thriving in the 
boggy ground to score by 6 lengths for 
jockey Mark Beecher and trainer Richard 
Valentine. Lemony Bay (GB) was second 
with Pured It third. The winner exited a 
third in the steeplethon at the Virginia 
Gold Cup meet eight days earlier. 

Another lover of soft ground, Katnap 
(Fr) dominated the amateur timber at 
Willowdale—winning by 43% lengths (a 
photo finish camera confirms the exact 
margins) for Kiplin Hall, trainer Willie 
Dowling and jockey Paul Cawley. 

Maryland-bred Awesome Adrian 
(Great Notion—River Kwai, by Valley 
Crossing) won Willowdale’s maiden timber 
for owner/breeder Nancy Reed, trainer 


Kathy Neils on and jockey Eddie Keating. 
The 6-year-old won twice on the dirt in 
2017 (at Penn National and Laurel Park) 
for the same connections. 

■ Third in the slop at Willowdale, Pured It 
thrived under firmer conditions at Radnor 
six days later to win the featured Radnor 
Hunt Cup timber stakes at Radnor, Pa. 
May 18. Owned by Sycamore Run Farm 
and Move-Up Stables, the winner set the 
pace for Keating throughout and made the 
lead stand up while denying Le Chevalier’s 
late charge by a neck. 

After a four-win flat career for a variety 
of connections, Pured It won his debut 
over timber at Kentucky’s High Hope 
meet in 2016 but missed the entire 2017 
season and came into Radnor on a 11-race 
losing streak. 

Over hurdles at Radnor, West Virginia- 
bred Corky Lemon won his second in 
a row while rewarding new connections. 
Heather and Peter Austin and trainer Mark 
Beecher bought the son of Denis of 
Cork from Jason and Nancy Ruch out 
of a maiden win at the Queen’s Cup in 
late April, and were immediately rewarded 
with a $35,000 allowance hurdle triumph. 
Ridden by Willie McCarthy, the 5-year-old 
shadowed Soluble (Ger) early and won by 
1% lengths in a four-horse field. Bred by 
James Casey, the winner collected seven 
victories at Charles Town—going as short 
as 4% furlongs-before being purchased 
by the Ruchs as a hurdle prospect. 

Maccabee became the 2019 season’s 
first three-time winner over hurdles with 
a 2-length score in a handicap hurdle for 
horses rated 120 and below. Owned by 
Mason Lampton, the 6-year-old emerged 
from a messy last fence (where Dapper 
Dan fell and Pik Em lost his jockey) 
to outrun Stormy Alex and Mathayus 
(Ire). Lilith Boucher trained the winner, a 
Kentucky-bred son of Street Hero, and her 
husband Richard handled the riding chores. 
Maccabee won on the flat for the Boucher 
barn at Presque Isle Downs last fall. 

After 10 tries (two wins) on the flat, 
Maccabee won his hurdle debut by dis¬ 
qualification at Aiken in March, finished 
seventh two weeks later at Camden, then 
added handicap wins at Foxfield in April 
and then Radnor. 

NEWS AND NOTES 

Meriwether Morris won her first race as 
a trainer at Fair Hill when Gaye Breeze 



Owners Vicki and Skip Crawford accept 
the George Brown Bowl for Senior 
Senator’s accomplishments in Maryland’s 
three NSA timber meets this spring. 


(Ire) captured a maiden hurdle. . . Fisher 
dominated the trainers’ standings through 
May with 22 wins—his total for the entire 
2018 season—and a 30.6 percent win rate. 
He led nearest rival Jonathan Sheppard by 
15 and was also running away with the 
earnings title with $766,950 in purses. A 
12-time champion, Fisher edged Hendriks 
by a single win for the 2018 title... Thanks 
to triples at Fair Hill, Radnor, Great 
Meadow and Middleburg, Mitchell led the 
jockeys with 15 wins, six more than Sean 
McDermott with Doyle two back in third 
. . . Among the owners, Bruton Street-US 
showed the way with $267,250 in earnings. 
Johnston was second with $160,000 and 
River dee Stable third at $144,200.. . Senior 
Senator earned the George Brown Bowl, 
presented to the horse judged to have the 
best performance over the eight NSA 
races at the My Lady’s Manor, Grand 
National and Maryland Hunt Cup timber 
meets. Owned by Skip Crawford and 
trained by Joe Davies, the Pennsylvania- 
bred is the fourth horse to win the trophy 
twice—following Buck Jakes, Welter Weight 
and Private Attack. Not presented every 
year, the bowl honors George Brown, a 
Maryland sportsman in the late 1800s and 
early 1900s. He rode in the Maryland Hunt 
Cup 14 times, winning in 1900 and 1916, 
was master of the Green Spring Valley 
Hounds and was a steward at racetracks in 
Maryland, Delaware and Florida . . . The 
summer racing schedule stopped at 
Monmouth Park in June and was also set 
to visit Parx, Saratoga and Colonial Downs 
in July, August and early September. 
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PEDIGREE MATTERS 


Mining Tartan’s legacy 

BY JOHN P. SPARKMAN 



M aryland-bred Alwaysmining failed 
to produce his best effort in 
Maryland’s premier event, the 
Preakness Stakes-Gl, but that does not 
take away from the six-race winning streak 
that made him a viable contender for the 
classic-nor does it do anything to diminish 
the gelding’s bright future. 

Bred by Avia “Poppet” Pitts at her 
Hitchcock Plains Farm in Harford County, 
Alwaysmining is one of the best American 
runners sired to date by Stay Thirsty, one 
of three first-crop Grade 1 winners who 
suggested that Bernardini might be a wor¬ 
thy successor to his great sire A.P Indy 
It has not worked out quite that well 
for Bernardini, who has proven himself a 
good but not great sire, and Stay Thirsty 
has not picked up the gauntlet Bernardini 
laid down. Bred by John Gunther and 
purchased as a yearling for $160,000 by 
Whitehorse Stables, Stay Thirsty sold again 
for $500,000 to Mike Repole at the 2010 
Fasig-Tipton February 2-year-old sale. 
Trained by Todd Pletcher, the colt showed 
high-class form at ages 2, 3 and 4, running 
second in the Hopeful-Gl as a juvenile and 
winning the Travers-Gl at 3, and the Cigar 
Mile-Gl at 4. 

Stay Thirsty’s female line was attractive 
enough that Coolmore bought a majority 
interest to stand him at Kentucky’s Ashford 
Stud alongside stable companion and con¬ 
temporary Uncle Mo. Stay Thirsty’s dam, 
Marozia, by Storm Bird, has also produced 
Grade 3 winner Andromeda’s Hero and 
listed winner Superfly, both by Fusaichi 
Pegasus, and traces to King Ranch foun¬ 
dation mare Igual, dam of Triple Crown 
winner Assault. 

None of that has translated to sub¬ 
stantial success as a stallion. Stay Thirsty 
has sired only one American Grade 1 win¬ 
ner, 2018 Hopeful winner Mind Control 


(out of Feel That Fire, by Lightnin N 
Thunder), although he has also sired 
Peruvian champion Leaf Storm (Golden 
Leaf, by Woodman) and current Argentine 
Grade 1 winner Jack of Hearts (Jaquelada, 
by Southern Halo) among his eight stakes 
winners from 321 foals ages 3 and up. Stay 
Thirsty now stands at Lovacres Ranch in 
California for a $6,000 fee. 

Pitts purchased Alwaysmining’s dam, 
What Will Be, by Anees, privately near the 
end of a racing career that counted four 
wins in 33 starts, and earnings of $128,529. 
Her dam, Che Sara Sara, by Golden Act, 
had placed in four stakes on the Mid- 
Atlantic circuit, but had produced only one 
minor black-type horse among her 10 win¬ 
ners from 12 foals. Che Sara Sara, though, 
was a full-sister to Florida Oaks (sadly 
not as glorious a race as its name might 
imply) winner She’s Scrumptious, and half- 
sister to Sequel, by J.O. Tobin, third dam 
of champion sprinter Benny the Bull, by 
Lucky Lionel, and to My Yellow Bird, by 
Raise a Native, dam of Canadian champion 
Blue Finn, by Empery. 

Alwaysmining’s third dam Conse¬ 
quential, by Dr. Fager, is where the pedigree 
gets really interesting. Bred by William H. 
McKnight’s Tartan Farm, Consequential 
was half-sister to four stakes winners, led 
by Man o’ War Stakes winner Ruffled 
Feathers, by Rough’n Tumble, and Hialeah 
Turf Cup winner Hot Dust, by Jet Action. 
Those two were the first of a host of high- 
class horses descending in female line from 
one of two great Tartan Farm foundation 
mares, the beautifully bred Cequillo, by 
*Princequillo. 

Cequillo’s fourth dam was the immortal 
Plucky Liege, dam of leading sires *Sir 
Gallahad III, *Bull Dog, and Bois Roussel, 
and Cequillo established a deep and 
diversely talented family that still thrives 


today. Her descendants include champion 
Dr. Patches, and the top-class runners 
Fappiano, Quiet American, Honour and 
Glory, Commendable, Keeper Hill, Dare 
and Go, Ogygian, Torrential, Agnes Gold 
and Who’s for Dinner. 

If you trace Alwaysmining’s pedigree 
back far enough you will find Cequillo’s 
name four times. Alwaysmining’s dam, 
What Will Be, is inbred to Cequillo 6x3, 
with Cequillo appearing as her third dam 
and as the third dam of Fappiano, grand- 
sire of What Will Be’s sire, 1999 champion 
2-year-old male Anees, by Unbridled. In 
fact that relationship is even closer, since 
Consequential, What Will Be’s second 
dam, is by Dr. Fager out of Cequillo, and 
Killaloe, dam of Fappiano, is by Dr. Fager 
out of a daughter of Cequillo, Grand 
Splendor, by Correlation. 

The cross of What Will Be with Stay 
Thirsty brings in two more crosses of 
Cequillo because Bernardini’s broodmare 
sire Quiet American is by Fappiano, a great- 
grandson of Cequillo, out of Demure, by 
Dr. Fager, a granddaughter of Cequillo. 

Alwaysmining’s four crosses of Dr. 
Fager also introduce Tartan Farms’ other 
great foundation mare Aspidistra, dam 
of champion Ta Wee, by Intentionally, in 
addition to the immortal Dr. Fager, but 
there is one more cross of Aspidistra 
yet to be counted. Fappiano’s champion 
son Unbridled, sire of many top runners 
and sires, is out of Gana Facil, whose 
dam Charedi (by In Reality) is out of the 
Buckpasser mare Magic, whose dam is 
none other than Aspidistra. 

Alwaysmining himself is inbred 5x4 
to Fappiano, a pedigree pattern that has 
produced 11 Grade 1 winners worldwide, 
including Gun Runner, Will Take Charge, 
Gift Box and Greenpointcrusader (the lat¬ 
ter by Bernardini). ^ 
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STALLION NEWS 


by Cindy Deubler 


Region’s top sire Jump Start dies at 20 



J ump Start, the leading sire in the 
Mid-Atlantic region for the past five 
years, was euthanized May 19 at the 
University of Pennsylvania’s New Bolton 
Center due to complications from colitis. 
The dark bay son of A. P. Indy was 20. 

“He was a gentle giant,” said Paul 
O’Loughlin, Northview Stallion Station’s 
director of bloodstock services. “He was 
easy to handle and his impact in the Mid- 
Atlantic region, let alone Pennsylvania, was 
huge.” 

Standing at Northview PA in Peach 
Bottom, Pa., for $10,000 live foal, the most 
expensive stallion in the region, Jump Start 
is the sire of 69 stakes winners, 24 graded/ 
group winners, since his stud career began 
in 2003 at his birthplace, Overbrook Farm 
in Kentucky. He was a success from the 
start, getting seven stakes winners from 65 
runners in his first crop, including three 
graded winners. 

His next crop yielded Hollywood Gold 
Cup-Gl winner Rail Trip, an earner of 
$1,516,520 and runner-up in the 2012 
Breeders’ Cup Dirt Mile-Gl, a race anoth¬ 
er son, Pants On Fire, would finish third in 
two years later. 


From the same 2008 crop as Pants On 
Fire came four-time graded stakes winner 
Prayer for Relief, his richest runner with 
$2,277,948 earned. 

Sent to Argentina for seven breeding 
seasons through the mid-2010s, Jump Start 
has sired three South American champi¬ 
ons: 2014 Argentinian Horse of the Year 
Idolo Porteno (Arg), Uruguay’s 2017 
champion 3-year-old filly and older mare 
Sexy Reasons (Arg) and Argentina’s 2-year- 
old filly champion of 2015 Seresta (Arg). 

Jump Start moved from Kentucky to 
Tarry Bratton’s Ghost Ridge Farms in 
Felton, Pa., for the 2010 season and relo¬ 
cated to Northview in 2012. Jump Start’s 
Pennsylvania-sired crops include more 
than 40 stakes performers—his eight stakes 
winners in that first crop of 2011 include 
$790,834 earner Miss Behaviour and 
$735,250 earner Disco Chick. He’s been 
the region’s leading sire since 2014, with 
average annual progeny earnings of more 
than $5 million since 2009, and was the top 
U.S. sire outside Kentucky by North 
American earnings in 2011. His runners 
have earned more than $64 million through 
early June. 


“People love his babies for soundness 
and longevity on the track,” said O’Lough¬ 
lin. 

Trained by D. Wayne Lukas for his 
breeder, William T. Young, Jump Start won 
his first two of five starts as a juvenile, 
including the 2001 Saratoga Special 
Stakes-G2. He also finished second in the 
Grade 1 Champagne Stakes to division 
leader Officer at Belmont Park. 

An off-the-board finish in the Breeders’ 
Cup Juvenile-Gl at Belmont Park was his 
final start, as he exited with a condylar 
fracture of his left front cannon bone. He 
earned $221,265. 

Jump Start’s dam, the Overbrook Farm- 
homebred Steady Cat, is a daughter of 
Storm Cat who earned $224,427 and 
placed in five stakes, two graded, and is also 
the granddam of Grade 1 winner Mastery. 
Jump Start’s second dam, Hopesprings- 
forever, was a full sister to major sire 
Miswaki. 

The final mares Jump Start bred in May 
have been confirmed in foal. 

“He will definitely be missed in the 
region,” said O’Loughlin. “It will take 
awhile to replace him, if ever.” 
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STALLION RANKINGS 


Mid-Atlantic region leading sires in 2019 


Top 65 stallions who currently stand or concluded their careers in Maryland, New Jersey, North Carolina, Pennsylvania, South Carolina, Virginia and West Virginia. 
These statistics were supplied by The Jockey Club Information Systems Inc. (TJCIS). Exact date is at the discretion of TJCIS. fDenotes freshman sire. 

The following statistics, compiled on June 5, reflect 2019 earnings for all countries in the Northern and Southern Hemisphere reported to TJCIS. 


Races %Wnrs./ AvgJ Stakes 




Foals 

Runners 

Starts 

Winners 

Won 

Leading Earner 

Earnings 

Runners 

Runner 

Winners 

1 . 

Jump Start (deceased) 

1,412 

119 

464 

39 

51 

Durkin’s Call ($111,625) 

$2,038,537 

33 

$17,131 

4 

2. 

Fiber Sonde (WV) 

241 

73 

255 

37 

63 

Runnin’toluvya ($603,670) 

1,893,092 

51 

25,933 

4 

3. 

Warrior’s Reward (Pa) 

518 

157 

542 

55 

75 

Night Ops ($172,008) 

1,789,806 

35 

11,400 

1 

4. 

Great Notion (Md) 

329 

65 

232 

26 

45 

Anna’s Bandit ($108,450) 

1,192,035 

40 

18,339 

2 

5. 

Friesan Fire (Md) 

221 

68 

261 

28 

37 

Call Paul ($195,020) 

1,163,680 

41 

17,113 

2 

6. 

El Padrino (deceased) 

149 

48 

177 

23 

32 

Promised Storm ($101,690) 

1,009,150 

48 

21,024 

0 

7. 

Not For Love (deceased) 

975 

43 

197 

19 

27 

Clubman ($114,972) 

804,487 

44 

18,709 

1 

8. 

Windsor Castle (WV) 

362 

70 

292 

28 

37 

V. 1. P. Ticket ($84,700) 

761,777 

40 

10,883 

0 

9. 

Freedom Child (Md) 

64 

30 

112 

17 

25 

Shes Julia Child ($76,584) 

684,697 

57 

22,823 

1 

10. 

Weigel ia (Pa) 

127 

40 

179 

12 

16 

Chasing My Halo ($107,492) 

613,935 

30 

15,348 

0 

11. 

Limehouse (WV) 

461 

62 

222 

23 

31 

Lymebyrd ($54,452) 

573,487 

37 

9,250 

0 

12. 

Smarty Jones (Pa) 

750 

49 

174 

13 

14 

Ujjayi ($64,885) 

557,424 

27 

11,376 

1 

13. 

Orientate (pensioned) 

845 

46 

145 

17 

24 

The Great Provider ($48,904) 

480,899 

37 

10,454 

0 

14. 

Seville (Ger) (deceased) 

143 

22 

73 

8 

12 

Las Setas ($224,640) 

467,304 

36 

21,241 

1 

15. 

Rockport Harbor (deceased) 

471 

36 

144 

17 

25 

SW Briar Rose ($69,360) 

459,572 

47 

12,766 

0 

16. 

Uptowncharlybrown (Pa) 

38 

13 

46 

6 

9 

Midnightcharly ($172,450) 

450,406 

46 

34,647 

2 

17. 

Charitable Man (deceased) 

188 

54 

232 

21 

28 

Charitable Gold ($32,759) 

431,578 

39 

7,992 

0 

18. 

Exclusive Quality (WV) 

344 

52 

200 

16 

22 

Tomarie ($47,594) 

424,211 

31 

8,158 

0 

19. 

Street Magician (Md) 

135 

43 

117 

15 

16 

Meltech ($32,895) 

422,554 

35 

9,827 

0 

20. 

Hey Chub (NJ) 

44 

16 

50 

9 

14 

Izzadora Bella ($110,650) 

403,983 

56 

25,249 

0 

21. 

Talent Search (Pa) 

159 

32 

131 

10 

14 

Cardcounter ($75,630) 

396,349 

31 

12,386 

0 

22. 

Redeemed (Md) 

92 

30 

115 

13 

15 

Saint Main Event ($48,650) 

392,869 

43 

13,096 

0 

23. 

Flashback (Pa) 

154 

44 

116 

13 

15 

Miss Harry ($35,740) 

377,796 

30 

8,586 

0 

24. 

Silver Train (deceased) 

539 

36 

140 

10 

13 

Devine Dental ($60,284) 

366,522 

28 

10,181 

0 

25. 

Outflanker (Md) 

567 

25 

88 

10 

13 

Leap to Glory ($49,316) 

317,868 

40 

12,715 

0 

26. 

Crown of Thorns (Pa) 

55 

23 

73 

8 

11 

Crown and Sugar ($92,340) 

316,054 

35 

13,741 

1 

27. 

Despite the Odds (Md) 

63 

25 

97 

11 

13 

Dancingthehnydaway ($34,666) 

307,579 

44 

12,303 

0 

28. 

Denis of Cork (WV) 

130 

33 

140 

11 

17 

Cameron Street ($32,460) 

304,338 

33 

9,222 

0 

29. 

Medallist (Pa) 

204 

11 

49 

7 

9 

Winning the Medal ($93,778) 

303,213 

64 

27,565 

0 

30. 

Mad Flatter (deceased) 

48 

20 

76 

11 

15 

Glowing Star ($51,494) 

302,829 

55 

15,141 

0 

31. 

Tritap (deceased) 

40 

18 

58 

8 

8 

Trifor Gold ($46,666) 

287,397 

44 

15,967 

0 

32. 

Mr. Sidney (Va) 

127 

30 

110 

11 

12 

Mr French ($60,950) 

262,842 

37 

8,761 

0 

33. 

Super Ninety Nine (Md) 

60 

22 

66 

7 

7 

Ortinola ($44,680) 

260,589 

32 

11,845 

0 

34. 

Bullsbay (Pa) 

85 

26 

93 

7 

7 

Dancing Bull ($40,960) 

254,102 

27 

9,773 

0 

35. 

Fairbanks (pensioned) 

229 

27 

100 

8 

11 

Jeezum Jim ($47,308) 

239,269 

30 

8,862 

0 

36. 

Bandbox (Md) 

57 

15 

38 

7 

7 

Baptize the Boy ($45,760) 

230,954 

47 

15,397 

0 

37. 

Lord Shanakill (Pa) 

201 

49 

175 

18 

22 

Ciao ($22,854) 

224,684 

37 

4,585 

0 

38. 

Petionville (Md) 

752 

25 

74 

6 

8 

Cardio Cowboy ($48,114) 

210,781 

24 

8,431 

0 

39. 

Albert the Great (pensioned) 

412 

17 

59 

6 

11 

Can He Shine ($51,520) 

190,346 

35 

11,197 

0 

40. 

Nicanor (pensioned) 

44 

15 

54 

9 

10 

Fearless Terp ($43,917) 

183,702 

60 

12,247 

0 

41. 

Done Talking (SC) 

16 

8 

29 

5 

9 

Lonely Drifter ($57,568) 

182,454 

63 

22,807 

0 

42. 

Swiss Yodeler (WV) 

785 

24 

97 

9 

12 

Swiss Sunrise ($34,380) 

177,555 

38 

7,398 

0 

43. 

Cal Nation (Pa) 

49 

22 

85 

3 

5 

Parade of Nations ($46,059) 

176,885 

14 

8,040 

0 

44. 

Machen (WV) 

69 

25 

69 

11 

12 

Miss Problematic ($32,877) 

172,810 

44 

6,912 

0 

45. 

Louis Quatorze (deceased) 

991 

19 

63 

3 

3 

Kosher Kontract ($35,826) 

148,130 

16 

7,796 

0 

46. 

Rock Slide (pensioned) 

282 

11 

43 

4 

7 

Rocky Policy ($40,851) 

135,140 

36 

12,285 

0 

47. 

Scipion (Md) 

145 

18 

55 

2 

3 

In Arrears ($45,982) 

130,356 

11 

7,242 

0 

48. 

Buffum (Md) 

23 

8 

24 

5 

7 

Stormin Hongkong ($49,770) 

129,594 

63 

16,199 

0 

49. 

Our Entourage (WV) 

25 

9 

31 

7 

10 

Chiefs Kingdom ($33,073) 

129,144 

78 

14,349 

0 

50. 

Winchill (Pa) 

21 

5 

11 

3 

4 

Word On a Wing ($54,600) 

129,060 

60 

25,812 

0 

51. 

Lion Hearted (deceased) 

624 

15 

51 

3 

4 

Tricky Lion ($59,175) 

124,287 

20 

8,286 

0 

52. 

Well Spelled (Pa) 

24 

8 

26 

4 

6 

Fish to Fry ($43,656) 

123,413 

50 

15,427 

0 

53. 

Friend Or Foe (Va) 

19 

7 

14 

2 

2 

Mr. Buff ($91,250) 

119,551 

29 

17,079 

1 

54. 

Partner’s Hero (Pa) 

462 

11 

28 

2 

2 

Zipper’s Hero ($83,530) 

117,866 

18 

10,715 

1 

55. 

City Sharpster (Pa) 

66 

10 

69 

3 

4 

Secuencia ($47,736) 

116,482 

30 

11,648 

0 

56. 

King Puma (NJ) 

26 

4 

13 

1 

3 

Love Is Your Name ($93,560) 

113,428 

25 

28,357 

0 

57. 

Cable Boy (deceased) 

23 

5 

12 

2 

3 

Optic Way ($71,013) 

109,251 

40 

21,850 

0 

58. 

Officer Rocket (GB) (WV) 

35 

13 

45 

5 

6 

Rocket Thunder ($35,080) 

105,051 

38 

8,081 

0 

59. 

Bop (deceased) 

192 

10 

39 

4 

6 

C. D. Jammin ($54,135) 

102,812 

40 

10,281 

0 

60. 

Cuba (Md) 

19 

4 

14 

1 

1 

Laki ($98,440) 

100,739 

25 

25,185 

1 

61. 

Reflect Times (Jpn) (Pa) 

27 

7 

27 

3 

4 

You Tell Me ($42,820) 

97,428 

43 

13,918 

0 

62. 

Gandhi (Md) 

29 

14 

81 

4 

4 

Sterling Furiosa ($22,845) 

89,534 

29 

6,395 

0 

63. 

Cherokee’s Boy (pensioned) 

104 

7 

37 

4 

5 

Dr Bolt ($30,946) 

87,955 

57 

12,565 

0 

64. 

tBourbon Courage (Md) 

36 

2 

4 

2 

2 

Raging Whiskey ($44,850) 

85,410 

100 

42,705 

0 

65. 

Rimrod (Pa) 

112 

11 

34 

2 

3 

Girl Powder ($29,938) 

81,477 

18 

7,407 

0 
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COMMERCIAL 


FIRST-PLACE PERFORMANCE. 
UNMATCHED VERSATILITY. 


From heavy-duty tilt trucks to trash cans, job boxes, outdoor furniture, and more, 
Suncast® Commercial™ offers a diverse stable of products tough enough to take on 
any job-any time, any place, anywhere. 



Please visit: 

suncastcommercial.com/ntra 

to see our full line of products or call 

888 - 678 - 4289 . 



























Mid-Atlantic-bred stakes winners 

NJ-bred: PRENDIMI, SUNNY RIDGE. PA-bred: BRONX BEAUTY, CALL PAUL, GOTTA BE STRONG, 
MIDTOWNCHARLYBROWN, TROOPER JOHN, WIGWAM BABY. WV-bred: AARON’S TAP, CUTTIN EDGE TECH. 


New Jersey-bred 


PRENDIMI 

John J. Reilly Handicap 

$75,000-guaranteed, 6 fur., registered New Jersey-breds, 3 & up. 
Monmouth Park, May 25. 


A.P. Indy 
Dance With Ravens 

Dance Smartly 
Prendimi, dk.b./br.g., 2015 
Tour d’Or 

Cigno d’Oro 


Seattle Slew 
Weekend Surprise 
Danzig 

Classy ’n Smart 
Medaille d’Or 
Debby’s Turn 
Roman Reasoning 


Bold Reasoning 
My Charmer 
Secretariat 
Lassie Dear 
Northern Dancer 
Pas de Norn 
Smarten 
No Class 
Secretariat 
Fanfreluche 
Turn to Mars 
Gunnysdeb 
Bold Reasoning 




Signa 

Fellows Best 

nUlllcUIILcl 

Funny Fellow 
Run the Best 

17 

starts 1 st 

unraced 

2 nd 

3rd 

earnings 

18 

10 

2 

3 (1) 

3 

$ 92,650 

19 (sw) 

3 

_! (i) 

0 

0 

45,420 


13 

3 (1) 

3 (1) 

3 

$138,070 (1 



starts 

1 st 


2 nd 


15 (sw) 

5 

2 

( 1 ) 

2 

( 2 ) 

16 (sw) 

6 

1 

( 1 ) 

0 


17 (sw) 

4 

2 

( 2 ) 

1 

( 1 ) 

18 (sw) 

6 

1 

( 1 ) 

2 

( 1 ) 

19 (sw) 

4 

1 

( 1 ) 

1 

( 1 ) 


25 

7 

( 6 ) 

6 

(5) 


3rd earnings 

0 $ 374,752 

2 (2) 308,250 

0 254,400 

2 (2) 241,500 

_l (1) 159,675 

5 (4) $1,338,577 (through May 25) 


2015: 1st $100,000 Sapling S (plus $15,000 N.J.-bred enhancement), 1 mi., 2-year-olds, Mon¬ 
mouth, Sept. 6 ; 2nd Champagne S-G1, Delta Downs Jackpot S-G3. 2016: 1 st $250,000 Withers 
S-G3, lYie mi., 3-year-olds, Aqueduct, Jan. 30; 3rd Haskell Invitational S-G1, Queens County S. 
2017: 1 st $125,000 Jazil S, 1 mi. 70 yds., 4 & up, Aqueduct, Jan. 14; $125,000 Stymie S, 1 Ye mi., 
4 & up, Aqueduct, March 12; 2nd Brooklyn Invitational S-G2. 2018: 1st $100,000 State Dinner 
S, V/ib mi., 4 & up, Belmont, July 6 ; 2nd Kelso H-G2; 3rd Cigar Mile H-G1, Salvator Mile S-G3. 
2019: 1st $150,000 Salvator Mile S-G3 (plus $15,000 N.J.-bred enhancement), 1 mi., 3 & up, 
Monmouth, May 25; 2nd Jazil S; 3rd Westchester S-G3. 

Bred and owned by Dennis A. Drazin (N.J.); trained by Jason Servis. 

Sire: HOLY BULL, gr., 91 (deceased). 

Dam: LIGNUM VITAE, b., 07, bred by Dennis Drazin, John C. Kimmel and Caesar P. Kimmel (Ky.). 
Raced 1 year, 2 starts at 3,0 wins, $2,504. 

12 Petra, ch.f. by Holy Bull. Unraced. 

13 SUNNY RIDGE, gr./ro.g. by Holy Bull. 


Pennsylvania-bred 


BRONX BEAUTY 


2018: 2nd Charles Hesse III H. 2019: 1st $75,000 John J. Reilly H, 6 fur., registered N.J.-breds, 
3 & up, Monmouth, May 25. 

Bred and owned by G.J. Stables (N.J.); trained by Trainer: Luis Carvajal Jr. 

Sire: DANCE WITH RAVENS, b„ 02, stands in Saudi Arabia. 

Dam: CIGNO D’ORO, ch., 99, bred by Gail W. Shaw (N.J.). Raced 6 years, 53 starts, 7 wins, 2 to 7, 
$372,604, Spruce Fir H, Queen Lib H, 2nd Jersey Girl H, Open Mind H, Goldfinch H, 3rd Girl 
Powder H, Spruce Fir H, Open Mind H, Santo Lalomia H. 

08 Femmina Forte, ch.f. by Strong Hope. Raced 4 years, 9 starts, 2 wins at 3, $23,862. 

09 War Signal, dk.b./br.g. by War Front. Raced 5 years, 40 starts, 6 wins, 3 to 7, $72,436. (Kee 
Sept 10—$9,000) 

10 Campfire Party, ch.f. by Forest Danger. Raced 2 years, 7 starts, 2 wins at 4, $12,702. (Kee Jan 
11—$2,500) 

11 Barren. 

12 My Buddy Zip, ch.f. by Grand Reward. Raced 3 years, 11 starts, 2 wins at 3, $59,878. 

13 Barren. 

14 Deemed a Lady, dk.b./br.f. by Redeemed. Unraced. 

15 PRENDIMI, dk.b./br.g. by Dance With Ravens. 

17 Our Man Luke, ch.c. by Redeemed. Unraced. 

19 f. by Mission Impazible. 


SUNNY RIDGE 

Salvator Mile Stakes-G3 

$150,000-guaranteed (plus $15,000 New Jersey-bred enhancement), 1 mi., 3 & up. 
Monmouth Park, May 25. 


Great Above 

Holy Bull 

Sharon Brown 

Sunny Ridge, gr./ro.g., 2013 

Songandaprayer 
Lignum Vitae 

Slewdacious 


Minnesota Mac 
Ta Wee 
Al Hattab 
Agathea’s Dawn 
Unbridled’s Song 
Alizea 

Seattle Slew 
Bodacious Tatas 


Rough’n Tumble 
*Cow Girl II 
Intentionally 
Aspidistra 
The Axe II 
*Abyssinia II 
*Grey Dawn II 
Agathea 
Unbridled 
Trolley Song 
Premiership 
Fancy Medallion 
Bold Reasoning 
My Charmer 
Distinctive Pro 
Key to Paree 


Penn Ladies Dash Stakes 

$100,000-guaranteed, 6 fur., fillies and mares, 3 & up. Penn National, June 1. 


Indian Charlie 

Liaison 

Galloping Gal 

Bronx Beauty, gr./ro.f., 2015 

Rockport Harbor 
Forever Sunshine 

In Her Glory 


In Excess (Ire) 
Soviet Sojourn 
Victory Gallop 
Indy Flash 
Unbridled’s Song 
Regal Miss Copelan 
Miswaki 
Forever Waving 


Siberian Express 
Kantado 
Leo Castelli 
Political Parfait 
Cryptoclearance 
Victorious Lil 
A.P. Indy 
Mirror Bright 
Unbridled 
Trolley Song 
Copelan 
Regal Pennant 
Mr. Prospector 
Hopespringseternal 
Hoist the Flag 
Quillesian 



starts 

1 st 

2 nd 

17 (sw) 

4 

3 (2) 

0 

18 (sw) 

5 

2 ( 2 ) 

0 

19 (sw) 

2 


0 


11 

6 (5) 

0 


3rd earnings 

0 $120,720 

0 152,050 

_0 59,800 

0 $332,570 (through June 1) 


2017 : 1st $60,000 Colleen S, 5Vz fur. (off turf), 2-year-old fillies, Monmouth, Aug. 5; $100,000 
Blue Mountain Juvenile Fillies S, 6 fur., registered Pa.-bred 2-year-old fillies, Penn National, Nov. 
22. 2018 : 1st $100,000 New Start S, 6 fur., registered Pa.-bred 3-year-old fillies, Penn National, 
June 2; $100,000 Jose L Flores Memorial S, 6 V 2 fur., 3-year-old fillies, Parx, Aug. 4. 2019 : 1st 
$100,000 Penn Ladies Dash S, 6 fur., fillies and mares, 3 & up, Penn National, June 1 

Bred by Blackstone Farm LLC (Pa.); owned by Two W’s Stable; trained by Anthony R. Mar- 
gotta Jr. 

Sire: LIAISON, b., 09, stands at Mighty Acres, Pryor, Okla. 

Dam: FOREVER SUNSHINE, gr./ro., 09, bred by Liberation Farm and Brandywine Farm (Ky.). Unraced. 
(Kee Nov 12—$6,000 in foal to Majestic Warrior; Kee Nov 16—$40,000 in foal to Twirling Candy; 
Kee Nov 17—$100,000 in foal to Bayern) 

12 Can’thandletheheat, dk.b./br.c. by Latent Heat. Raced 1 year, 1 start at 3,0 wins, $0. (Kee Nov 
12—$1,000; OBS Aug 13—$14,000; OBS June 14—$13,000) 

13 Rock the Sun, gr./ro.f. by Majestic Warrior. Unraced. 

14 Shining Armada, b.f. by Afleet Alex. Raced 2 years, 11 starts, 2 win at 4, $62,520. (FTK Oct 
15—$60,000) 

15 BRONX BEAUTY, gr./ro.f. by Liaison. 

16 My Only Sunshine, gr./ro.g. by Liaison. Raced 2 years, 6 start at 2 and 3,0 wins, $6,172. (FTM 
Oct 17—$42,000) 
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17 Moneyformyhoney, gr./ro.f. by Twirling Candy. Unraced. (Kee Sept 18—$15,000; OBS April 
19—$55,000) 

18 gr./ro.c. by Bayern. 

19 f. by Bayern. 


CALL PAUL 


Danzig Stakes 

$100,000-guaranteed, 6 fur., registered Pennsylvania-bred 3-year-olds. 
Penn National, June 1. 


A.P. Indy 

Friesan Fire 

Bollinger (Aus) 

Call Paul, b.c.,2016 

Forestry 

Avani Force 

Avani 


Seattle Slew 
Weekend Surprise 
Dehere 

Bint Marscay (Aus) 
Storm Cat 
Shared Interest 
Gulch 

Royal Strait Flush 


Bold Reasoning 
My Charmer 
Secretariat 
Lassie Dear 
Deputy Minister 
Sister Dot 
Marscay 
Eau d’Etoile 
Storm Bird 
Terlingua 
Pleasant Colony 
Surgery 
Mr. Prospector 
Jameela 
Seattle Slew 
Strip Poker 



starts 

1 st 

2 nd 

3rd 

earnings 

18 (sw) 

5 

3 (2) 

0 

2 (2) 

$279,500 

19 (sw) 

4 

J (2) 


_! w 

195,020 


9 

5 (4) 

1 (1) 

3 (3) 

$474,520 (through June 1) 


2018: 1st $200,000 Saratoga Special S-G2, 6!4 fur., 2-year-olds, Saratoga, Aug. 12; $100,000 
Pennsylvania Nursery S, 7 fur., registered Pa.-bred 2-year-old colts and geldings, Parx, Dec. 1; 
3rd Champagne S-G1, Nashua S-G3. 2019: 1st $150,000 Swale S-G3, 7 fur., 3-year-olds, Gulf- 
stream, Feb. 2; $100,000 Danzig S, 6 fur., registered Pa.-bred 3-year-olds, Penn National, June 1; 

2nd Gold Fever S; 3rd Bay Shore S-G3. 

Bred by Beatrice Patterson and Vicky Schowe (Pa.); owned by Michael Dubb, David Simon, 
Bethlehem Stables LLC and Bruce Irom; trained by Jason Servis. 

Sire: FRIESAN FIRE, b., 06, stands at Country Life Farm, Bel Air, Md. 

Dam: AVANI FORCE, dk.b./br., 07, bred by Mercedes Stables LLC (Ky.). Raced 2 years, 8 starts, 5 
wins at 3 and 4, $77,200. 

12 Aggreysive, gr./ro.f. by Monba. Raced 4 years, 15 starts, 2 wins at 5 and 6, $33,435. 

14 Friesani, dk.b./br.f. by Friesan Fire. Raced 2 years, 16 starts, 2 wins at 3, $87,636. (FM Dec 
14—$6,000) 

15 Slipped. 

16 CALL PAUL, b.c. by Friesan Fire. (FM Oct 17—$20,000; FM May 18—$210,000) 

17 Pink Caddy, ch.f. by El Padrino. Unraced. (FM Oct 18—$40,000) 

18 b.c. by Bullsbay. 

19 c. by Uncle Lino. 


GOTTA BE STRONG 


New Start Stakes 


$100,000-guaranteed, 6 fur., registered Pennsylvania-bred 3-year-old fillies. 
Penn National, June 1. 


Tiznow 

Strong Mandate 

Clear Mandate 

Gotta Be Strong, b.f., 2016 
Wild Rush 

Gotta Rush 

Silver Stockings 

starts 1st 

18 4 1 

19 (sw) 6 4 (1) 


Cee’s Tizzy 

Cee’s Song 

Deputy Minister 

Dream Deal 

Relaunch 

Tizly 

Seattle Song 
Lonely Dancer 
Vice Regent 

Mint Copy 
Sharpen Up (GB) 
Likely Exchange 

Wild Again 

Icecapade 

Bushel-n-Peck 

Rose Park 

Plugged Nickle 
Hardship 

Seattle Sleet 

Seattle Slew 
Snow Blossom 

Parmilla 

Silver Deputy 
Running Around 

d 3rd 

earnings 

1 

$ 43,090 

> 0 

188,000 


10 5 (1) 3 


$231,090 (through June 1) 


2019 : 1 st $100,000 New Start S, 6 fur., registered Pa.-bred 3-year-old fillies, Penn National, June 1. 

Bred by Scott Naylor (Pa.); owned by Gap View Stables and Jagger Inc.; trained by Jamie Ness. 
Sire: STRONG MANDATE, b., 11, stands at Three Chimneys Farm, Midway, Ky. 

Dam: GOTTA RUSH, b., 02, bred by Inwood Farms and Andrew Savas (Ky.). Raced 3 years, 22 starts, 
4 wins at 2 and 3, $244,606, Polly’s Jet S, 2nd Go for Wand S, Suncoast S, Delaware Certified 
Distaff S, 3rd Florida Oaks, Selima S. 


08 Gotta Haveitall, b.c. by Langfuhr. Raced 2 years, 11 starts, 1 win at 3, $28,352. 

09 Desviado, gr./ro.f. by Macho Uno. Raced 2 years, 6 starts at 2 and 5,0 wins, $3,320. (Kee Nov 
09—$31,000) 

10-11 Barren. 

12 Gotta Gogo Girl, dk.b./br.f. by Congrats. 

13 Gotta Redhot Shot, ch.f. by Trappe Shot. Raced 2 years, 8 starts at 2 and 4,0 wins, $7,685. 

14 Gotta Curlin, ch.c. by Curlin. Raced 4 years, 24 starts, 3 wins, 3 to 5, $57,341. (Kee Sept 
15—$380,000) 

15 Barren. 

16 GOTTA BE STRONG, b.f. by Strong Mandate. (FM Oct 17—$2,100) 

18 Bold Rush, dk.b./br.c. by Jump Start. 


MIDTOWNCHARLYBROWN 


Chocolate Town Sprint Stakes 

$100,000-guaranteed, 6 fur., 3 & up. Penn National, June 1. 


Grand Slam 

Limehouse 

Dixieland Blues 

Uptowncharlybrown 

Langfuhr 

La lluminada 

Ms Star Fire 

Midtowncharlybrown, ch.h., 2014 

Gone West 

Speightstown 

Silken Cat 

Torchwood 

Defrere 

Lilah 

Dixie Rouge 


Gone West 
Bright Candles 
Dixieland Band 
Blue Jean Baby 
Danzig 

Sweet Briar Too 
Forty Niner 
Estrella Fuega 
Mr. Prospector 
Secrettame 
Storm Cat 
Silken Doll 
Deputy Minister 
Sister Dot 
Dixieland Band 
Cabala Rouge 



starts 

1 st 

2 nd 


16 

2 

0 

0 


17 

9 

6 

1 

(1) 

18 (sw) 

6 

2 (1) 

0 


19 (sw) 

2 

J 0) 

0 



19 

9 (2) 

1 

(1) 


3rd earnings 

0 $ 1,450 

0 172,138 

1 (1) 164,080 

_0 63,240 

1 (1) $400,908 (through June 1) 


2017: 2nd Danzig S. 2018 : 1st $200,000 Fabulous Strike S, 6 fur., 3 & up, Penn National, Nov. 
21; 3rd Banjo Picker Sprint S. 2019 : 1st $100,000 Chocolate Town Sprint S, 6 fur., 3 & up, 
Penn National, June 1. 

Bred by Godric LLC (Pa.); owned by Uptowncharlybrown Stud LLC and Godric LLC; trained 
by Edward J. Coletti Jr. 

Sire: UPTOWNCHARLYBROWN, ch„ 07, stands at Diamond B Farm, Mohrsville, Pa. 

Dam: TORCHWOOD, dk.b./br., 07, bred by WinStar Farm LLC (Ky.). Raced 1 year, 2 starts at 4, 0 
wins, $300. 

14 MIDTOWNCHARLYBROWN, ch.c. by Uptowncharlybrown. 

1 5 MIDNIGHTCHARLY, ch.g. by Uptowncharlybrown. Raced 2 years, 1 0 starts, 5 wins at 3 and 4, 
$254,370, Lyman H, 3rd Chocolate Town Sprint S. 

16 Charly’s Charm, b.f. by Uptowncharlybrown. Raced 2 years, 5 starts, 1 win at 3, $36,870. 

17 Charly’s Assassin, b.c. by Uptowncharlybrown. Unraced. 

18 b.f. by Uptowncharlybrown. 


TROOPER JOHN 

Journal Handicap 

$50,000-guaranteed, 6 fur., 3 & up. Century Mile, May 20. 
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Stakes winners 


Tiznow 
Colonel John 

Sweet Damsel 
Trooper John, b.g., 2014 

Woodman 
Shouldn’t We All 

Sharp Dance 


Cee’s Tizzy 
Cee’s Song 
Turkoman 
Grande Dame 
Mr. Prospector 
Playmate 
Dancing Czar 
Sharp Nurse 


Relaunch 

Tizly 

Seattle Song 
Lonely Dancer 
Alydar 
Taba (Arg) 

Zen 

Fia 

Raise a Native 
Gold Digger 
Buckpasser 
Intriguing 
Nijinsky II 
Mrs. Warren 
Piercer 
Special Nurse 


16 (sw) 

starts 

6 

1st 

3 (2) 

2nd 

2 


17 (sw) 

5 

3 (3) 

2 

(2) 

18 (sw) 

4 

2 (2) 

1 

(1) 

19 (sw) 

3 

J_ (1) 

1 



18 

9 (8) 

6 

(3) 


3rd earnings 

1 (1) $ 49,186 

0 108,464 

1 (1) 55,204 

J_ (1) 28,806 

3 (3) $241,660 (through June 9) 


2016: 1st $25,000 Winnipeg Futurity, 6 fur., 2-year-olds, Assiniboia, Sept. 9; $50,000 Canadian 
Juvenile S, 1 mi., 2-year-olds, Northlands, Oct. 22; 3rd Edmonton Juvenile S. 2017: 1st $50,000 
Western Canada H, 6 fur., 3-year-olds, Northlands, May 27; $50,000 Ky Alta H, 1 mi., 3-year-olds, 
Northlands, June 17; $50,000 Count Lathum H, V/e mi., 3-year-olds, Northlands, July 15; 2nd 

Canadian Derby-G3, British Columbia Derby-G3. 2018: 1st $50,000 Journal H, 6 fur., 3 & up, 
Northlands, May 19; $50,000 Don Getty H, 114 mi., 3 & up, Northlands, July 21; 2nd Spangled 
Jimmy H; 3rd Swift Thoroughbreds Inaugural S. 2019: 1st $50,000 Journal H, 6 fur., 3 & up, 
Century Mile, May 20; 3rd Spangled Jimmy H. 

Bred by Smart Angle LLP (Pa.); owned by Riversedge Racing Stables Ltd.; trained by Tim 
Rycroft. 

Sire: COLONEL JOHN, b., 05, stands at Jeju Stud, Jeju-do, South Korea. 

Dam: Shouldn’t We All, ch., 98, bred by Joseph Allen (Ky.). Raced 3 years, 20 starts, 3 wins at 4, 
$110,084, 3rd Going Up S. (Kee Sept 99—$125,000; Kee Nov 04—$215,000 in foal to Cat 
Thief; Kee Nov 14—$25,000 in foal to Violence) 

05 Reality Remix, ch.g. by Cat Thief. Raced 2 years, 11 starts, 3 wins at 3 and 4, $22,798. (FTM 
Oct 06—$40,000) 

06 SKY HAVEN, b.f. by Sky Mesa. Raced 3 years, 13 starts, 3 wins at 2 and 3, $220,527, 
Presque Isle Debutante S, Caught In The Rain S, 2nd Blue Mountain Juvenile S, Colleen S, 
Channel Three S, Northern Fling S, 3rd Gallant Bloom H-G2. (Kee April 08—$150,000; Kee 
Nov 09—$350,000) Producer. 

07 Chiricahua, dk.b./br.c. by Cherokee Run. Raced 1 year, 5 starts, 1 win at 3, $33,625. (FTS Aug 
08—$100,000) 

08 Sudden Calm, ch.g. by Stormy Atlantic. In Puerto Rico and U.S., raced 6 years, 43 starts, 3 wins 
at 4,6 and 7, $97,635. 

09 Not bred. 

10 Mellonbrook, ch.f. by Discreet Cat. Raced 3 years, 13 starts, 3 wins at 3 and 4, $102,760. 

11 Sky Flyer, dk.b./br.c. by Sky Mesa. Unraced. (Kee Sept 12—$55,000; OBS June 14—$10,000) 

12 Barren. 

13 Ponte Vedra Sky, ch.g. by Sky Mesa. Raced 3 years, 9 starts, 2 wins at 3 and 5, $35,036. (Kee 
Nov 13—$52,000; Kee Sept 14—$110,000; OBS March 15—$100,000) 

14 TROOPER JOHN, b.g. by Colonel John. (Kee Nov 14—$3,000; FM Oct 15—$21,000) 

15 Sutro, ch.f. by Violence. Raced 3 years, 9 starts, 1 win at 4, $72,625. (Kee Sept 16—$50,000; 
FTM May 17—$160,000) 

16 Flashy Sister, ch.f. by Flashback. Raced 1 year, 1 start at 3, 0 wins, $282. (Kee Jan 17— 
$15,000) 

17 Barren. 

18 dk.b./br.c. by Outwork. 



starts 

1st 


2nd 

13 

unraced 




14 

2 

1 


0 

15 

9 

2 


1 

16 

2 

1 


0 

17 

4 

0 


1 (1) 

18 

5 

0 


1 

19 (sw) 

2 

1 

(1) 

0 


*24 

5 

(1) 

3 (1) 


3rd earnings 

0 $ 24,300 

0 47,709 

0 16,500 

1 (1) 22,250 

0 4,800 

0 30,750 

1 (1) $146,309 (through May 11) 


Includes NSA sanctioned starts 


2017: 2nd Mrs. Ogden Phipps S; 3rd Peapack Hurdle S. 2019: 1st $50,000 Margaret Currey 
Henley Hurdle S, 214 mi. over National fences, fillies and mares, 4 & up, Percy Warner, May 11. 

Bred by William L. Pape and Jonathan E. Sheppard (Pa.); owned and trained by Jonathan E. 
Sheppard. 

Sire: LANGFUHR, b„ 92 (pensioned). 

Dam: Tepee Tot, b., 01, bred by William L. Pape and Jonathan E. Sheppard (Pa.). Raced 3 years, 
12 starts, 2 wins at 4 and 5, $42,170,3rd Crown Royal Hurdle S-G3, Margaret Currey Henley 
Sport of Queens Hurdle S. (Kee Jan 02—$10,000; FM Oct 02—$10,000) 

08 Prairie Home, b.c. by Powerscourt (GB). Unraced. 

09 Camping, dk.b./br.f. by Rimrod. Unraced. 

10 Divined, b.g. by Rimrod. Raced 5 years, 22 starts, 3 wins, 5 to 7, $48,863. 

11 WIGWAM BABY, b.f. by Langfuhr. 

12 Adulating, b.f. by Flatter. Raced 3 years, 8 starts, 1 win at 3, $20,740. 

14 Agawam River, dk.b./br.g. by Rockport Harbor. Unraced. 


West Virginia-bred 


AARON’S TAP 


It’s Only Money Stakes 

$50,000-added, 4/2 fur., registered accredited WestVirginia-breds, 3 & up. 
Charles Town, May 11. 


Afleet 

Northern Afleet 

Nuryette 

Aaron’s Tap, dk.b./br.g., 2014 
Pleasant Tap 

Tapforaly 

Aly’s Daylite 


Mr. Prospector 
Polite Lady 
Nureyev 
Stellarette 
Pleasant Colony 
Never Knock 
Dayjur 
Beautiful Aly 


Raise a Native 
Gold Digger 
Venetian Jester 
Friendly Ways 
Northern Dancer 
Special 
Tentam 
Square Angel 
His Majesty 
Sun Colony 
Stage Door Johnny 
Never Hula 
Danzig 
Gold Beauty 
Alydar 

Beautiful Glass 



starts 

1st 

2nd 


16 

unraced 




17 

7 

4 

1 

(1) 

18 (sw) 

10 

6 (1) 

0 


19 (sw) 

3 

J (2) 

0 



20 

12 (3) 

1 

(1) 


3rd earnings 

0 $ 70,899 

3 (1) 114,322 

_0 61,630 

3 (1) $246,851 (through May 11) 


WIGWAM BABY 


Margaret Currey Henley Hurdle Stakes 

$50,000-guaranteed, 214 mi. over National fences, fillies and mares, 4 & up. 
Percy Warner, May 11. 


Danzig 

Langfuhr 

Sweet Briar Too 

Wigwam Baby, b.m., 2011 
Waquoit 

Tepee Tot 

My Papoose 


Northern Dancer 
Pas de Norn 
Briartic 

Prima Babu Gum 
Relaunch 
Grey Parlo 
Northern Baby 
Suitress 


Nearctic 

Natalma 

Admiral’s Voyage 

*Petitioner 

Nearctic 

Sweet Lady Briar 
Gummo 
Princess Babu 
In Reality 
Foggy Note 
*Grey Dawn II 
Parlomia 
Northern Dancer 
Two Rings 
Gallant Romeo 
Martie’s Mad 


2017: 2nd Robert G. Leavitt S. 2018: 1st $35,000 Last Enchantment S, 4V 2 fur., registered 
accredited W.Va.-breds, 3 & up, Charles Town, Sept. 22; 3rd W.Va. “Dash for Cash” Breeders 
Classic S. 2019: 1st $50,000 Confucius Say S, 7 fur., registered accredited W.Va.-breds, 3 & up, 
Charles Town, April 20; $50,000 It’s Only Money S, 4y 2 fur., registered accredited W.Va.-breds, 3 
& up, Charles Town, May 11. 

Bred by A & B Bloodstock (W.Va.); owned by Smart Angle LLP; trained by Jeff C. Runco. 

Sire: NORTHERN AFLEET, b„ 93 (deceased). 

Dam: TAPFORALY, dk.b./br., 00, bred by Horton Stables Inc. (Ky.). Raced 1 year, 2 starts at 3,0 wins, 
$930. (Kee Nov 03—$3,700) 

05 c. by Medford. Died 2005. 

06 NAY’S TAP, b.g. by Northern Afleet. Raced 2 years, 15 starts, 7 wins at 3 and 4, $275,758, 
Waterford Park H, Sophomore Sprint Championship S, W.Va. Dash for Cash Breeders Classic 
S, 2nd Wild and Wonderful S, 3rd Christmas S, It’s Only Money S, Springtime H. 

07 Flaming Tap, dk.b./br.g. by Mutakddim. Raced 3 years, 9 starts, 1 win at 3, $27,187. 

08 Princess Aly, dk.b./br.f. by Mutakddim. Raced 3 years, 24 starts, 7 wins, 4 to 6, $139,870. (Kee 
Jan 12—$37,000) 

11 Aly’s Tap, b.g. by Northern Afleet. Raced 3 years, 23 starts, 6 wins, 3 to 5, $125,176, 2nd 
Coin Collector S. 

13 Barren. 

14 AARON’S TAP, dk.b./br.g. by Northern Afleet. 

16 All About Tap, b.g. by Super Ninety Nine. Raced 1 year, 2 starts at 3,0 wins, $200. 
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Environmentally Sensitive Company 


CUTTIN EDGE TECH 

Fancy Buckles Stakes 

$50,000-added, AVz fur., registered accredited West Virginia-bred fillies and mares, 
3 & up. Charles Town, May 18. 


Unbridled’s Song 

Fiber Sonde 

Silken Cat 

Cuttin Edge Tech, ch.m., 2014 
Pioneering 
Cuttin Edge Kitten 

Stylish Kitten 


Unbridled 
Trolley Song 
Storm Cat 
Silken Doll 
Mr. Prospector 
Terlingua 
Mountain Cat 
Stylish Affair 


Fappiano 
Gana Facil 
Caro (Ire) 
Lucky Spell 
Storm Bird 
Terlingua 
Chieftain 
Insilca 

Raise a Native 
Gold Digger 
Secretariat 
Crimson Saint 
Storm Cat 
Always Mint 
Raise a Man 
Northern Style 


starts 1st 2nd 

16 unraced 

17 9 2 3 

18 10 6 2 

19 (sw) 4 4 (1) 0 


3rd earnings 

1 (1) $ 48,714 

0 61,311 

0 67,560 


23 12 (1) 5 


$177,585 (through June 8) 


2017 : 3rd Coin Collector S. 2019 : 1st $50,000 Fancy Buckles S, 414 fur., registered accredited 
W.Va.-bred fillies and mares, 3 & up, Charles Town, May 18. 

Bred by Karl B. Johnson Sr. and Crystal Pickett (W.Va.); owned by Robert L. Cole Jr.; trained 
by Kevin S. Patterson. 

Sire: FIBER SONDE, gr./ro., 05, stands at Beau Ridge Farm, Charles Town, W.Va. 

Dam: CUTTIN EDGE KITTEN, ch„ 08, bred by Karl B. Johnson Sr. and Crystal Pickett (W.Va.). Raced 
3 years, 17 starts, 2 wins at 2, $50,600. 

14 CUTTIN EDGE TECH, ch.f. by Fiber Sonde. 

15 Too Much to List, ch.f. by Fiber Sonde. Unraced 


Horse Manure 
Removal 

Fastrak Express, Inc. 
Hy-Tech Mushroom Compost, Inc. 



West Grove, PA Rising Sun, MD 

15 Horse Minimum • Straw Only 

(800) 529-2146 • (410) 658-0520 

Certified Commercial Manure Broker 

www.fastrakexpress.com 


Maryland-bred Millionaires 

There are 25 of them, 17 by Maryland sires or Maryland-bred sires. The list is topped by two- 


time horse of the year CIGAR, and includes Eclipse Champions SAFELY KEPT and GOOD 
NIGHT SHIRT, along with DAVE’S FRIEND, the first pure sprinter to earn over a million and 
arguably the best horse never to be honored with an Eclipse award. 


CIGAR, $ 9 , 999,815 
AWAD, $ 3 , 270,818 
CONCERN, $ 3 , 079,350 
BROAD BRUSH, $ 2 , 656,793 
BEN’S CAT, $ 2 , 643,782 
RICHARD’S KID, $ 2 , 482,259 
SAFELY KEPT, $ 2 , 194,206 
LITTLE BOLD JOHN, $ 1 , 956,405 
INCLUDE, $ 1 , 659,560 


VALLEY CROSSING, $ 1 , 616,490 
OUR NEW RECRUIT, $ 1 , 470,920 
HEROS REWARD, $ 1 , 301,698 
SHINE AGAIN, $ 1 , 271,840 
CATHRYN SOPHIA, $ 1 , 229,720 
DELAUNAY, $ 1 , 210,321 
TEN KEYS, $ 1 , 209,211 
CHEROKEE’S BOY, $ 1 , 177,946 
HOMEBUILDER, $ 1 , 172,153 


UNDER COUNTER, $ 1 , 167,083 
DAVE’S FRIEND, $ 1 , 079,915 
EIGHTTOFASTTOCATCH, $ 1 , 072,970 
GOOD NIGHT SHIRT, $ 1 , 041,083 
JAMEELA, $ 1 , 038,704 
SILMARIL, $ 1 , 032,973 
URBANE, $ 1 , 018,568 


Breed Local 


Maryland-breds: there’s no denying class. 

And now with an ever-improving Maryland-bred program, no reason not to have one! 

Better stallions. Better mares. Maryland-breds. 




Raise Local 

MarylandThoroughbred.com 
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A forum for establishing 
a path forward in the 
spirit of cooperation 


BY TOM LAMARRA 


T he last Maryland Horse Industry 
Forum was held almost five years ago, 
and one of the key summary points 
of the all-day event remains relevant today 
“The major point acknowledged at the 
2014 Forum is that ‘Maryland is on the 
Move/ although there is still much to be 
done/’ the executive summary states. “It is 
up to us to keep the momentum going by 
continuing to market aggressively, foster 
cross-disciplinary cooperation, be vigilant 
on issues confronting the industry, and 
upgrade facilities.” 

There has been much progress on all 
those fronts since 2014 but, as stated in the 
summary, there is still much to be done in 
2019 and beyond. 

The forum, held every five years, returns 
to the calendar on Aug. 8 at Goucher 
College in Baltimore with 12 focus areas 
including perception of the overall horse 
industry, transition of unwanted horses, 
a preview of 2020 legislation in the state, 
and welfare and safety of the racehorse, 
according to the Maryland Horse Industry 
Board. The forum is an opportunity for 
not only sharing ideas but also develop¬ 
ing education strategies critical to one of 
Maryland’s largest economic drivers. 

It’s no coincidence the list of “gold 
sponsors” for 2014 included the Maryland 
Thoroughbred Horsemen’s Association, 
Maryland Horse Breeders Association, 
Maryland Million, Cloverleaf Standardbred 
Owners’ Association, Maryland Standard- 
bred Breeders Association, Maryland 
Jockey Club, and Rosecroft Raceway. They 
are all back this year. Maryland racing and 
breeding is where it is today because of 
consistent cooperation among all those 
groups-even amid conflict. 

That cooperation is just as critical today 
as it was five years ago, and will remain so 


with multiple issues to be addressed by the 
industry. A 10-year Thoroughbred racing 
agreement is in its seventh year; the future 
of Pimlico Race Course and the Preakness 
Stakes remains undecided; an expansion of 
the Racetrack Facility Renewal Account to 
allow for bonds for Laurel Park and Bowie 
Training Center reconstruction projects 
stalled this year; and it seems likely sports 
betting will be tackled by the legislature in 
2020. 

A few of those topics may be touched 
upon during this year’s forum, but anoth¬ 
er—the welfare of safety of the race¬ 
horse—is foundational and the focus. It’s 
no secret horse racing on a national level 
has been put into a bad spot in 2019, in 
part because of perception and misinfor¬ 
mation. 

Maryland has been at the forefront of 
positive change in horse racing in many 
areas, including equine and jockey health 
and safety protocols, uniform medication 
regulations, and ongoing review-and, if 
necessary, improvement-of various pro¬ 
tocols. In the current national climate, 
however, it has become increasingly dif¬ 
ficult to get recognition for the body of 
work that has been done. 

The Maryland Horse Industry Forum 
is open to anyone who wants to attend. 
A large number of surveys that estab¬ 
lished the agenda were completed, many by 
people from out of state, and that’s a good 
thing. It shows how integral Maryland is 
to the Mid-Atlantic horse industry and 
beyond. 

There is a really good story to tell. 
The MTHA and other affiliates of the 
Thoroughbred Horsemen’s Association 
are largely responsible for the regional 
uniformity the industry has today, and is 
constantly working on ways to improve 


rules and regulations for the benefit of 
equine and human participants in racing. 
In March, a large group of Mid-Atlantic 
stakeholders announced a Strategic Plan 
to Reduce Racehorse Fatalities after more 
than a year of discussion and consensus¬ 
building. 

The accomplishments are rooted in 
the understanding that the region requires 
cohesiveness to get things done and to 
maximize success for each state. Much 
more can be done in other areas, such as 
the scheduling of races and dates-the 
MATCH Series has served as a vehicle 
for some coordination of stakes—but one 
thing the region or an individual state 
doesn’t need is divisiveness. 

The August forum is about Maryland, 
but many of the agenda items pertain to 
anyone in the horse industry in Delaware, 
New Jersey, New York, Pennsylvania, 
Virginia and West Virginia. It should prove 
very educational and, hopefully, lead to a 
path forward in several key areas. It will be 
worth attending. 

As for MATCH, two of the five series 
days for 2019 are in the books —first at 
Laurel Park and then Hollywood Casino at 
Penn National Race Course, which on June 
1 registered its second-largest total pari¬ 
mutuel handle on an eight-stakes, 12-race 
program that included four MATCH 
events. The new single-day-at-each-part- 
ner-track structure for MATCH appears 
to have generated more interest in large 
part because it’s easier for horsemen and 
horseplayers to follow. 

The series next goes to Delaware Park 
July 13, which is Delaware Handicap day. 
After that it’s on to Parx Racing Sept. 2, 
Labor Day. Monmouth Park will host the 
final MATCH Series day Sept. 28, the last 
Saturday of its meet. W 
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In Print 

Decision to launch magazine a key 
moment in association's history 

By Cindy Deubler 



Horses are our Legacy 

♦ AND OUR FUTURE ♦ 


(j rowth in the early years 
of the Maryland Horse Breed¬ 
ers Association following its 
incorporation in 1929 spurred 
the board to find a way to 
share information with mem¬ 
bers, and promote the state's 
horse industry 

In the spring of 1936, new 
president Chester F. Hock¬ 
ley initiated the "search for a 
means to disseminate knowl¬ 
edge and valuable informa¬ 
tion among the horsemen of 
the state" and selected new 
board member Humphrey S. 

Finney as the person to take 
on the task. Finney, manager 
of Holly Beach Farm in An¬ 
napolis, had become a "turf 
journalist" as he noted in his 
memoir Fair Exchange , when 
his experiences on the farm 
led him to write articles for 
The Thoroughbred Record and 
eventually a day-to-day ac¬ 
count of his life titled "A Stud 
Farm Diary," published first 
by The Blood-Horse from 1935- 
36 and then in book form. 

Finney was named the 
MHBA's director of publicity, 
and the first issue of The Mary¬ 
land Horse , a four-page flyer, 
debuted in July 1936. 

In his president's letter in 
that first publication. Hock- This magazine has evolved since the first issue of 

ley wrote: "We feel that not The Maryland Horse made its debut in July 1936. 

enough publicity has been 
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A LETTER FROM THE PRESIDENT: 

TO THE HORSEMEN OF MARYLAND, 

— This spring the members of the Maryland Horse Breeders Association did me the hon¬ 
our of electing me their President and to assist me in the task before me they elected at 
the same time the officers named above, as well as a Board of Directors whose names appear 
elsewhere in this paper. The Board in recent session decided that it was time that some 
means of disseminating knowledge and valuable information among the horsemen of the 
state be found, hence The Maryland Horse. It is the aim of myself and the Association in 
general that we shall so strengthen the position of the horsebreeders of the state that we 
shall be accorded the amount of notice that is our due. We hope to carry on the work of 
the Association in many different ways, among them being, by co-operation with the Live 
Stock Sanitary Board, the improvement of the health in general of our farms and the spread 
of knowledge of preventive measures to combat such things as disease and parasites. We 
feel that not enough publicity has been given throughout the country to the excellent qual¬ 
ity of horses of all kinds that have of late years been produced on Maryland farms. To this 
end we have appointed Mr. Humphrey S. Finney, of Holly Beach Farm, Annapolis, Direc¬ 
tor of Publicity for the Association and it will be of great satisfaction to me and the direc¬ 
tors generally if all breeders will send direct to Mr. Finney- all news of their horses and 
farms that from time to time they may wish sent out. It would be of great interest if all 
breeders would report the list of their foals of 1936, the yearlings they plan on breaking, 
the winners they breed and the horses they may sell or buy. Furthermore it is hoped that 
through this monthly bulletin, The Maryland Horse, the horsemen may advertise their 
wants, be they employes or horses. If you have something to sell, try to sell at home 
through these pages. 

The value of a publication such as this hopes to become depends entirely upon the sup¬ 
port accorded to it by the horsemen themselves, and they are notoriously slack about doing 
anything for their own ultimate benefit. I myself feel very strongly that as large a business 
as the horse industry of Maryland is it should support its own little publication. By the 
horse business I do not simply mean the Thoroughbred industry, I mean every kind of 
horses. It is well to understand that the Directors of this Association are very much in 
favour of the representatives of the draft horse industry as well as the hunter men and those 
interested in the breeding of polo ponies, trotters and mules being members of this group. 
Plans are in the making for a revision of the Membership rules so that adequate provision 
shall be made for all these groups. 

In closing it is my wish to impress upon all who may read this paper that the motto 
of this Association must be twofold. Unity is Strength, and Mutual Service. 

Yours for more and better horses, 

CHESTER F. HOCKLEY, President . 
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Staffers through the years included (from left) first editor Humphrey Finney, also the field secretary of the MHBA; 
the dynamic team of writer/editor Snowden Carter and photographer/writer Peter Winants; and editor Rich Wilcke, 
who took the magazine in a new direction with the formation of Mid-Atlantic Thoroughbred to expand on Maryland coverage. 


given throughout the coun¬ 
try to the excellent quality of 
horses of all kinds that have 
of late years been produced 
on Maryland farms/' He then 
sent out a request to breeders 
for news of their horses and 
farms, and noted that "The 
value of a publication such as 
this hopes to become depends 
entirely upon the support ac¬ 
corded to it by the horsemen 
themselves, and they are noto¬ 
riously slack about doing any¬ 
thing for their own ultimate 
benefit. I myself feel very 
strongly that as large a busi¬ 
ness as the horse industry of 
Maryland is it should support 
its own little publication." 

The Maryland Horse proved 
the perfect vehicle. Starting 
with the second issue, Fin¬ 
ney announced "The Mary¬ 
land Horse hopes to present 
on its first page each month 
the likeness of the horse that 
has, in the Editor's opinion, 
done most to enhance the 
glory of our horses of Mary¬ 
land during the preceeding 
month." The first selected was 
the 2-year-old colt Airflame, 
bred by Adolph Pons, owned 
by Alfred Gwynne Vanderbilt 
and trained by J.N. Stotler. 
"The first foal to be raised at 
Country Life by young man¬ 
ager John Pons, Airflame is a 
smallish colt that runs close 
to the ground with extreme 
speed," it was reported. 

The publication was made 
more eye-catching by the third 
month, as color was added to 
the cover of the September is¬ 


sue-distinctive orange bor¬ 
ders which would make the 
magazine readily identifiable 
for decades. 

Within a year The Maryland 
Horse had grown to 36 pages 
thanks to advertising support. 
Writers reported on events 
and promoted local horse¬ 
men. Finney noted: "It has 
been just a year since the first 
appearance of The Maryland 
Horse , and now it is going to 
horsemen and women far and 
wide, spanning land and wa¬ 
ter en route. Many readers of 
the magazine who write in to 
tell us that they enjoy its con¬ 
tents wish to join the Mary¬ 
land Horse Breeders Associa¬ 
tion and thereby help to carry 
a portion of the cost of pro¬ 
duction of the magazine." 

Finney was hired full-time 
in 1937 as the magazine's edi¬ 
tor and field secretary for the 
MHBA. In his autobiography 
he noted: "I really hated to 
leave Holly Beach Farm, but 
the magazine and the work 
for the Association presented 
an appealing challenge, and I 
felt that there might be even 
broader horizons ahead." 

Finney served as editor un¬ 
til taking over the leadership 
of Fasig-Tipton Company in 
1953. Raleigh Burroughs, edi¬ 
tor for Turf and Sport Digest , 
stepped in and remained in 
the position until early 1961, 
at which time Snowden Carter 
took the helm. 

In his droll self-mockery 
style. Burroughs described the 
first 50 years of the magazine 


as the Finney Era, the Interim 
Era and the Carter Era. 

"Under Finney's hand," he 
wrote, "the magazine devel¬ 
oped character, and Finney's 
character was molded into it. 

"The Interim Era dragged 
longer than intended, because 
the association was looking 
for a person who would fit 
neatly into the vacancy left by 
Finney-not an easy task. 

"With the Carter Era, The 
Maryland Horse took a big 
jump forward. . . He im¬ 
proved the magazine, gave it a 
more professional appear¬ 
ance, and made it interesting 
from cover to cover. He won 
awards with it, and set a pat¬ 
tern for other horse magazine 
editors to follow." 

The first three months as 
editor. Carter maintained his 
day job as a Baltimore Sunpa- 
pers writer and worked in the 
evenings on the magazine. He 
recalled for the magazine's 
50th anniversary issue: "Still, 
it was a delightful time for me. 
I got paid by the Sunpapers for 
going to the races and got 
paid by the MHBA for work¬ 
ing at home on the magazine 
which had been my favorite 
since I was a teenager." 

Carter was hired full-time 
as general manager and mag¬ 
azine editor when longtime 
MHBA business manager 
Stewart Sears became ill in 
1961. For 25 years. Carter di¬ 
rected and expanded the mag¬ 
azine, which featured 
award-winning stories and 
photographs, statistics and in¬ 


formation. Carter brought in 
photographers Peter Winants 
and Skip Ball, the latter win¬ 
ner of an Eclipse Award for his 
1979 photograph of Spectacu¬ 
lar Bid taking the Kentucky 
Derby. Winants' work first ap¬ 
peared in the magazine in 
1962, after the Baltimore cam¬ 
era shop owner stopped by 
the MHBA office. 

"He [Peter Winants] want¬ 
ed to branch out and go pro¬ 
fessional with horse photogra¬ 
phy," recalled Carter. "So he 
offered to take pictures for our 
magazine 'on any day at any 
time and free of charge.' I ac¬ 
cepted with pleasure. Peter's 
photographs [and later those 
of Skip Ball] attracted national 
attention, both photographers 
winning awards for their im¬ 
ages in The Maryland Horse" 

Over the years photogra¬ 
phers Neena Ewing, Cappy 
Jackson and Lydia Williams 
were regular contributors to 
the magazine's pages. A photo 
by freelancer Cindy Pierson 
Dulay of a leaping Stephan's 
Angel at Pimlico appeared in 
the July 2004 Mid-Atlantic 
Thoroughbred and won an 
Eclipse Award. 

With the passage of The 
Maryland Fund bill in 1962 
and the growth of the state's 
breeding industry came an ex¬ 
plosion of advertising in the 
magazine. Which led to the 
creation of a stand-alone stal¬ 
lion register in January 1965. 
The editor noted: "This issue 
of The Maryland Horse marks a 
major departure from the 
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magazine's normal format. If 
public reaction is favorable 
and the financial deficits not 
too overwhelming, the Stal¬ 
lion Register and Map Issue 
will be published each Janu¬ 
ary as a regular issue of The 
Maryland Horse." 

Richard Wilcke took over 
as editor in 1986 following 
Carter's retirement and with¬ 
in a few years "became con¬ 
vinced that the only hope of 
publishing a profitable maga¬ 
zine was a) to focus exclusive¬ 
ly on Thoroughbreds for pari¬ 
mutuel racing, and b) to 
regionalize the coverage 
across the Mid-Atlantic 
states," he explained for the 
MHBA's 75th anniversary 
booklet. "The Mid-Atlantic 
Thoroughbred was tried first as 
a six-state stallion directory in 
January 1991, with a compan¬ 
ion six-state statistical review 
that March. The response was 
so positive that by 1993 we be¬ 
gan publishing Mid-Atlantic 
Thoroughbred as an every-oth- 
er-month alternative to The 
Maryland Horse." 

The dual magazine format 
lasted until August 1997, and 
continued to be recognized for 
excellence. In 1996, writer Don 
Clippinger won an Eclipse 
Award for his article "Focus¬ 
ing on the Big Picture: How 
TV Relates to Racing." 

In September 1997, Mid-At¬ 
lantic Thoroughbred became the 


official publication of the MH- 
BA under the direction of Tim 
Capps, editor since the Octo¬ 
ber 1995 Maryland Horse. 

Lucy Acton, a former 
newspaper reporter, Maryland 
Horse's senior writer and man¬ 
aging editor and daughter of 
Snowden Carter, took over the 
reins as editor-in-chief in 
April 2002, and remained in 
the position until six days be¬ 
fore her death at age 63 in 
June 2011. During her direc¬ 
tion, Mid-Atlantic Thorough¬ 
bred was honored with two 
Eclipse Awards-the Dulay 
photo and Vinnie Perrone's 
2008 appreciation of the late 
Clem Florio-as well as three 
General Excellence awards 
(2002-2004) from the Ameri¬ 
can Horse Publications. 

After a brief stint by Vinnie 
Perrone as interim editor for 
the remainder of 2011, Joe 
Clancy has been editor since 
January 2012. He has also 
overseen changes to the mag¬ 
azine, both content and lay¬ 
out, during which time he 
won an Eclipse Award for his 
article covering the 2014 
Preakness Stakes won by Cali¬ 
fornia Chrome. 

Two individuals have been 
with the magazine for more 
than 30 years-director of pub¬ 
lications Barrie Reightler and 
this writer. 

In all. The Maryland Horse 
won six General Excellence 


Henry Clark, 
Local Trainei 


Skip Ball's innovative under- 
the-rail shot of Spectacular 
Bid winning the Kentucky 
Derby (left) earned him and 
the Maryland Horse an Eclipse 
Award in 1979. Eleven American 
Horse Publication General 
Excellence Awards over the 
years include 1981 and 1984 
represented by these covers 
(above). In addition to Peter 
Winants (preceding page), 
the work of photographers 
pictured here, Cappy Jackson 
(right), Neena Ewing and Ball 
(below) raised the quality of the 
magazine to new levels, a legacy 
that continues today. 





awards from the AHP (1981, AHP General Excellence 
1982, 1984, 1987, 1988 and awards, with its most recent 
1991) and Mid-Atlantic Thor- coming in 2015. ** 

oughbred boasts a total of five 


MHBA publications online 

In May, a digital repository of all volumes of The Maryland 
Horse and Mid-Atlantic Thoroughbred was completed and is 
now accessible online. Set up with the National Sporting Li¬ 
brary & Museum's Sporting Commons, the repository al¬ 
lows readers, as well as researchers, to search for specific 
topics or download the award-winning magazine, published 
since 1936. Visit commons.nationalsporting.org. 

















MHBA announces 
new board members 


T he Maryland Horse 
Breeders Association mem¬ 
bership selected three incum¬ 
bent members, a former board 
member and a 2018 presiden¬ 
tial appointee to the 2019 
Board of Directors. Dictated 
by MHBA bylaws, the annual 
election fills five open seats. 
Those elected this year will 
serve for the next three years. 
Incumbents Louis Merryman, 
Sabrina Moore and James B. 
Steele Jr. join Richard Blue Jr., 



Richard F. Blue Jr. 



Louis Merryman 


who last served on the board 
in 2017, and Michael F. Horn¬ 
ing. 

Richard F. Blue Jr. This is 
the fourth term for the presi¬ 
dent of Blue & Obrecht Realty. 
He served from 2001-02, and 
2011-17. The Brooklandville 
(Baltimore County) resident 
owns R Blue Farm with wife 
Lisa. He is a past president of 
Maryland Million and serves 
on the board of the Maryland 
State Fair. 



Michael F. Horning 



Sabrina Moore 


Michael F. Horning. The 

retired insurance executive, 
and board member/treasurer 
of the Maryland Thorough¬ 
bred Horsemen's Association 
was a presidential appointee 
to the MHBA board in 2018. 
The Potomac (Montgomery 
County) resident is the breed¬ 
er and owner with his wife 
Debbie of numerous Mary¬ 
land-bred stakes winners. 

Louis Merryman. A mem¬ 
ber of a family with a long his¬ 
tory of service to the MHBA, 
Merryman, 41, has been on the 
board since 2016. Owner/op¬ 
erator of Anchor and Hope 
Farm in Port Deposit (Cecil 
County), home of stallions 
Bourbon Courage, Holy Boss, 
Imagining and Long River. 
Formerly the managing part¬ 
ner of Heritage Stallions and 
instrumental in purchasing 
and syndicating Seville (Ger) 
and Tritap. Prior to that he 
was stallion manager and 
farm manager of Northview 
Stallion Station and general 



James B. Steele 


manager of Northview in 
Maryland and Pennsylvania. 

Sabrina Moore. Manager 
and co-owner of GreenMount 
Farm in Glyndon (Baltimore 
County), the 27-year-old has 
a small broodmare band that 
produced 2018 Grade 1-win- 
ning juvenile Knicks Go 
among others. Background 
includes having worked as a 
groom, in the Horsemen Re¬ 
lations department at Pimlico, 
and as a showman at the sales. 
A committee member for the 
Maryland Horse Industry 
Board as well as the MHBA's 
Social Media and Marketing 
Committee, she was first elect¬ 
ed to the MHBA board in 2016. 

James B. Steele. The man¬ 
ager of Shamrock Farm in 
Woodbine (Carroll County) 
since 1977, Steele begins his 
sixth three-year term. He was 
MHBA president from 2006-09 
as well as vice-president from 
2004-05 and secretary-trea¬ 
surer in 1999. The president 
of Maryland Million Ltd. is 
also chairman of the Mary¬ 
land Horse Industry Board 
and has served as chairman 
for the Maryland Farm Bu¬ 
reau Equine commission and 
Maryland and Carroll Coun¬ 
ty Agricultural Commissions, 
and was vice-president of the 
Maryland Farm Bureau. 

Of the five directors whose 
terms expired in 2019, Rebecca 
B. Davis and David DiPietro 
were ineligible to stand for re- 
election after serving six con¬ 
secutive years. Those whose 
terms have not expired are 
Brooke Bowman DVM, Mi¬ 
chael Harrison DVM, Christy 
Holden, TK Kuegler, D. David 
Moose, Larry Murray, Kent 
Allen Murray, William S. 
Reightler, David Wade and 
Theresa Wiseman. ** 



If you are o backstretch employee, work on a Thoroughbred farm or within the Maryland Thoroughbred 
industry, and you are enrolled in college this fall, you may qualify 

Applications due July 15 

For more information call (410) 902-6842 or go online to mdthoroughbredscholarship.com. 

The Maryland Thoroughbred Scholarship Fund is a joint venture between the Maryland Thoroughbred Horsemen's 
Association, Maryland Horse Breeders Association, Maryland Jockey Club, Maryland Racing Media Association and 
various other individual donors. The program is designed to provide meaningful financial assistance to currently 
enrolled students who are an active member of the Maryland Thorougbred racing industry. 
















Maryland Thoroughbred 
Horse Farm Tour 


]Vtore than a dozen farms, and nearly twice as many local agri-businesses, in Balti¬ 
more, Carroll, Cecil, Frederick and Harford counties welcomed guests May 11 as part of 
the MHBA's Maryland Farm Tour. Hundreds of people took advantage of the chance to 
visit, and based on responses, are eager to do it again. 

A sampling of comments from Horse Farm Tour participants: 


We visited the Shamrock Farm and it was beautiful. The owners 
and workers were knowledgeable and welcoming. The horses are well 
taken care of and that was a delight to see. We will do the tour again 
next year to visit another farm. Thank you! Aisha France 

Thank you! We visited four sites and each was interesting and very 
welcoming. Please continue this event! Stevens L. Remillard 

My family and I thoroughly enjoyed the tour. It was fun and 
educational! The staff members at Country Life Farm were very 
friendly and more than willing to patiently answer our questions. The 
horses were beautiful too! Thank you so much! Janet Imwold 


I toured Bonita Farm and thoroughly enjoyed the two hours I spent 
there. There were two girls working there Ashley and Hillary , they 
answered any question you had and seemed to enjoy what they were 
doing. Hopefully this will become an annual event. Steve Goss 

It was truly incredible. As a matter of fact my girlfriend Debbie 
Moorefield called me after we talked about how much fun we had 
meeting the visitors and sharing stories with them. I could talk 
Thoroughbreds all day long , especially when they are Maryland-bred. I 
met at least 10 different people that had my similar Sagamore 
experience/memories. My dad would take me to Sagamore Saturdays 
after we would stop at Foster's for mushrooms. There was no gate back 
in the'70s , you could just drive in and visit. Shelly Millet 

I just wanted to say how much I appreciated the farm owners , 
managers and staffs for opening up their facilities. I took a small group 
to a couple farms and stopped at a local brewery nearby - made a nice 
day of it. It was a great opportunity to see what's happening in the 
Maryland thoroughbred industry. Very nice idea. Excellent for 
budding race fans and prospective owners. 

Mike Eckard 




















Maryland Foal Report 


BOSS'S RULES, by Peace Rules, 
b.c.. May 12, by Baltimore Bob. 
Robert Gerczak. Mare to Balti¬ 
more Bob. 

CHRUSCIKI, by Polish Numbers, 
b.c.. May 11, by Creative 
Cause. Nancy Lee Farms. 

ELEANOR'S EMPRESS, by Great 
Notion, b.f.. May 13, by Balti¬ 
more Bob. Robert Gerczak. 
Mare to Baltimore Bob. 

ELEGANT EFFORT, by Alydeed, 
ch.f.. May 18, by Texas Red. 
Moneylane Farms. Mare to 
Cuba. 

FLEAGLE KOWSKI, by Nicanor, 
ch.f.. May 12, by Air Force 
Blue. Timothy J. Rooney. 

GREEN WAVE GIRL, by Bow¬ 
man's Band, b.f.. May 23, by 


Breeder bonuses 

Alan S. Kline Revocable Trust—CHARISMATIC 
BLUE: April 11,3rd race, $594. 

Anchor and Hope Farm Inc—GENNIE HIGHWAY: 
April 26, 2nd race, $1,701. PORT LOUIS: April 
6,1st race, $1,134. ($2,835) 

Lorna Baker and Tom Michaels—LAKI: April 20, 
5th race, $9,000. 

Barak Farm—BLAMEITONTHEKISS: April 7, 2nd 
race, $5,643. DIRTY: April 20,6th race, $9,000. 
MARTINI KID: April 5,5th race, $2,205. THREE 
PHASE: April 12,3rd race, $924. ($17,772) 

David Baxter—FREE TO TRUMP: April 22, 1st 
race, $2,565. IN ARREARS: April 27, 8th race, 
$759. ($3,324) 

Patricia and Richard Beck—PICTURA: April 26, 
6th race, $594. 

Estate of Howard M. Bender—PIZMO TIME: April 
28,6th race, $7,695. 

Karen Benshoff and Ronald Benshoff—MARY¬ 
LANDER: April 6, 7th race, $5,643. 

Best Foot Forward LLC—NEVER NEVERMORE: 
April 5,5th race, $5,985. 

James A. Blackwell—TOM HAGEN: April 18,5th 
race, $2,079. 

Richard F. Blue Jr.—HOT FRIESIA: April 22, 2nd 
race, $957. 


Bourbon Courage. David 
DiPietro. Mare to Bourbon 
Courage. 

HAPPY REFRAIN, by Not For 
Love, b.c., April 29, by Divin¬ 
ing Rod. Sallyellen M. Hurst 
and Hugh H. Hurst. Mare to 
Frosted. 

MO LIGHT, by Uncle Mo, b.c., 
April 17, by Munnings. Derek 
Brown. Mare to Munnings. 

PERFECT MEASURE, by Wildcat 
Heir, ch.f.. May 1, by Golden 
Lad. Hamilton Smith. 

SENTIMENTAL MEMORY, by 
Street Sense, b.f.. May 24, by 
Mosler. George Louis Doetsch 
Jr. Mare to Golden Lad. 

SITTIN' N' SIPPIN, by Straight 
Talking, ch.f., April 24, by 


Mary B. Boskin—BROOKS ROBINSON: April 5, 
9th race, $2,079; April 25, 1st race, $5,643. 
($7,722) 

Dr. and Mrs. Thomas Bowman and Adena 
Springs—BRUSHING: April 12, 1st race, 
$1,827. 

Dr. and Mrs. Thomas Bowman, Rebecca Davis and 
Adena Springs—ONE TWO THREE GO: April 
14,7th race, $4,617. 

Dr. and Mrs. Thomas Bowman, Dutrow TB Ent. 
and Rebecca Davis—EASY RIVER: April 18, 
7th race, $495. 

Bowman and Higgins Stable—STOMP DANCE: 
April 5,2nd race, $1,449. 

Dr. and Mrs. Thomas Bowman and R. Larry John¬ 
son—ALWAYS TALKING: April 18, 1st race, 
$1,320. OLD LINE MAGIC: April 26, 9th race, 
$1,701. SOMETHING MAGICAL: April 20, 4th 
race, $1,386. ($4,407) 

Dr. and Mrs. Thomas Bowman and Northview 
Stallion Station—HELLOITSME: April 18, 3rd 
race, $726. 

Phyllis M. Browne—PADRINO’S HEART: April 7, 
8th race, $1,056. 

Buckingham Farm—I LOVE YOU: April 19, 9th 
race, $4,617. 

Corby Caiazzo and Stephen Sinatra—ST. CHERU- 
BIN: April 6,5th race, $3,078. 



Clockwise from above: 
filly by Freedom Child out of 
Siftin' n' Sippin; Golden Lad 
filly with her stakes-placed 
dam Perfect Measure; Bourbon 
Courage filly out of stakes- 
placed Green Wave Girl. 


Freedom Child. Franklin G. 
Smith Sr. Mare to Irish War 
Cry. 

STRIKING BELLA, by Smart 
Strike, b.f.. May 11, by Tapizar. 
Timothy J. Rooney. 


Dennis Cardoza—BOND: April 13,1st race, $891. 

Michael P. Cataneo—TO BLAVE: April 27, 4th 
race, $1,827. 

Christ is King Stable—YES MAN: April 11, 1st 
race, $688.20 

Classic Thoroughbred XXV—CHERRYANDTHE- 
HAWK: April 12,1st race, $4,959. 

Copper Penny Stables LLC—RAPIDASHCAT: 
April 5,6th race, $594. TRIFOR GOLD: April 20, 
10th race, $3,000. ($3,594) 

Country Life Farm—LUCKY NINETY NINE: April 
7, 2nd race, $2,079. SHECOR: April 26, 3rd 
race, $2,565. ($4,644) 

Country Life Farm and Atlantic Tide LLC—FRIES- 
ING WATERS: April 26,9th race, $891. 

Country Life Farm and Fifteen Moons LLC—LU¬ 
NAR RILLE: April 27,9th race, $1,764. 

Country Life Farm and Freedom Child Syndi¬ 
cate—GO AMANDA: April 14, 7th race, $891. 
LA VALE: April 22,8th race, $495. ($1,386) 

Country Life Farm and Friesan Fire Syndicate— 
FIRE MARSHAL: April 5,4th race, $3,078. 

Country Life Farm and Mrs. J.W.Y. Martin Jr.— 
EARNED IT: April 5,5th race, $1,155. 

Dark Hollow Farm—0 DIONYSUS: April 20,11th 
race, $1,500. REDS WINNING CALL: April 6, 
7th race, $2,079. ($3,579) 

D Hatman Thoroughbreds—ELEVATED FOREV¬ 
ER: April 20,2nd race, $891. 

David DiPietro—MIDNIGHT CRY: April 14, 6th 
race, $1,071. 

Double NK Partnership and Dennis Jankiewicz— 
DISPUTED NOTION: April 13,1st race, $1,701. 

Alice Edwards—SIPPING CHAMPAGNE: April 
27,9th race, $924. 

The Elkstone Group LLC—CREATIVE BUDGET¬ 
ING: April 22,3rd race, $2,079. PRETTY GOOD 
YEAR: April 13, 5th race, $1,386. TOP LINE 
GROWTH: April 22,3rd race, $5,643. ($9,108) 

Mary E. Eppler Racing Stable and John C. Har- 
roff—CITI PARTY: April 11,6th race, $5,985. 

Everest Stables Inc.—GRAN CITY: April 25, 8th 
race, $4,617. NIGHTLIFE: April 18, 6th race, 
$7,182. ($11,799) 

Mrs. Janon Fisher III—DEAR CHARLOTTE: April 
27,2nd race, $495. 

Fitzhugh LLC—WALL: April 11, 7th race, $726. 
WELLING: April 22,3rd race, $1,089. ($1,815) 



Paul L. Fowler Jr.—STARTING TOUR: April 22, 
5th race, $693. STORMIN HONGKONG: April 
12,6th race, $2,016. ($2,709) 

Robert Gerczak—CHICKEN DINNER: April 6, 9th 
race, $594. UMIGHTBEANEMPRESS: April 26, 
9th race, $4,617. ($5,211) 

Cornelia S. Gibson—CHESAPEAKE SPRING: 
April 28,5th race, $759. 

William R. Gotwals—POLISHED GAL: April 26, 
2nd race, $4,617. 

Jean W. Harris—SEBRAY: April 11, 5th race, 
$1,386. 

Michael J. Harrison DVM—HASHTAG SELFIE: 

April 19,3rd race, $3,762. 

Heritage Stallions Inc.—DOIT FOR SPITE: April 6, 
4th race $594 

Hillwood Stables LLC—BUNTING: April 11, 4th 
race, $1,056. SHALL TRY: April 14, 3rd race, 
$2,565. SILVER SIDES: April 26, 2nd race, 
$891. ($4,512) 

Steven Hinds—ROCK RABBIT: April 25,4th race, 
$594. 

Michael and Debbie Horning—COFFEE PLEASE: 

April 18,5th race, $1,089. 

R. Larry Johnson—DAY THE MUSIC DIED: April 
5,9th race, $5,643. GOLD CADILLAC: April 28, 
1st race, $2,079. NEVER ENOUGH TIME: April 
14, 4th race, $7,182. QUESTIONOFTHEDAY: 
April 11, 6th race, $2,205. ROAD TO OZ: April 
11, 1st race, $4,617. YOU CAN NEVER TELL: 
April 19,4th race, $1,386. YOU MADE IT: April 
18,4th race, $1,386. ($24,498) 

Harry Kassap LLC—MAGICALLY DISCREET: 

April 19,8th race, $7,182. 

Alan S. Kline—MAKEWAYFORJERRY: April 18, 
5th race, $5,643. 

Fred T. Lewis DVM—CONQUISTODOR FUEGO: 

April 5,6th race, $3,078. 

LGB Thoroughbreds—FREEDOM BELLA: April 
12,8th race, $1,764. 

Little Man Farm—EYE OF THE WILDCAT: April 
27,2nd race, $945. 

Donna Lockard—FORTHEGREATERGOOD: April 
20,1st race, $924. 

Frances B. Luther and Berkeley Springs Farm— 
SUNRISEBERNSTEINI: April 28, 1st race, 
$5,643. 

Robert T. Manfuso—SALTWORKS: April 7, 
2nd race, $1,089; April 26, 8th race, $5,643. 
($6,732) 



Maryland Fund Report 

Bonuses paid for races at Maryland tracks 
April 1 to April 30, 2019 




Robert T. Manfuso and Katharine M. Voss— 
BASH: April 5,1st race, $726. CORDMAKER: 
April 25,6th race, $8,037. LAS SETAS: April 20, 
9th race, $9,000. MR SMURTHWAITE: April 20, 
1st race, $1,764. NO MORE EXCUSES: April 
13,8th race, $1,386. ($20,913) 

Marathon Farms Inc—CLOSER LOOK: April 6, 
7th race, $1,089. DASHING LOU: April 22,4th 
race, $1,701. DAYSTRIKE: April 14, 6th race, 
$561. WHIRLIN CURLIN: April 7, 1st race, 
$891; April 14, 2nd race, $990; April 27, 7th 
race, $990. ($6,222) 

Mrs. J.W.Y. Martin Jr— FANNIEBELLEFLEMING: 
April 11,6th race, $1,155. 

Mrs. J.W.Y. Martin Jr. and Country Life Farm— 
NICO BREE N TEEJ: April 7, 7th race, $2,205. 

Charles C.D. McGill—ATLANTIC AVENUE: April 
27,10th race, $4,617. 

Donna M. Miller—THE GREAT PROVIDER: April 
13,4th race, $3,591. 

Jennifer “Bird” Mobberley—NO REFUNDS: April 
6,3rd race, $594. 

Athol Morgan LLC—DR BOLT: April 14,6th race, 
$2,907. L’OVERTURE: April 26, 1st race, 
$1,134. ($4,041) 

Kevin P. Morgan—MR. D’ANGELO: April 27, 3rd 
race, $5,643. 

Wayne Morris and Juanita Morris—FRIENDLY 
FIRE: April 25,3rd race, $1,701. 

Edmund T. Mudge IV—HEY MABEL: April 12,5th 
race, $3,078. 

Audrey Murray—GRAND LASSIE: April 6, 8th 
race, $561. 

Nancy Lee Farms—BANDOLINI: April 11, 8th 
race, $726. EASTERN BAY: April 7, 6th race, 
$1,485.($2,211) 

Dr. and Mrs. A. Leonard Pineau—COCKTAIL 
WAITRESS: April 6, 4th race, $3,078. HANA- 
LEI’S HOUDINI: April 28, 4th race, $1,386. 
TRULY HOT: April 7,3rd race, $1,449. ($5,913) 

Avia Pitts—ALWAYSMINING: April 20,10th race, 
$9,000. 

Bobby L. Plummer—1AM A DANCER: April 12, 
5th race, $1,134. 

R C Park Racing Stable Inc.—MAJORIE MUGS: 
April 14,3rd race, $945. 

Charles J. Reed and Michael Zanella—BIGZ LIT- 
TLER: April 13,9th race, $2,565. 

Timothy J. Rooney—QUAD EIGHTS: April 19,1st 
race, $2,520. 

Sagamore Farm LLC—BRING ME ANSWERS: 
April 19, 3rd race, $726. DROPS AND BUCK¬ 
ETS: April 27,2nd race, $2,565. GLOBAL CITI¬ 
ZEN: April 5, 7th race, $4,959. RULE YOUR¬ 
SELF: April 5,8th race, $924; April 26,5th race, 
$1,764. ($10,938) 

Shamrock Farm—LETMESLIDEBYYOU: April 26, 
3rd race, $495. 

Sinatra Thoroughbred Racing and Breeding— 
MUCHACHO: April 25,1st race, $2,079. 

Skeedattle Associates—HOT CHOICE: April 26, 
8th race, $2,079. PEP TALKING: April 14, 1st 
race, $1,386. ($3,465) 

Hamilton Smith, Fred Greene Jr. and Deborah 
Greene—MOON VIRGINIA: April 12, 7th race, 
$7 695 

Hamilton Smith—PERFECT HEIR: April 5, 4th 
race, $1,134. 

Mr. and Mrs. Hamilton A. Smith—HARD ROCKIN 
BLUES: April 5,1st race, $1,386. 

Spendthrift Farm LLC—CONFESSOR: April 7,7th 
race, $5,985. HAILEY’S FLIP: April 19,7th race, 
$8,037. HALL PASS: April 7, 7th race, $1,155. 
($15,177) 

Sycamore Hall Thoroughbreds LLC—ELEVATED 
VISION: April 22, 6th race, $1,485. INTRO¬ 
DUCED: April 18, 6th race, $2,646. ROCKINN 
ON BYE: April 20,5th race, $1,500. ($5,631) 

Thoroughbred Horse Breeders LLC—TIDY 
STRIPE: April 7,9th race, $945. 

Thomas L. Teal—PUNK ROCK PRINCESS: April 
18,1st race, $2,520. 

Thornmar Farm LLC—YES MEANS NO: April 20, 
2nd race, $1,701. YOURS TO KEEP: April 14, 
8th race, $1,134. ($2,835) 

Thornmar Farm and C. Torsney—THATWOULD- 
BEGRAND: April 7,8th race, $2,016. 

Donna Tullner and Stephen Glessner—BOUR¬ 
BON STREAK: April 11,1st race, $688.20 


The University of Maryland—FEARLESS TERP: 
April 27,4th race, $4,959. 

Dr. and Mrs. Bruce C. Wells—TRACY WITH A Y: 
April 11,3rd race, $3,078. 

John E. Williamson III—PARADE OF NATIONS: 
April 18,7th race, $2,565. 

Edward N. Williams and Mike Mattese—THREE 
HAWK: April 11,4th race, $5,472. 

Mrs. Frank P. Wright—MY CHESA CHARM: April 
13, 8th race, $726. SARAH’S TREASURE: April 
19,8th race, $1,386. ($2,112) 

Lana Wright and Two Legends Farm—LAST 
LOVE: April 19,6th race, $4,788. 

Linda Zang—LEWISFIELD: April 20, 5th race, 
$3,000. 

Stallion bonuses 

BANDBOX (Bandolini: April 11, 8th race, $242. 
Bunting: April 11,4th race, $352. Silver Sides: 
April 26, 2nd race, $297): Bandbox Syndi¬ 
cate—$891. 

BOURBON COURAGE (Punk Rock Princess: April 
18,1st race, $840): Anchor and Hope Farm. 

BUFFUM (No Refunds: April 6, 3rd race, $198. 
Starting Tour: April 22,5th race, $231. Stormin 
Hongkong: April 12, 6th race, $672): Buffum 
Syndicate—$1,101. 

BULLSBAY (Chesapeake Spring: April 28, 5th 
race, $253): Bullsbay Syndicate. 

CAL NATION (Earned It: April 5, 5th race, $385. 
Parade of Nations: April 18,7th race, $855): Cal 
Nation Syndicate—$1,240. 

CHEROKEE’S BOY (Dr Bolt: April 14, 6th race, 
$969. Majorie Mugs: April 14,3rd race, $315): 
ZWP Stable—$1,284. 

CUBA (Laki: April 20,5th race, $3,000): J&S Sta¬ 
bles LLC. 

DANCE WITH RAVENS(Never Nevermore: April 5, 
5th race, $1,995): Dance With Ravens Syndi¬ 
cate. 

DESPITE THE ODDS (Always Talking: April 18,1 st 
race, $440. Doit for Spite: April 6, 4th race, 
$198. Port Louis: April 6, 1st race, $378): R. 
Larry Johnson—$1,016. 

ETCHED (Pictura: April 26,6th race, $198): Bonita 
Farm Stallion Partnership. 

FREEDOM CHILD (Confessor: April 7, 7th race, 
$1,995. Fanniebellefleming: April 11, 6th race, 
$385. Freedom Bella: April 12, 8th race, $588. 
Free to Trump: April 22, 1st race, $855. Go 
Amanda: April 14, 7th race, $297. Hall Pass: 
April 7, 7th race, $385. La Vale: April 22, 8th 
race, $165. Nico Bree N Teej: April 7, 7th race, 
$735): Freedom Child Syndicate—$5,405. 

FRIESAN FIRE (Conquistodor Fuego: April 5, 6th 
race, $1,026. Fire Marshal: April 5, 4th race, 
$1,026. Friendly Fire: April 25, 3rd race, $567. 
Friesing Waters: April 26, 9th race, $297. Hot 
Choice: April 26, 8th race, $693. Hot Friesia: 
April 22,2nd race, $319). Shecor: April 26,3rd 
race, $855): Friesan Fire Syndicate—$4,783. 

GIACOMO (Coffee Please: April 18, 5th race, 
$363): Giacomo Syndicate. 

GREAT NOTION (Disputed Notion: April 13, 1st 
race, $567. Elevated Vision: April 22, 6th race, 
$495. Hard Rockin Blues: April 5, 1st race, 
$462. Lewisfield: April 20, 5th race, $1,000. 
Pretty Good Year: April 13, 5th race, $462): 
Great Notion Syndicate—$2,986. 

HUNTERS BAY (Brushing: April 12, 1st race, 
$609. One Two Three Go: April 14, 7th race, 
$1,539): Stronach Group LP—$2,148. 

LOUIS QUATORZE (Grand Lassie: April 6, 8th 
race, $187. lam a Dancer: April 12, 5th race, 
$378): Louis Quatorze Syndicate—$565. 

NICANOR (Fearless Terp: April 27, 4th race, 
$1,653. Umightbeanempress: April 26, 9th 
race, $1,539): Nicanor Syndicate—$3,192. 

NOT FOR LOVE (Brooks Robinson: April 5, 9th 
race, $693; April 25,1st race, $1,881. Easy Riv¬ 
er: April 18,7th race, $165. Last Love: April 19, 
6th race, $1,596. No More Excuses: April 13, 
8th race, $462): Not For Love Syndicate— 
$5,364. 

ORIENTATE (Dashing Lou: April 22, 4th race, 
$567. Shall Try: April 14, 3rd race, $855): Ori¬ 
entate Syndicate—$1,422. 


OUTFLANKER (Chicken Dinner: April 6, 9th race, 
$198. Eye of the Wildcat: April 27, 2nd race, 
$315. Quad Eights: April 19, 1st race, $840): 
Outflanker Syndicate—$1,353. 

PETIONVILLE (L’Overture: April 26, 1st race, 
$378): Everest Stables Inc. 

PLAN (Polished Gal: April 26, 2nd race, $1,539): 
Stronach Group LP. 

REDEEMED (Dear Charlotte: April 27, 2nd race, 
$165. Yours to Keep: April 14, 8th race, $378): 
Redeemed Syndicate—$543. 

ROCK SLIDE (Letmeslidebyyou: April 26, 3rd 
race, $165. Rock Rabbit: April 25, 4th race, 
$198): Shamrock Farms—$363. 

SCIPION (Forthegreatergood: April 20, 1st race, 
$308. In Arrears: April 27,8th race, $253. Sip¬ 
ping Champagne: April 27, 9th race, $308): 
Scipion Syndicate—$869. 


SEVILLE (GER) (Gennie Highway: April 26, 2nd 
race, $567. Gold Cadillac: April 28, 1st race, 
$693. I Love You: April 19, 9th race, $1,539. 
Las Setas: April 20, 9th race, $3,000. Mary¬ 
lander: April 6, 7th race, $1,881. Mr. d’Angelo: 
April 27,3rd race, $1,881): Seville (Ger) Syndi- 
_<jjg 561 

STREET MAGICIAN (Midnight Cry: April 14, 6th 
race, $357. Old Line Magic: April 26, 9th race, 
$567. Something Magical: April 20, 4th race, 
$462. Tracy With a Y: April 11,3rd race, $1,026. 
Yes Man: April 11,1st race, $229.40): R. Larry 
Johnson—$2,641.40. 

SUPER NINETY NINE (Lucky Ninety Nine: April 7, 
2nd race, $693): Country Life Farm and Spend¬ 
thrift. 

TRITAP (Trifor Gold: April 20,10th race, $1,000): 
Tritap Syndicate. 


In Memoriam 

Donna Bradley 
Brown 

Accomplished horse¬ 
woman Donna Bradley 
Brown died at Witching 
Hour Farm, her home in 
Woodbine, Md., in early 
April. She was 75. 

Brown grew up on the 
show circuit competing 
alongside her parents, 

Donald and Jean Brad¬ 
ley. Don was a respected 
horsemen, a polo player, 
show rider and amateur 
jockey, and later a stakes- 
winning trainer. Jean was a member of the Maryland 
Horse Shows Association's Hall of Fame. Donna's many 
successes included competing in the Washington 
International Horse Show with Royal Party. 

The Bradleys introduced polo to the Washington area, 
and eventually turned to racing, developing Witching 
Hour Farm into one of the state's first training facilities. 
Brown galloped, bred and owned numerous Thorough¬ 
breds, having joined her parents in the business along 
with her husband of 56 years, W. Edward Brown Jr., who 
survives her. Brown also managed the careers of the 
family's stallions, Clint Maroon, Grand Slam Dan and 
John B. Campbell Handicap winner Juvenile John. 

Among the horses she held close to her heart was 
Parthian King, who won 31 of 168 starts. Her family 
noted: "Over the years there were many horses and dogs; 
far too many to mention. You cannot have a list of 
Donna's favorites without including T-Man, the 
Thoroughbred on whom she taught her grandchildren to 
ride, and Amos, her beloved mule." 

Brown worked at Health Unlimited health club for 23 
years and was personally invested, truly exemplifying 
the saying that if you love what you do, you never work a 
day in your life. 

In addition to her husband, she is survived by her 
sons W. Edward III "Charlie," Donald Bradley and John 
Daniel (JD), daughters-in-law Patricia Winter and Arin 
Lynne, and seven grandchildren. ^ 








Maryland-bred top earners in 2019 

(through June 5) 

1. LasSetas. 

.$224,640 

11. Enchanted Ghost.. 

..$96,320 

2. Alwaysmining . . .. 

. .195,000 

12. Blamed. 

.. .95,505 

3. Nuclear Option.... 

. . 127,607 

13. Hailey's Flip. 

.. .93,154 

4. Another Broad . . .. 

. .126,350 

14. V. I. P. Ticket. 

.. .84,700 

5. Cordmaker. 

. . 124,827 

15. Beach View. 

.. .84,000 

6. Clubman. 

. . 114,972 

16. Lewisfield. 

.. .80,000 

7. Moon Virginia. 

. .106,545 

17. Tattooed. 

.. .79,062 

8. Magically Discreet. 

.. 101,484 

18. Red Gum. 

.. .77,682 

9. Plata OPlomo. 

. .100,370 

19. Last Love. 

.. .77,678 

10. Laki. 

.. .98,440 

20. Eastern Bay. 

.. .77,237 


Maryland Flag Horse 
Logo Wear 

Mens: 

Tie 

Pullover 
Polo Shirt 
Vest 
Jacket 

Womens: Maryland Horse* 

Scarf 

Vest 

Jacket 

Other Gift Items: 

MHBA hat 
Flag horse lapel pin 
Flag horse clock 
Foal Friend 

Buy online at marylandthoroughbred.com 
or call 410-252-2100 


Membership inquiries? 

Member benefits 
questions? 


Call Hillary at the MHBA office 
410.252.2100, ext. 122 


Maryland’s leading sires 

Supplied by The Jockey Club Information Services, these statistics 
compiled on June 5 are for stallions who currently stand or completed 
their career in Maryland. Lifetime earnings for stallions with at 
least one starter in 2019. t denotes freshman sire. 


Earnings in 2019 



Strs 

Starts 

Wnrs 

Wins 

Earnings 

Great Notion. 

65 

232 

26 

45 

$1,192,035 

Friesan Fire. 

68 

261 

28 

37 

1,163,680 

Not For Love. 

43 

197 

19 

27 

804,487 

Freedom Child. 

30 

112 

17 

25 

684,697 

Orientate. 

46 

145 

17 

24 

480,899 

Seville (Ger). 

22 

73 

8 

12 

467,304 

Street Magician. 

43 

117 

15 

16 

422,554 

Redeemed. 

30 

115 

13 

15 

392,869 

Outflanker. 

25 

88 

10 

13 

317,868 

Despite the Odds .. . 

25 

97 

11 

13 

307,579 

Tritap. 

18 

58 

8 

8 

287,397 

Super Ninety Nine. . 

22 

66 

7 

7 

260,589 

Bandbox. 

15 

38 

7 

7 

230,954 

Petionville. 

25 

74 

6 

8 

210,781 

Nicanor. 

15 

54 

9 

10 

183,702 

Louis Quatorze. 

19 

63 

3 

3 

148,130 

Rock Slide. 

11 

43 

4 

7 

135,140 

Scipion. 

18 

55 

2 

3 

130,356 

Buffum. 

8 

24 

5 

7 

129,594 

2-year-old earnings in 

2019 



Strs 

Starts 

Wnrs 

Wins 

Earnings 

tBourbon Courage... 

2 

4 

2 

2 

$85,410 

Outflanker. 

2 

4 

1 

1 

47,373 

Street Magician. 

3 

4 

1 

1 

37,573 

tlmagining. 

4 

5 

0 

0 

25,318 

Super Ninety Nine.. 

12 1 

Earnings lifetime 

1 

21,607 


Strs 

Starts 

Wnrs 

Wins 

Earnings 

Not For Love. 

. 845 

19,088 

684 

2,840 

$79,287,965 

Two Punch. 

. 938 

18,293 

733 

2,686 

55,270,200 

Orientate. 

. 673 

13,555 

522 

1,994 

46,841,014 

Petionville. 

. 658 

14,190 

515 

1,912 

44,847,497 

Louis Quatorze. 

. 775 

14,861 

573 

1,948 

37,892,933 

Lion Hearted. 

. 507 

9,698 

388 

1,324 

29,907,626 

Outflanker. 

. 438 

9,350 

328 

1,319 

29,129,171 

Waquoit. 

. 484 

11,428 

368 

1,522 

26,928,140 

Great Notion. 

. 247 

3,722 

195 

637 

19,620,646 

Go for Gin. 

. 322 

6,215 

214 

732 

19,337,318 

Rock Slide. 

. 222 

3,856 

150 

430 

11,112,644 

Friesan Fire. 

. 149 

2,315 

no 

301 

9,439,757 

Scipion. 

. 115 

2,534 

70 

279 

6,443,480 

Mojave Moon. 

. 156 

3,113 

107 

339 

5,944,851 

Street Magician. 

. 100 

1,474 

73 

187 

5,650,797 

2-year-old 

earnings lifetime 



Strs 

Starts 

Wnrs 

Wins 

Earnings 

Not For Love. 

. 365 

1,164 

139 

186 

$6,956,746 

Two Punch. 

. 449 

1,447 

164 

207 

5,686,112 

Orientate. 

. 363 

1,139 

138 

180 

5,251,826 

Petionville. 

. 378 

1,172 

122 

151 

4,824,083 

Louis Quatorze. 

. 338 

1,047 

104 

130 

3,509,023 

Outflanker. 

. 226 

908 

93 

124 

3,418,356 

Lion Hearted. 

. 224 

733 

81 

111 

3,096,416 

Great Notion. 

90 

272 

35 

51 

2,028,824 

Waquoit. 

. 204 

694 

59 

84 

2,000,531 

Friesan Fire. 

83 

271 

26 

30 

1,515,054 

Rock Slide. 

94 

299 

24 

35 

1,075,420 

Scipion. 

58 

239 

25 

33 

1,026,993 

Go for Gin. 

. 162 

528 

32 

39 

982,754 

Freedom Child. 

24 

113 

13 

22 

859,467 

Street Magician. 

49 

179 

17 

18 

810,365 































































































THE THOROUGHBRED BREEDERS’ ASSOCIATION OF NEW JERSEY NEWSLETTER 



In This Issue 

The bonus is back, 
and Jersey-Breds are 
reaping the rewards 


The bonus is back, and Jersey-Breds 
are reaping the rewards 


Dennis Drazin inducted into ^ill Finley 

Sports Betting Hall of Fame 


Prendimi wins John 
J. Reilly Handicap 

Sunny Ridge rallies 
to capture Salvator Mile-G3 

2019 membership application 


Officers 

President 

Mildred Fleming 

Vice President 

Judith Batcha 

Secretary 

Jane Gilbert 

Treasurer 

Lawrence Fleming 

Board of Trustees 
Rory Huston 
Joe Petrone 
Todd Wilkinson 

Executive Director 

Michael Campbell 



W hen the state decided to provide Mon¬ 
mouth Park with a $10 million subsidy 
for the 2019 meet, those who would write the 
check made it clear that one of their primary 
goals was the revitalization of the Thorough¬ 
bred breeding industry in the state. Monmouth 
Park management complied with their wishes, 
making a number of changes that would help 
New Jersey-breds, including reinstating a bo¬ 
nus system for state-breds that finish in the top 
three in open company at Monmouth or during 
the Thoroughbred meet at Meadowlands. 

The added money is bound to mean that 
more horses will be bred in the state in the 
future and that Jersey-breds will be running 
for higher purses, but the overall impact of the 
subsidy wont be known for years. 

Nonetheless, this is definitely a case of so far 
so good. 

Through May 26, Monmouth had 
conducted just eight cards, yet $69,372 had 
already been paid out in bonuses to the owners 
of New Jersey-breds. At that rate, more than 
$532,000 will be paid out before the season 
is over, and that estimate might wind up 
being way low as more and more trainers and 
owners are becoming increasingly aware of the 
opportunities involved when running their 
Jersey-breds in open company. 

With New Jersey racing struggling, a 
governor - in Chris Christie - who was not 
racing-friendly, and with the purse supplement 
that had been coming from the Atlantic City 


casinos shut off, the bonus program ended after 
the 2016 meet. 

Now, the owner of any New Jersey-bred 
that finishes in the top three in open company 
receives a 40 percent bonus. Though none 
of that money goes to the breeder, the bonus 
money is added onto the total purse earnings 
for the horse, which automatically generates a 
larger breeder award. There is a $15,000 cap on 
the owner award. 

The biggest winner so far has been multiple 
graded stakes winner Sunny Ridge. The 
6-year-old Dennis A. Drazin homebred rallied 
to capture the $150,000 Salvator Mile-G3 on 
May 25. Sunny Ridge collected $90,000 plus 
a $15,000 bonus check, for total earnings of 
$105,000. 

Another winner was Golden Brown. Trainer 
Pat McBurney placed the graded stakes winner 
in an open company allowance race with a 
$50,000 purse May 11. Winning by a nose, he 
collected $30,000 for his owners plus a $12,000 
bonus check. That made his total payday 
$42,000. That’s the equivalent of winning a 
$70,000 race. 

“To win that extra money was a great thing,” 
said Golden Browns co-owner Ashley Jones. 
“We were actually surprised we got so much 
because I thought there was a $7,500 cap on it.” 

Jones is part-owner of 15 racehorses and 
two broodmares. With the bonus back in place 
she said there’s no doubt she will focus on 
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acquiring more Jersey-breds. She already has a 2-year-old filly 
by Tale of the Cat named Tale Lights, the first Jersey homebred 
for her stable, ABL Racing. 

Jones other broodmare was bred this spring to Jump Start 
and Jones confirmed the horse will be foaled in New Jersey. 

“That’s my ultimate goal, to get more Jersey-breds,” she said. 
“We want to see Jersey-breds come back and it’s a shame to see 
what has happened over the last 10 years. The ultimate goal is 
definitely to have more Jersey-breds.” 

Even in races with smaller purses, the money can add up 
quick. When Heading Home won a $34,000 claiming race for 
trainer John Mazza, she earned a $6,480 bonus, a windfall of 
$22,680 for owner Holly Crest Farm. 


But owners might want to be careful when considering 
entering Jersey breds in claiming races. They are highly sought 
after, and Heading Home was claimed out of that May 18 race 
by trainer Kelly Breen and owner Mike Napoli, the former 
Major League Baseball player. 

Through the first eight days of racing, six New Jersey-breds 
won in open company races. 

The New Jersey-bred program has a long way to go from its 
heyday when 456 mares were bred in the state in 2002. But, at 
last, things are moving in the right direction and the Jersey- 
bred bonus system clearly has owners and breeders once 
again thinking New Jersey when it comes to making breeding 
decisions. 


Dennis Drazin inducted into 
Sports Betting Hall of Fame 


D ennis Drazin, who spearheaded the 
effort to make sports betting legal 
in New Jersey and ultimately throughout 
the United States, was inducted into the 
Sports Betting Hall of Fame April 25 
in a ceremony held in New York City, 
which took place in conjunction with the 
Betting on Sports America conference at 
the Meadowlands Exposition Center in 
New Jersey. 

Drazin, a longtime Thoroughbred 
owner and breeder, is Chairman 
and Chief Executive Officer of 
Darby Development, which operates 
Monmouth Park on behalf of the New 
Jersey Thoroughbred Horsemen’s 
Association. He was inducted along with 
former New Jersey Gov. Chris Christie 
and prominent Las Vegas bookmaker Art 
Manteris. 

Drazin was a major player in a seven-year legal battle to 
overturn the Professional and Amateur Sports Protection Act, 
and in May 14, 2018, the United States Supreme Court did so. 
The decision paved the way for legalized sports betting, which 
had been restricted to four states. One of them is Delaware, 
which was able to greatly expand its sports betting options 
after the high court ruling. 


Monmouth accepted the first legal 
sports wagers in New Jersey in June 
2018 after partnering with William 
Hill U.S. to handle sports betting at the 
track and through online platforms. 

“I’m honored to be recognized for 
my accomplishments in the industry 
and I look forward to continued 
success at Monmouth Park,” Drazin 
said. 

“In an industry that isn’t shy of 
them, Dennis is a tenacious character 
and he played a key part in getting 
sports betting legalized in New Jersey,” 
said Sue Schnieder, community 
director at the Sports Betting 
Community, which curates the Sports 
Betting Hall of Fame. 

Sports betting at Monmouth is 
part of the track’s overall plan to increase revenue and its 
customer base and in turn improve its racing product. Darby 
Development was also successful earlier this year in winning 
legislative approval of a $10 million purse supplement for the 
2019 Thoroughbred racing season. 
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Prendimi wins John J. Reilly Handicap 


G .J. Stables homebred Prendimi hung on by a rapidly 
diminishing neck to upset the $75,000 John J. Reilly 
Handicap at 26-1. 

Sent from the gate by jockey Chris DeCarlo in the 
6-furlong race for New Jersey-breds, Prendimi moved up to 
vie for the early lead with Saucy Don through opening fraction 
of :22.53, :45.26 and :57.95. He got the better of that rival in 
upper stretch, then just lasted over the late-running Chunnel, 
who didn’t have the best of trips at 5-2. Final time was 1:11.34. 

Chunnel stumbled at the start, raced in last position early, 
then began a long, sustained drive while racing wide. He 
appeared to have to be straightened when he came inward 
toward Cozy Lover in upper stretch. 

Cozy Lover bid three wide nearing the stretch but couldn’t 
sustain his bid and finished third, IVi lengths behind Chunnel. 
Royal Urn moved up behind Prendimi in upper stretch but 
ended up fourth, a nose behind Cozy Lover. Amatteroffime 
finished fifth as the 9-5 favorite. 

“We had a little concern about running him three- 
quarters of a mile because he is better going a little longer,” 
said winning trainer Luis Carvajal. “We did train him a little 
differently so we could get a little more speed into him. He 
worked three-eighths three days ago and it was a really sharp 



work out of the gate. So I started to feel a little better about the 
6 furlongs. And the other thing is Chris DeCarlo riding this 
horse. He has ridden him a lot and he knows him.” 

Prendimi, a son of Dance With Ravens out of the stakes- 
winning New Jersey-bred mare Cigno d’Oro (by Tour d’Or), 
recorded his first career stakes win and is now three for 13, 
with earnings of $138,070. 


Sunny Ridge rallies to capture Grade 3 Salvator Mile 


T wo-time New Jersey-bred Horse of the Year Sunny Ridge 
has kicked off his 2019 campaign eager to repeat. In his 
first four starts of the year, all stakes, he has a win, a second, a 
third and a fourth, and his most effort is his best yet. 

Sent out for the Grade 3 Salvator Mile at Monmouth Park 
May 25, the Jason Servis-trained gelding found room along the 
rail to rally past Diamond King in deep stretch for a three- 
quarter-length victory. 

Owned and bred by Dennis Drazin, the CEO and chairman 
of Darby Development LLC, operators of Monmouth Park, 
Sunny Ridge received a well-timed ride from Jose Lezcano in 
posting his seventh victory from 25 career starts. 

With the $105,000 winner’s share that includes an 
additional $15,000 in the form of a 40 percent bonus 
(capped at $15,000) for New Jersey-breds running in open 
company, the 6-year-old son of Holy Bull—Lignum Vitae, by 
Songandaprayer, pushed his career earnings total past $1.3 
million. 


“He had a great trip. He broke super,” said Servis. “I was 
glad Jose Lezcano kind of let him float. Once he made his 
move he really took off.” 
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THOROUGHBRED BREEDERS’ ASSOCIATION OF NEW JERSEY 
2019 Membership Application 


Member Information 


NAME 


SS#/FEDERAL I.D.# 


ADDRESS 


CITY 


STATE ZIP COUNTY 

TELEPHONE:_ E-MAIL:_ 

Membership Categories 

Breeder A breeder member shall be a person who owns the required 

interest in a broodmare or registered stallion domiciled in New 
Jersey; who submits an application for membership, and pays the 
'-' membership dues. A breeder member shall have voting rights. 

Owner An owner member shall be a person, who owns a registered New 

Jersey bred; who submits an application for membership, and 
pays the membership dues. An owner member will not have 
-1 voting rights. 

Associate An associate member is a person who is interested in owning, 

- 1 breeding, or racing horses in the State of New Jersey or in 

fostering economic activity through the breeding, ownership 
and/or racing of horses in the State of New Jersey. An associate 
member will not have voting rights. 


Date: 


Signature: 


Membership Dues 

A check or money order for $65.00 must accompany this form. Spouses are encouraged to join the TBANJ 
under joint membership status. This fee would total $100.00 per couple. Each spouse must fill out a 
separate form to accompany the payment. Membership will be effective upon receipt and will be in force 
each calendar year and must be renewed annually. 

THOROUGHBRED BREEDERS’ ASSOCIATION OF NEW JERSEY 

265 Hwy 36 
Suite 1R 

W. Long Branch, NJ 07764 
(732)542-8880 Fax: (732)490-4732 
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24th Annual Queen’s Cup 
Steeplechase Report 


President’s 

message 


B oard member Sarah Blanchard re¬ 
signed her seat and is in the process¬ 
ing of moving with her newly retired 
husband. Fulfilling her term, Sarah 
served the NCTA for the last few years. 
She represented the organization as 
chairperson of our OTTB division. Her 
many years of showing horses in a variety 
of disciplines and professional OTTB 
horse training experience complemented 
the duties she performed. Sarah also de¬ 
signed, built, created, and maintained 
the NCTA’s new website. She continually 
updated the site with information or clas¬ 
sified ads presented to her. Her assistance 
with decision making, advice, and profes¬ 
sional writing skills will be greatly 
missed. I am so grateful she was there for 
us and for all her contributions. 

Due to Sarah’s departure, we are 
seeking members who are willing to vol¬ 
unteer to serve on the Board to help 
guide the NCTA into the future with your 
ideas and enthusiasm. The beauty of be¬ 
ing a volunteer is the amount of work 
and responsibility you take on, for the 
most part, is determined by you. Also, we 
need a person willing to help with the 
OTTB duties. Mostly, you are working 
with the winners of The Jockey Club’s 
Thoroughbred Incentive Program (TIP) 
as we are our State’s sponsor. Having a 
little knowledge of the horse show com¬ 
munity is helpful. I hope to hear from 
someone. 

Congratulations to Nancy Shuford, 
Beth Muirhead, Frank Coniglio and 
Frank Batten for their connected horses 
visiting the winner’s circle. The winning 
horses are: 

• Liberty Fire-KY (B, M, 2014) by Col¬ 
onel John—Frisky Cheerleader, by Roar 


T he 24th Annual Queen’s Cup Steeple¬ 
chase Races welcomed one of its larg¬ 
est crowds ever on Saturday, April 27, at¬ 
tracting over 15,000 patrons from 
throughout the region and across the U.S. 
The day was bright and beautiful with 
clear skies, temperatures around 75 de¬ 
grees and low humidity. The day was also 
a celebration of the life of the race’s bene¬ 
factors, Midge and Jim Price, the co¬ 
founder’s parents who generously gave to¬ 
ward the making of the beautiful 
Brooklandwood Racecourse back in the 
late 1990s. The Queen’s Cup is run as a 
fundraiser for its charity partner, the Al¬ 
zheimer’s Association, and race day in¬ 
come goes toward supporting the event as 
well as to the Alzheimer’s Association of 
Western North Carolina. Both of Price’s 
parents passed away from Alzheimer’s and 
complications from dementia. 


Five races were carded with horse¬ 
men’s purses a record $200,000. The fea¬ 
ture race, the $100,000 Queen’s Cup MPC 
Novice 'Chase presented by Sonitrol Secu¬ 
rity, attracted a highly competitive field of 
nine runners. Riverdee Stable’s Gibralfaro 
(Ire), sitting comfortably behind the lead¬ 
er Storm Team, accelerated sharply over 
Brooklandwood lush racecourse’s final 
turn, overtook Storm Team at the head of 
the stretch and drew clear to a nearly 
2-length victory. The Irish-bred had won 
last spring’s Tryon Block House and made 
his 2019 debut at the Queen’s Cup after 
second-place finishes in three prior Nov¬ 
ice stakes in 2018. He entered the Queen’s 
Cup as the highest-rated horse in the field 
and carried the race’s 156-pound top 
weight. 

Jockey Michael Mitchell had Gibralfaro 
in mid-pack and well covered up as his 



Michael Mitchell driving Gibralfaro (Ire) home over the last. Picture courtesy of Jamey Price 










Flat Out Flying, bred by members 
Frank Coniglio and Beth Muirhead, 
wins at Gulfstream Park May 19. 

Photo Credit Lauren King 



Nancy Shuford-bred Keota won 
at Belmont Park May 26. 

Photo credit Adam Coglianese 


• Drip Brew-NC (B, M, 2014) by Yes 
It’s True—Sonorous, by Unbridled’s Song 

• Proud Mandate-KY (B, F, 2016) by 
Strong Mandate—Proud Dame, by Proud 
Accolade 

• Flat Out Flying-KY (CH, G, 2016) by 
Flat Out—She’sa Tough Tiger, by Tiger 
Ridge 

• Keota-KY (GR/R, F, 2015) by Lonhro 
(Aus)—Mystic Mama, by Scat Daddy 

Well done, ya’ll! 

Rebecca Montaldo 


Hitting the Board April 26 -May 26 


Date 

Horse 

Track 

NCTA Connection 

Result 

26-Apr 

Adari 

Oaklawn Park 

Bred by Nancy Shuford 

2nd 

29-Apr 

Liberty Fire 

Mountaineer 

Bred by Beth Muirhead 

Winner! 

1-May 

Special of Course 

Mountaineer Park 

Bred by Beth Muirhead 

2nd 

2-May 

Drip Brew (NC) 

Oaklawn Park 

Bred by Frank Batten 

Winner! 

3-May 

Charitable Heart 

Charles Town 

Bred & owned by Clint Lowry 

3rd 

4-May 

Cayenne Creek 

Charles Town 

Bred & owned by Clint Lowry 

2nd 

7-May 

Proud Mandate 

Parx 

Bred by Nancy Shuford 

Winner! 

8-May 

Channing Road 

Indiana Grand 

Bred by Sandy & Joanne Dew - Dogwood Plantation 

3rd 

11-May 

Adari 

Prairie Meadows 

Bred & Owned by Nancy Shuford 

3rd 

11-May 

Secret Zar 

Parx 

Bred & Owned by Nancy Shuford 

2nd 

13-May 

Special of Course 

Mountaineer Park 

Bred by Beth Muirhead 

2nd 

18-May 

No Altar Boy 

Churchill Downs 

Bred & owned by Clint Lowry 

3rd 

18-May 

Catauga County 

Suffolk Downs 

Bred & Owned by Nancy Shuford 

2nd 

19-May 

Flat Out Flying 

Gulfstream Park 

Bred by Beth Muirhead & Frank Coniglio; owned by F.Coniglio 

Winner! 

22-May 

Tapitontheside 

Delaware Park 

Bred & Owned by Nancy Shuford 

2nd 

23-May 

Your Secret's Safe 

Penn National 

Bred by Nancy Shuford 

2nd 

25-May 

Drip Brew (NC) 

Prairie Meadows 

Bred by Frank Batten 

2nd 

25-May 

Cayenne Creek 

Charles Town 

Bred & owned by Clint Lowry 

2nd 

26-May 

Keota 

Belmont Park 

Bred by Nancy Shuford 

Winner! 


Queen’s Cup cammed 

two other stablemates made the running 
on the front end. Lord Justice (Ire) com¬ 
mitted a jumping error four fences from 
the finish which allowed Storm Team to 
take the lead midway down the back- 
stretch. Gibralfaro appeared to be outrun 
nearing the final turn as Storm Team led 
toward the two fences in the 4-furlong 
homestretch, but he accelerated sudden¬ 
ly to draw into contention by the top of 
the lane, grabbed the lead from Storm 


Team at the second-to-last fence and won 
with a comfortable distance. English jock¬ 
ey Mitchell rode Gibralfaro for trainer 
Jack Fisher, and both continue to draw 
clear in the standings by both wins and 
earnings. Fisher also won the afternoon’s 
first race, the $30,000 EasyFix Ratings 
Handicap, as well as the $30,000 EasyFix 
Steepleton. 

It was a homecoming of sorts for 
Mitchell as two years prior to the day, he 
was carted off the racecourse with serious 
injuries to his head as a horse he was rid¬ 
ing fell at the last and he was stepped on 
by his mount as the horse recovered from 


the mishap. The injuries Mitchell sus¬ 
tained were a broken eye socket and 
cheekbone and a shattered jaw along with 
a severe concussion. The surgeon at Caro- 
linas Medical was able to piece Mitchell’s 
jaw and eye socket back together and he 
was back in the saddle again three months 
later. 

Next year, April 25, 2020, the Queen’s 
Cup will be celebrating its 25th Anniver¬ 
sary and big things are being planned to 
anoint the day. 

More information and tickets can be 
purchased at www.queenscup.org or by 
calling (704) 843-7070. 


North Carolina Thoroughbred Association 
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AUlSSInM IS CROWNED 
2011 OHIO HORSE OF IK YEAR 


T rainer Richard Zielinski oudined 
the most competitive season of 
5-year-old Altissimo’s career in 
2018 and his well-planned schedule 
reaped five stakes victories and two stakes 
placings in nine starts for earnings of 
$320,875 and the Horse of the Year title 
in Ohio. The Annual Awards Banquet was 
held on May 17 at the historic Darby Dan 
Farm in Galloway, Ohio. 

Owned by Nancy Lavrich and Ronald 
Zielinski, the son of Noble Causeway out 
of Great Goin Rose, by Albert the Great, 
was bred by Lavrich and Niknar Farm 
LLC. While the bulk of his $564,388 
career earnings was earned by racing 6 
furlongs, his 2018 season started at a mile 
at Mahoning Valley where he finished 
fourth in allowance company after setting 
the pace. He returned next to face open 
company at 1 mile and 70 yards and drew 
off by 6 3 A lengths. Christian Pilares was in 
the irons that day and would be his only 
rider for the rest of the season. 

Altissimo’s next seven starts all came in 
stakes races, and he won five of them. His 
richest victory came in the $150,000 Best 
of Ohio Sprint at Thistledown where he 
drew away from the field by 9 lengths 
over a sloppy track. He closed the season 
out with back-to-back Beyer Speed 
Figures of 100. Relishing another wet 
track, he bested two-time Ohio Horse of 
the Year Mo Dont No by 4 3 A lengths in 
the Cardinal Handicap at Mahoning 
Valley in November. 

He forayed out of Ohio for his final 
start in the $100,000 Dave’s Friend at 
Laurel Dec. 29. In an impressive effort, he 
was shuffled back at the start and appeared 
hopelessly beaten while fifth in the lane. 
Unleashing a fmal-furlong effort, he 
rallied to come up a head short at the 


wire. Altissimo has already returned to his 
winning ways this season by taking the 
Babst-Memorial and Sydney Gendelman 
Memorial at Belterra in his first two 


outings. Asked about his 2019 campaign, 
Zielinski replied, “I guess we’ll stick to 
the same schedule we had last year.” 






2018 OHIO CHAMPIONS 


Owner of the Year 

Ron Paolucci 

Breeder of the Year 

Blazing Meadows Farm (Tim Hamm) 

Horse of the Year 

ALTISSIMO 

Owner: Nancy Lavrich and 
Ronald Zielinski 
Breeder: Nancy Lavrich & 

Niknar Farm LLC 

Stallion of the Year 

MOBIL 

Breeder: Gustav Schickedanz 
Standing at Mapleton Thoroughbred 
Farm 

Broodmare of the Year 

LILAH 

Breeder: Beechwood Racing Stable 

Champion Handicap Horse 

ALTISSIMO 
Owner: Altissimo 
Breeder: Nancy Lavrich & 

Niknar Farm LLC 


Champion Handicap Mare 

LEONA’S REWARD 
Owner: Michael Friedman & 

Blazing Meadows Farm 
Breeder: Blazing Meadows Farm 

Champion Sprinter 

ALTISSIMO 

Owner: Nancy Lavrich and 
Ronald Zielinski 
Breeder: Nancy Lavrich & 

Niknar Farm LLC 

Champion Accredited Male 

MOBIL SOLUTION 

Owner: Gerald Silver 

Breeder: Mapleton Thoroughbred Farm 

Champion Accredited Female 

LEONA’S REWARD 
Owner: Michael Friedman & 

Blazing Meadows Farm 
Breeder: Blazing Meadows Farm 

Champion 3-Year-Old Male 

MOBIL SOLUTION 

Owner: Gerald Silver 

Breeder: Mapleton Thoroughbred Farm 


Champion 3-Year-Old Filly 

TAKECHARGEDELILAH 
Owner: Loooch Racing Stable 
Breeder: Steve DeMaiolo. 

Champion 2-Year-Old Male 

DIAMOND DUST 
Owner: WinStar Farm LLC and 
Blazing Meadows 
Breeder: Blazing Meadows & 
WinStar Farm LLC 

Champion 2-Year-Old Filly 

DRILLIT 

Owner: Mast Thorouhgbreds 
Breeder: Eric Heyman 

OTBO Award of Merit 

Tom McCann - 

OTBO immediate past president 


JOHN ROYER ACCEPTS POSITION AS O.T.B.O. PRESIDENT 
DARYL DUNCAN ANB CRAIG POWELL ADDED AS NEW BOARD 
MEMBERS - SECRETARY POSITION FILLED RY DIANE TIEMAN 


T wo-term president Tom McCann 
was given the Ohio Thorough¬ 
bred Breeders & Owners “Award 
of Merit” at the recent Awards Banquet as 
he steps down to serve as a Director 
Emeritus for the organization. John Roy¬ 
er, born and raised in Columbus, Ohio, 
and actively involved in the breeding and 
racing ofThoroughbreds since the age of 
22, will serve as the organization’s presi¬ 
dent for a three-year term 

“I am as active as I have ever been with 
trying to make Ohio racing better,” stated 
Royer. “Ohio is in decent shape now, but 
we still have things to improve to make 
the industry better. In addition to my 
years on the O.T.B.O. Board, I am cur¬ 


rently serving as member of the HBPA 
Board. I primarily breed to race. Most of 
my racing accomplishments have been 
done with partnerships and we have been 
fortunate enough to have won races at 
most of the major racetracks.” 

Royer has raced three past Ohio 
champions: Franchise Player, Reason to 
Rhyme and most recently homebred 
School Board Prez.The president of Kohr 
Royer Griffith, a full service commercial 
real estate firm in Columbus, Ohio, he re¬ 
sides in Upper Arlington with his wife 
Stacey and daughters Hannah, Libby and 
Sari. 

Two new Board Members bring ex¬ 
tensive background in agriculture to the 


O.T.B.O. Daryl Duncan and his wife of 
32 years operate 200-acre Duncan Farms 
in Warsaw together. “I have been a farmer 
my entire life and enjoy working with an¬ 
imals and improving genetics in particu¬ 
lar,” said Duncan. “I have been successful 
in the past with creating and developing 
better genetics in order to breed the best 
individual possible. I am very excited 
about the opportunities for breeders and 
owners through the Ohio Program. Also, 
we are committed to bringing better 
mares to Ohio and in so doing, improving 
the quality of racing prospects for Ohio 
owners and trainers. Another component 
for success is being an honest and reputa¬ 
ble person who has integrity when no 






one is looking. This is something that I 
have always strived for and our goal at 
Duncan Farms is to continue to build a 
tradition of excellence.” 

Duncan Farms stands two stallions. 
Animo deValeroso is a son of Pulpit and a 
half-brother to the very successful stallion 
Distorted Humor. The farm’s newest ac¬ 
quisition is Corfu, a son of Malibu Moon 
who won the Grade 2 Saratoga Special. 

Few people can lay claim to the expe¬ 
rience that Craig Powell has-Powell 
Farms in Fresno was established in 1832! 
“I would like to continue to build upon 
the foundation that has been put in place 
by using the management and coopera¬ 
tion skills learned and acquired through¬ 
out my adult life. Drawing upon the ex¬ 
periences accumulated from the other 
various boards and committees that I have 
had the privilege of serving should be a 
benefit as a O.T.B.O. Board Member,” he 
stated. 

“As you all know for the O.T.B.O., as 
well as the Accredited and Ohio program 
to grow, numbers in membership and 
breeding and racing stock need to grow. 
That starts with a board that is open 
minded and willing when the opportuni¬ 
ty presents itself to take the positive step 


New Board Members Daryl Duncan and Craig Powell. 


and move forward. The Ohio Mixed Sale 
was one of those positive steps and I am a 
proponent of continuing this sale and 
making it a productive and successful 
event that continues for both breeders 
and buyers. Another area that I consider a 
high priority and would like to escalate is 
getting more mares and high-quality stal¬ 
lions to Ohio. Above all, in order to ac¬ 


complish these goals, the board must eval¬ 
uate every avenue and then unite upon 
the best program to move forward.” 

In addition to Ron Fields and Kris 
Nemann stepping down from their posts, 
the O.T.B.O. Secretary is leaving the 
board. Diane Tieman, who has been very 
active in the organization, has accepted 
the duties of that position in the office. 


2019 Ohio Racing Recap May-June 


AmSSIMO SMOKES'EM ON THE 
GRASS IN CINCINNATI 

Ohio’s 2018 Horse of the Year checked 
off another box in his storied career on 
June 8 in the $75,000 Sydney Gendelman 
Memorial Handicap. He won the lYie- 
mile race by 8!4 lengths last year, and 
while pleased with the result, trainer 
Richard Zielinski was disappointed that 
the race was taken off the turf. 

The weather cooperated at Belterra 
Park this year and the 6-year-old gelding 
got to race over the greensward for the 
first time of his career. And while the sur¬ 
face was different, the result was the same, 
a gate-to-wire leisurely win. Breaking 
from the 8 post in a full field of 12 he led 
by daylight at every point of call under 
regular rider Christian Pilares and com¬ 
pleted the l/i6 miles in 1:40.99,less than a 
second off the course record. Cape Rojo, 
making his stakes debut, put in a strong 


five-wide bid to clearly gain the second 
spot over Gliding Alone. 

Surprisingly, the betting public made 
former two-time Ohio Horse of the Year 
Mo Dont No the 4-5 favorite even 
though he finished second to Altissimo in 
the Babst/Palacios Memorial April 27. 
“Mo” checked at the five-sixteenths pole 
and re-rallied to finish fifth. 

Altissimo, a poster boy for soundness, is 
owned by Nancy Lavrich and Ronald 
Zielinski and was bred by Lavrich and 
Niknar Farm LLC. He pushed his career 
earnings to $564,388 with a record of 35- 
15-4-4. 

PROPER DISCRETION PASSES 
THE $500,000 MARK IN 
MACKEY/ANGENORA 

There was little left to doubt after the 
gates opened in the $75,000 6-furlong 
Michael G. Mackey Memorial Memorial 


Proper Discretion, with Scott Speith up, 
romps by 9 lengths. Photo: J.J. Zamaicko 


Angenora Stakes at JACK Thistledown 
June l.As a matter of fact, you could have 
stopped the race after 50 yards as the field 
never changed positions to the wire. Sent 
off as the 2-5 favorite, Proper Discretion 
and Scott Speith pulled away quickly to 
continued next page 







win with ease by 9 lengths in 1:10.68. 
Multiple stakes winner True Cinder held 
off a stubborn Ali Blue throughout for 
second. 

For the Jeffrey Radosevich trainee, 
there is no place like home. The 6-year- 
old mare has 15 lifetime wins-13 of 
those at the North Randall oval and 10 at 
six panels. Owned by Ron Paolucci Rac¬ 
ing LLC, Proper Discretion has now 
bankrolled $543,491. The muscular mare 
is a daughter of Discreetly Mine out of 
Prizes, by Prized, and was bred by Bruce 
Talisman. 

LIKE MOTHER LIKE DAUGKIBt IN 
$75,000 TOMBOY STAKES 

It was a Fair Winds Farm family affair 
in the Tomboy Stakes at Belterra Park 
May 12. Patiently handled by Gerardo 
Cor rales, H. F. Carmel was asked to wait 
to make her move and then quickly 
slipped through an opening along the rail 
to draw off by AVa lengths. Her dam, Flip 
Side (by Devil His Due) won the race 
ahead of two other Fair Winds raised 
horses over a decade ago. Dr. Harold Fish¬ 
man, the father of Lori Williams (who 
operates Fair Winds with her husband 
Kim) arranged the matings. 

The 2019 edition for 3-year-old fillies 
was scheduled for lYu miles on the turf, 
but rain moved it to the sloppy main oval. 
Despite three scratches, a field of 10 went 
to post. Undefeated Absorb was favored 
but had to break from the outside post 
and was rushed into the first turn. Totally 
Obsessed, 3-for-3 this season and coming 
out of a win in the $75,000 6-furlong 
Southern Park Stakes at Mahoning Valley 
in March, led just ahead of Absorb for the 
first three-quarters. At about that point, 
the two pacesetting favorites were passed 


H. F. Carmel keeps it in the family splashing 
to Tomboy score. Photo: Coady Photography 


by H. F. Caramel, Market Success and 
Drillit, who finished in the same order at 
the wire. 

The Tomboy was only the second start 
of 2019 for H. F. Caramel. Trainer Mike 
Rone wisely put her in a solid prep for 
this race and watched her finish a trou¬ 
bled second against older allowance com¬ 
petition April 17 at Mahoning. 

H.F. Caramel is a daughter of Revolu¬ 
tionary owned and bred by Dr. Harold 
Fishman. She covered the sloppy surface 
in 1:47.27, and with her win in her stakes 
debut she now has earned $73,730 from 
only five trips to post. 

ALAN SOBOL BACK IN THE 
RACING GAME ANB CAPTURES 
THE GREEN CARPET 

If the name Alan Sobol rings a few 
bells in your racing memory it should. So 
should the name of multiple Ohio Cham¬ 
pion Writin’ Mama, Best of Ohio winner 
Portentum, graded stakes winner Big 
Bamboo and Ohio standouts Donnavega 
and Athenavega to name a few. When the 
purses began to spiral downward prior to 
full-card simulcasting and the advent of 


SAVE THE DATE! OHIO FALL MIXED SALE 

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 20,2019 
MAJESTIC FARM - BATAVIA, OHIO 


Racinos in Ohio, Sobol moved into the 
world of corporate business. He was very 
good at his job, maybe too good. After he 
brought back two slumping companies to 
prominence they were sold. He didn’t go 
to the races back then, but it was always in 
the back of his mind. 

“Last October I started intently watch¬ 
ing the Ohio races on the internet and 
came up with a list of 20 horses that I 
wanted to get for some younger investors 
who had disposable income. I reached out 
to several breeders and ended up getting 
10 from Dr. George Sikora to train,” said 
Sobol from his home in Chagrin Falls. 
“Manga Man (not to be confused with 
another Ohio-bred currently racing) was 
one of the horses on my list and I bought 
him privately for a client in New York. 
He had conditions left and I thought we 
could win the price back with a few good 
wins.” Sharp thinking and training on 
Sobol’s part. 

Manga Man just missed in early May 
in his first start for new owner Martha 
Boland, but quickly covered his purchase 
price with a “good” win in the $75,000 
Green Carpet for 3-year-olds at 1 Yu miles 
on the turf May 26 at Belterra. With Luis 
Gonzalez in the saddle he was 10th and 
last after 6 furlongs, but angled out into 
the stretch he responded with quickened 
strides. In front of him the odds-on favor¬ 
ite and 2018 Ohio 2-Year-Old Champi¬ 
on Diamond Dust looked to be making 
the winning move when he ducked in 
sharply from a right-handed whip and 
dropped rider Luis Colon just short of the 
rail (both rider and horse came out un¬ 
scathed) . Manga Man was clear of the in¬ 
cident and went on to win by a length in 
1:45.44. Send Me On was bothered by 
the Diamond Dust incident, but rallied to 
just catch longshot Danefield for the sec¬ 
ond spot. 

Manga Man is a gelded son of the de¬ 
ceased Ohio sire Kingship out of Sligo 
Knows, by Sligo Bay (Ire) and was bred by 
Joshua Faulkner. He now sports a record 
of 13-3-4-2 for earnings of $120, 232. 


OHIO THOROUGHBRED 
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PA-BRED REMINDERS 

• Early registration: 

Within 365 days of foaling 

•Yearling registration: 

Dec. 31 of yearling year 

• Stallion registration: 

Feb. 15 of year breeding 

• Broodmare domicile: 
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Board member Betsy Barr presents Lori Fackler and Randi Melton of 
Best A Luck Farm the Horse of the Year trophy for Shamrock Rose. 


Horse of the Year 

3-Year-Old Filly 
Female Sprinter 

SHAMROCK ROSE 

Bred by Best A Luck Farm LLC 

The 2018 Eclipse Award Champion Female Sprinter 
capped off her year with a thrilling victory in the 
Breeders’ Cup Filly and Mare Sprint-GI at Churchill 
Downs, her fourth consecutive stakes win, a streak 
which started in the Malvern Rose at Presque Isle 
Downs, followed by the La Lorgnette at Woodbine 
and the Grade 2 Raven Run at Keeneland. Racing 
exclusively in stakes in her seven starts—with a 
second in the Cicada at Aqueduct and a third in 
the Weber City Miss at Laurel-she earned the 
most of any PA-Bred in 2018 with $848,076. 


2- Year-Old Colt 
CALL PAUL 

Bred by Beatrice Patterson and Vicky Schowe 

Never off the board in five starts at five different 
tracks, with three wins and earnings of $279,500 
to top all PA-Bred juveniles, he led throughout to 
win the Saratoga Special Stakes-G2 in his stakes 
debut, dominated the Pennsylvania Nursery at Parx 
by 5 lengths, and in between finished third in the 
Grade 1 Champagne and Grade 3 Nashua Stakes. 

3- Year-Old Colt 
NAVY COMMANDER 

Bred by Swilcan Stables LLC 

A five-time winner from 11 starts at 3, his biggest score 
came in Monmouth Park’s Long Branch Stakes, leading 
gate-to-wire to win by 3/4 lengths. 


2-Year-Old Filly 
AMY FARAH FOWLER 

Bred by Blackstone Farm LLC 

Three wins and three seconds in six starts and the 
richest PA-Bred juvenile filly of the year with $154,900, 
she captured the Mrs. Henry D. Paxson Memorial 
Stakes at Presque Isle Downs and was second in the 
Colleen Stakes at Monmouth Park as well as the Mark 
McDermott and Fitz Dixon Jr. Memorial Juvenile at 
Presque Isle, the latter two against the boys. 


Co-Champion Male Sprinter 
ARMY MULE 

Bred by Hope Hill Farm 

He won both his starts, each less than a second off the 
track record, and earned $266,400 before being retired. 
First out was a 6-furlong Gulfstream Park allowance by 
7/ lengths in 1:08.87, followed by a 614-length romp 
in Aqueduct’s Grade 1 Carter Handicap at 7 furlongs in 
1:20.94, the latter earning him a 114 Beyer Speed Figure, 
the highest in the nation for an older sprinter in 2018. 














Iroquois Awards continued from page 1 


Co-Champion Male Sprinter 

FIELDER 

Bred by HnR Nothhaft Horseracing LLC 
Five wins from nine starts included the 5-furlong 
Marshall Jenney Stakes over the Parx turf, and a 
three-race win streak earlier in the year. He was 
also third in the Laurel Dash at Laurel Park in the 
fall, rallying late to miss winning by a half length. 

Turf Female 
FAHAN MURA 

Bred by Michael J. Moran 

Winner of seven of 11 starts, she concluded her 
season with a victory in the Grade 3 Robert J. 
Frankel Stakes at Santa Anita, where she earlier 
won the Swingtime Stakes at a mile on the turf 
in 1:32.77. Her first career stakes win came in 
the Osunitas at Del Mar during the summer after 
starting her season with four straight wins, all at 
Santa Anita. With $365,665 earned in 2018, she 
placed fifth on the top PA-Bred earners’ list. 

Turf Male 
Older Male 
SPRING QUALITY 

Bred by George Strawbridge Jr. 

Winner of his first Grade 1 in one of the most 
exciting races of the year, the Manhattan on 
Belmont Stakes Day in which nine horses were 
separated by less than 2 lengths, he went into 
the race off a second in the Fort Marcy-G3, and 
was third in the Sword Dancer-GI at Saratoga. He 
was the top-earning PA-Bred male of 2018 with 
$684,785 from five starts, all graded stakes. 

Older Female 
UNIQUE BELLA 

Bred by Brushwood Stable 

The two-time Eclipse Award winner-2017 
Champion Female Sprinter and 2018 Champion 
Older Dirt Female-her season ended in July, but 


not until she added two more Grade 1 wins to 
her record-the Clement L. Hirsch and Beholder 
Mile-as well as the Grade 2 Santa Maria Stakes, 
and a second in the Grade 1 Apple Blossom from 
four starts to become a millionaire. She was the 
third richest PA-Bred of the year with $680,000. 

Steeplechaser 
SENIOR SENATOR 

Bred by Charles D.C. McGill 

He came back from a serious injury suffered when 
falling in the previous year’s Maryland Hunt Cup 
to win his only two starts of the year-his second 
consecutive Grand National Timber Stakes and a 
second Maryland Hunt Cup. 

PA-Preferred Female 
DIXIE SERENADE 

Bred by Fantasy Lane Stable 

2018 earnings: $221,750 
Won Victory Ride Stakes-G3 at Belmont Park; 

2nd Jose Flores Memorial Stakes at Parx; 

3rd New Start Stakes at Penn National 

PA-Preferred Male 
(co-award winners) 
MIDTOWNCHARLYBROWN 

Bred by Godric LLC 

2018 earnings: $164,080 
Won Fabulous Strike Stakes at Penn National 

SMOOTH B 

Bred by St. Omer’s Farm and WynOaks Farm LLC 
2018 earnings: $214,778 

Won the Danzig Stakes at Penn National; 2nd Crowd 
Pleaser at Parx, City of Laurel Stakes at Laurel Park 

Broodmare 
SLEW’S QUALITY 

An unraced daughter of Elusive Quality owned 
throughout her broodmare career by Thomas and 


Lori Fackler’s Reddick, Fla.-based Best A Luck Farm, 
an operation that regularly foals in Pennsylvania, 
she is the dam of 2018 Eclipse Award-winning 
Champion Female Sprinter Shamrock Rose. 

Thoroughbred Makeover 
Top PA-Bred 
BK’S ANGUS 

Bred by Briter Stable 

B K’s Angus was trained by Lauren Lindsay to 
compete in the 2018 Thoroughbred Makeover at the 
Kentucky Horse Park. Together they finished 13th in 
Eventing, making them the leading points earner of 
all PA-Breds entered in the Makeover. 

Leading Breeding 
Fund Recipient (horse) 

IMPLY 

Bred by Barlar LLC 
$ 245,375 

Leading Total 
Breeding Fund Recipient 

WYNOAKS FARM LLC 

$ 457,341 

Leading Overall Breeder of 
Pennsylvania Breds 

BLACKSTONE FARM LLC 

$ 1 , 928,068 

Leading Stallion - JUMP START 

$ 225,292 

Lifetime Achievement Award 
RONNIE & BETSY HOUGHTON 

Award of Merit 
MCCAULLEY EQUINE LLC 


A few words from the Executive Secretary 


The PHBA hosted the 40th Annual Iroquois 
Awards Banquet on June 7 at the Hotel Hershey 
for a great night of dinner, cocktails, and conversa¬ 
tion. Champion trainer Michael Dickinson gave the 
keynote speech. 

Best A Luck Farm’s Shamrock Rose was 
crowned Horse of the Year after her incredible 
achievements in 2018, including a win in the Breed¬ 
ers’ Cup and earning an Eclipse Award. We inducted 
Unique Bella into the Million-Dollar Round Table, after 
amassing lifetime earnings of $1,272,400 before 


being retired in 2018. And we awarded the Second 
Annual Lifetime Achievement Award to Ronnie and 
Betsy Houghton, who were instrumental in moving 
the PA breeding program to where it is today. 
Congrats to all the Champions!! Look for photos 
and video on our website and social media pages. 

If you aren’t following us on Facebook, Twitter and 
Instagram, now is the time to start! 

Our 19th annual Pennsylvania’s Day At the 
Races at Parx is just around the corner. The event 
will take place a month earlier this year. Join us on 



Saturday, Aug. 3 to 
honor and celebrate 
the breeding indus¬ 
try in PA, as well as 
provide the chance 
for some top- 
notch horses to showcase their talents in our five 
$100,000 stakes. Late nominations close Saturday, 
July 20. We hope to see you Aug. 3. Go PA!! 















Contact 
Informatio 

State Horse Racing Commission 

Harrisburg, PA • 717-787-1942 

Parx Racing 

Bensalem, PA • 215-639-9000 

Hollywood Casino at 
Penn National Race Course 

Grantville, PA • 717-469-2211 

Presque Isle Downs & Casino 

Erie, PA • 866-374-3386 

Pennsylvania HBPA 

Grantville, PA • 717-469-2970 

Pennsylvania Thoroughbred 
Horsemen’s Association 




2019 PA-Bred Stakes Schedule 


ALL BREEDING FUND STAKES WILL INCLUDE A 25% PA-SIRED BONUS FOR 1ST, 2ND AND 3RD. 
Dates and conditions for all the PA-Bred Stakes are subject to change. 

Please contact the racing offices for the most current schedules. 


Sat., April 27 
Parx 


Sat., June 1 
Penn 


Sun., June 9 
Penn 


Sat., June 22 
Parx 


$100,000 Lyman S, 3 & up, 7 fur. 

1 st-Midnightcharly, 2nd-Long May You Run, 3rd-Jw’strickymischief 

$100,000 Foxy J. G. S, 3 & up, fillies & mares, 7 fur. 

1 st-Zipper’s Hero, 2nd-Sweetest Yet, 3rd-lts a Journey 

$100,000 Danzig S, 3Y0, 6 fur. 

1 st-Call Paul, 2nd-Thiscatcanjump, 3rd-Kaiju 

$100,000 New Start S, 3Y0 fillies, 6 fur. 

1 st-Gotta Be Strong, 2nd-l’m the Talent, 3rd-Key Light 

$100,000 Lyphard S, 3 & up, fillies & mares, 1 Vie mi., turf 
1 st-lmply, 2nd-Wildcat Cartridge, 3rd-Smokinpaddylassie 

$100,000 Robellino S, 3 & up, 114 mi., turf 
1 st-Fast and Accurate, 2nd-Beyond Smart, 3rd-Driven to Compete 

$100,000 Crowd Pleaser S, 3Y0,114 mi., turf 


$100,000 Power by Far S, 3 & up, fillies & mares, 5 fur., turf 


Sun., July 7 $100,000 Leematt S, 3 & up, 1 mi. 

PID 

$100,000 Northern Fling S, 3 & up, fillies & mares, 1 mi. 


$100,000 Banjo Picker Sprint S, 3 & up, 6 fur. 

$100,000 Roanoke S, 3 & up, 114 mi. 

$100,000 Marshall Jenney S, 3 & up, 5 fur., turf 

$100,000 Dr. Teresa Garofalo Memorial S, 3 & up, fillies & mares, 6 fur. 

$100,000 Mrs. Penny S, 3 & up, fillies & mares, 114 mi., turf 

Mon., Sept. 9 $100,000 Malvern Rose S, 3Y0 fillies, 1 mi. 

PID 

Sat., Sept. 21, $100,000 Alphabet Soup S, 3 & up, 114 mi., turf 
Parx 

$100,000 Plum Pretty S, 3 & up, fillies & mares, 114 mi. 

Mon., Sept. 23 $100,000 Mark McDermott S, 2Y0,6 fur. 

PID 

$100,000 Mrs. Henry D. Paxson Memorial S, 2Y0 fillies, 6 fur. 

Wed., Nov. 27 $100,000 Blue Mountain Juvenile Fillies S, 2Y0 fillies, 6 fur. 

Penn 

Sat., Dec. 7 $100,000 Pennsylvania Nursery S, 2Y0, colts & geldings, 7 fur. 

Parx 

Total: $2,750,000 


Sat., Aug. 3 
Parx 
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DAY theRACES 


Join us for a fun day of racing at PARX 
on Saturday, August 3, 2019 


FEATURING 



5 - $100,000 stakes & an incredible undercard! 




3 & UP, 6 FUR. 

MfjlOKE SI 

3 & UP, 1-1/16 Ml. 



3 & UP, 5 FUR., TURF 



3 & UP, FILLIES & MARES, 6 FUR. 



3 & UP, FILLIES & MARES, M/16 Ml., TURF 



HORSE BREEDERS 
ASSOCIATION 


Late Nominations 
7/20/19 


Pennsylvania Horse Breeders Association • www.pabred.com 
701 East Baltimore Pike, Suite E, Kennett Square, PA 19348 • 610.444.1050 





























































Thoroughbred Owners & Breeders Association 

OFFICIAL NEWSLETTER JULY 2019 


Racing Across the Nation 


k uring the period covering April 
1 and May 20, 11 horses 
entered the winner’s circle across 
the nation following stakes races. The 
highlight being Country House, the 
official winner of the 2019 Kentucky 
Derby. 

On April 20, Dirty came from 9 
lengths back with only a quarter-mile 
to run to get up in the final strides 
in the King T. Leatherbury Stakes at 
Laurel Park. This colt is a product of 
Travis Durr’s program at the Webb 
Carroll Training Center. 

Also a graduate of Travis’ program 
is Irish Strait who on the same day 
at Laurel won the Henry S. Clark 
Stakes. Irish Strait stalked the leader 
and joined that one at the top of the 
stretch. They fought it out to the wire 
with Irish Strait proving best by a neck. 

Pat On the Back overcame 
obstacles in an eventful trip in the 
Affirmed Success Stakes at Belmont 
Park April 26. Bumped at the start, he 
was five-wide early on, then moved 
to the inside nearing the eighth-pole 
before accelerating from 5 th to win by 
H4 lengths. Pat On the Back is also a 
graduate of the Webb Carroll Training 
Center. 

Concrete Rose won her second 
stakes in a row capturing the Edgewood 
Stakes-G3 at Churchill Downs May 
3. Fourth, 5 lengths off the pace for 
the first half-mile, she wore down 
the leader at the sixteenth-pole and 
quickly drew off to cross the wire 
3% lengths in front. Concrete Rose 
was developed in Aiken by Justin 
Wojczynski. 

As everyone knows, Country House 
is the official winner of the 2019 
Kentucky Derby. What you may not 
know is he went through the breaking 


process at the Webb Carroll Training 
Center. We congratulate Travis Durr 
and his crew for a job well done!! 

On May 11, two more Webb 
Carroll Training Center graduates 
won stakes at Belmont Park. Firenze 
Fire won his sixth stakes proving 
best in the Runhappy Stakes. Three 
wide headed into the stretch, Firenze 
Fire was asked the question and 
gave the proper response cruising 
to the lead and opening up by 4 3 A 
lengths as much the best. Earlier in 
the day, Heavenhasmynikki broke 
on top in the Vagrancy Stakes-G3. 

She controlled the pace and when 
challenged late, would not be denied 
holding on for a neck victory. 

On May 18 at Santa Anita, heavy 
favorite Mucho Gusto quickly took the 
lead in the Lazaro Barrera Stakes-G3 
and proved much the best, winning 
by 314 lengths. Mucho Gusto came up 
under the watchful eye of Kip Elser at 
his Kirkwood Stables operation. 

Graduates of Travis Durr’s program 
continued their stakes winning ways 
May 18 and 19 at Pimlico and Suffolk 
Downs. Mitchell Road, a half-sister to 
Country House, enhanced her value by 
winning the Gallorette Stakes-G3 at 
Pimlico. She was a gate-to-wire winner, 
besting those behind her by 
2 l A lengths. 

On the same day up in Boston, 

Dr Blarney won the Rise Jim Stakes 
for the third year in a row. This time, 
he broke sharply and demolished his 
opposition, winning by and astounding 
1514 lengths. The next day, Saint 
Alfred put on a similar performance 
capturing the George F. Brown 
Memorial by 1314 lengths. 

All in all, much for South Carolina 
to be proud of!! 


South Carolina 
well represented 
atTimonium sale 

S outh Carolinians Wes Carter, Kip 
Elser, Cary Frommer, James Layden 
and Marcus and Crystal Ryan had 
consignments at the Fasig-Tipton Midlantic 
Two-Year-old in Training Sale in May. 

Cary Frommer sold 15 for $1,127,500. A 
colt by Cairo Prince led the way, bringing 
$350,000. Kip Elser, under his Kirkwood 
Stables banner, had eight sold for a total 
of $348,000. A Union Rags colt brought 
$170,000. 

Wes Carter had five hammered down 
for a total of $365,000, including a Point of 
Entry colt for $140,000. Marcus and Crystal 
Ryan’s Mason Springs consignment brought 
in $118,000. A Verrazano filly and a 
Daredevil colt each sold for $45,000. James 
Layden sold three for $85,000. His Danza 
colt went for $40,000. 

Congratulations to our consignors and 
we wish the best of luck to the buyers!! 


State-b reds 
make it to 
winner’s circle 

r Taree South Carolina-breds have recently 
made their way to the winner’s circle. 

_ Lonely Drifter, a daughter of Done 
Talking who stands at the Elloree Training 
Center, has been best in her last five starts 
and won nine races lifetime while racing in 
Maryland and West Virginia. She was bred 
by Franklin “Goree” Smith. 

Quit Your Moanin, a son of Done 
Talking, and I Ain’t Never, by Hugo, were 
also winners in Maryland at Laurel and 
Pimlico. Both were bred and are owned by 
Goree Smith and trained by his brother, 
Hamilton. 


101 Ellenton St. SE, Aiken, SC 29803 • (803) 920-9005 sctoba@frontier.com • sctoba.org 









South Carolina-trained winners 


Horse 

Training Center 

Date 

Track 

Type of Race 


SAINT ALFRED 

Webb Carroll Training Center 

5/19/19 

Suffolk Downs 

George W. Brown Memorial 


DR BLARNEY 

Webb Carroll Training Center 

5/18/19 

Suffolk Downs 

Rise Jim S 

■ 

Jumpmaster 

Rentz Farm 

5/18/19 

Penn National 

Claiming _ 


Little Big Risk 

Webb Carroll Training Center 

5/18/19 

Fingejr Lakes | 

Maiden special weight 


MITCHELL ROAD 

Webb Carroll Training Center 

5/18/19 

Pimlico 

Gallorette S-G3 


MUCHO GUSTO 

Kirkwood Stables 

5/18/19 

Santa Anita Park 

Lazaro Barrera S-G3 

■ 

Sue’s Fortune 

Webb Carroll Training Center 

5/18/19 

Belmont Park 

Allowance 


True Validity 

Aiken - Cary Frommer 

5/18/19 

Santa Anita Park 

Claiming 


Eons 

Aiken - Legacy Stable 

5/17/19 

Pimlico 

Allowance 


Inca Chief 

Aiken - Cary Frommer 

5/17/19 

Prairie Meadows 

Allowance 

■ 

Ocean Lilly 

Shuler Stables 

5/17/19 

Charles Town 

Allowance 


Carrera Cat 

Custom Care - Donna Freyer 

5/16/19 

Belmont Park 

Allowance 

■ 

Hall Pass 

Elloree Training Center 

5/16/19 

Pimlico 

Allowance 


J D’s Girl 

Elloree Training Center 

5/16/19 

Churchill Downs 

Starter allowance 

■ 

Kaiju 

Rentz Farm 

5/16/19 

Penn National 

Allowance 


Murrells Inlet 

McCutchen Training Center 

5/16/19 

Belterra Park 

Maiden special weight 


Artie’s Rumor 

Elloree Training Center 

5/15/19 

Indiana Grand 

Allowance 


May Flowers 

Webb Carroll Training Center 

5/15/19 

Presque Isle Downs 

Starter allowance 


Pay the Vet 

Rentz Farm 

5/14/19 

Finger Lakes 

Maiden special weight 


Fancy Gem 

Webb Carroll Training Center 

5/13/19 

Finger Lakes 

Allowance 


Flirty 

Aiken - Legacy Stable 

5/13/19 

Thistledown 

Claiming 


Tradfest 

Elloree Training Center 

5/13/19 

Parx Racing 

Starter allowance 


Dancing Bull 

Rentz Farm 

5/12/19 

Parx Racing 

Allowance 


Glory Stars 

Custom Care - Donna Freyer 

5/12/19 

Lone Star Park 

Allowance 

■ 

Red Zinger 

Webb Carroll Training Center 

5/12/19 

Belmont Park 

Maiden special weight 


Aife 

Elloree Training Center 

5/11/19 

Churchill Downs 

Claiming 


Dothat Dance 

Aiken - Cary Frommer 

5/11/19 

Pimlico 

Starter allowance 


FIRENZE FIRE 

Webb Carroll Training Center 

5/11/19 

Belmont Park 

Runhappy S 


HEAVENHASMYNIKKI 

Webb Carroll Training Center 

5/11/19 

Belmont Park 

Vagrancy S-G3 


Insane Boss 

Rentz Farm 

5/10/19 

Penn National 

Maiden special weight 


Kauai 

Aiken - Cary Frommer 

5/10/19 

Prairie Meadows 

Allowance 


Tel Aviv 

Shuler Stables 

5/10/19 

Charles Town 

Maiden special weight 


Amanda Lane 

Elloree Training Center 

5/9/19 

Belmont Park 

Allowance 


I Ain’t Never 

Elloree Training Center 

5/9/19 

Pimlico 

Starter allowance 

■ 

Posit 

Aiken - Cary Frommer 

5/9/19 

Golden Gate 

Allowance 


Sensational Ride 

Aiken - Gene Tucker 

5/8/19 

Thistledown 

Allowance 

■ 

MissLilyB 

Custom Care ' Donna Freyer 

5/6/19 

Finger Lakes 

Allowance 


My Victoria Rose 

Webb Carroll Training Center 

5/6/19 

| Fjpger Lakes | 

Allowance 


Morgantown 

Webb Carroll Training Center 

5/5/19 

Parx Racing 

Starter allowance 


COUNTRY HOUSE 

Webb Carroll Training Center 

5/4/19 

Churchill Downs 

Kentucky Derby-Gl 


Mary Costa 

Webb Carroll Training Center 

5/4/19 

Parx Racing 

Starter allowance 


Mr. Dougie Fresh 

Webb Carroll Training Center 

5/4/19 

Belmont Park 

Allowance 


Penguin Power 

Shuler Stables 

5/4/19 

Charles Town 

Allowance 


CONCRETE ROSE 

Aiken - Justin Wojczynski 

5/3/19 

Churchill Downs 

Edgewood S-G3 



Webb Carroll Training Center 

5/3/19 

Churchill Downs 

Starter allowance 


Lonely Drifter 

Elloree Training Center 

5/3/19 

Laurel Park 

Starter allowance 


Mo Moxie 

Webb Carroll Training Center 

5/3/19 

Belmont Park 

Maiden special weight 


Cuddle Kitten 

Elloree Training Center 

5/2/19 

Oaklawn Park 

Starter allowance 


My Majestic Rose 

Elloree Training Center 

5/2/19 

Churchill Downs 

Maiden special weight 


Meetme At d’Street 

Webb Carroll Training Center 

5/1/19 

Indiana Grand 

Sfarfer allowance 


Firebird 

Shuler Stables 

4/30/19 

Mountainer Park 

Maiden special weight 


Opera Nite 

Shuler Stables 

4/30/19 

Mountainer Park 

Allowance 


Strip Tease 

Shuler Stables 

4/30/19 

Mountainer Park 

Allowance 


Awillaway 

Webb Carroll Training Center 

4/29/19 

Finger Lakes 

Maiden special weight 


Mr. Carter 

Webb Carroll Training Center 

4/29/19 

Finger Lakes 

Allowance 


Proper Discretion 

Webb Carroll Training Center 

4/29/19 

Thistl edown 

Allowance 


Fire for Effect 

Kirkwood Stables 

4/27/19 

Woodbine 

Claiming 


Flout 

McCutchen Training Center 

4/26/19 

Belterra Park 

Maiden special weight 


PAT ON THE BACK 

Webb Carroll Training Center 

4/26/19 

Belmont Park 

Affirmed Success S 


Wadadli Princess 

Webb Carroll Training Center 

4/26/19 

Belmont Park 

Allowance 


West Texas 

Elloree Training Center 

4/26/19 

Keeneland 

Starter allowance 


Glory Stars 

Custom Care - Donna Freyer 

4/25/19 

Oaklawn Park 

Claiming 


Kaiju 

Rentz Farm 

4/25/19 

Penn National 

Maiden special weight 


The Green Mo’ster 

Elloree Training Center 

4/25/19 

Gulfstream Park 

Allowance 


Unbridled Class 

Elloree Training Center 

4/24/19 

Indiana Grand 

Allowance 


Ace of Aces 

Elloree Training Center 

4/23/19 

Indiana Grand 

Allowance 


American Talent 

Webb Carroll Training Center 

4/20/19 

Parx Racing 

Allowance 


DIRTY 

Webb Carroll Training Center 

4/20/19 

Laurel Park 

King T. Leatherbury S 


IRISH STRAIT 

Webb Carroll Training Center 

4/20/19 

Laurel Park 



Little Dave 

Webb Carroll Training Center 

4/20/19 

Sunland Park 

Maiden special weight 












































































VIRGINIA 


Colonial Downs To Open A Third Rosie’s HHR Gaming Center; 
Live Racing To Begin August 8th 



The new Rosies Gaming Emporium/OTB in Richmond will feature 700 Historical Horse 
Racing terminals. 


At its May meeting, the Virginia Racing 
Commission granted the Colonial Downs 
Group unanimous approval to open its next 
Rosies Gaming Emporium site in Rich¬ 
mond. The complex will be located in South 
Richmond at the site of a former Kmart on 
Midlothian Turnpike. It is 120,000 square 
feet, will have 700 Historical Horse Racing 
(HHR) terminals, a prominent OTB/live 
simulcast area, a dining area, large bar, both 
smoking and non-smoking sections and a 
higher limit HHR area. It will have 840 park¬ 
ing spaces and a capacity of 3,000 people. 

The opening is scheduled for late June. 


(NTRA) and through 
a partnership with 
Equibase, will be 
one of just seven 
tracks in the country 
to use GPS timing 
technology to gather 
more in race data to 
help both trainers 
and fans. Through a 
partnership with the 
National Steeple¬ 
chase Association 
(NSA), Colonial will 
host two steeplechase 
races every Saturday 
during the meet and 
is working toward 
hosting a single one 
day steeplechase 
festival beginning 
in 2020 that would 


continue annually. 


A list of racing personnel was announced 
including new track announcer Jason Beam 
who called previously at Monmouth, Gulfst- 
ream Park West, Portland Meadows and Em¬ 
erald Downs. He will be joined by on camera 
track analyst/handicapper Merv Huber. A 
number of operations staffers will be coming 
from Tampa Bay Downs including Dennis 
Petrachelli (Clerk of Scales), Carlos Garcia 
(Stall Superintendent) and Tony Ranno 
(Head Starter), who will bring a gate crew of 
twelve with him. 


3, $250,000 Virginia Derby will take place 
August 31st and feature three stakes on the 
under card including the Virginia Oaks. The 
stable area is scheduled to open July 25th. 

The complete stakes schedule and condition 
book is available at colonialdowns.com. 

30 Virginia-Certified Horses 
Reach The Winners Circle In 
May 

A total of 30 Virginia-Certified horses 
reached the winners circle in May and in 
turn, provided their owners with a 25% bo¬ 
nus on top of purse earnings they collected. 
Of those, 11 wins came from West Virgin- 
ia-breds, 9 from Maryland-breds and four 
each from New York and Kentucky-breds. 
Horses bred in Pennsylvania won a pair. 

In order to qualify for the Certified program, 
horses must spend a six month residency at a 
Virginia farm or training center prior to De¬ 
cember 31st of their two-year-old year. Once 
they start racing, horses receive a 25% bonus 
for wins at tracks in the Mid-Atlantic region. 

Among the winners was Parisian Diva, a 
three-year-old West Virginia-bred filly that 
earned two rewards in May courtesy of wins 
at Charles Town. On May 30th, she won 
a $24,000 allowance race by 5 3/4 lengths, 
which followed a four length win in a similar 
race three weeks prior. A perfect 4-for-4 this 
year, Parisian Diva collected another pair of 


“When I was here at the last Commission 
meeting in February, we had 50 employees,” 
said COO Aaron Gomes. “Come June, well 
have 745 employees and when live racing 
starts in August, well be up to 900. That will 
represent $20 million in payroll.” 

Rosies Gaming Emporiums are currently 
open at the track in New Kent (600 HHR ter¬ 
minals) and in Vinton (150 HHR terminals). 
A fourth Rosies is scheduled to open later 
this fall in Hampton. 

Senior VP John Marshall gave Commission¬ 
ers a progress update at the May meeting. 
Colonial Downs is now a member of the 
National Thoroughbred Racing Association 


“It s a pleasure working with 
a great management team 
who all worked for quality 
organizations before coming 
to Virginia,” said VRC Chair¬ 
man D.G. Van Clief, Jr. “The 
outreach to the industry so 
far has been great. These are 
extremely exciting times.” 

The first summer thorough¬ 
bred meet since 2013 will 
be held from August 8th - 
September 7th with racing 
every Thursday, Friday and 
Saturday at 5 PM. The Grade 



About 80 percent of the Colonial Downs races this summer will take place 
over the turf course. 






New York-bred Show Prince, a Virginia-Certified gelding, 
race at Belmont May 30th. Photo by Adam Coglianese. 

wins and awards for owner/breeder Melinda 
Golden in April. She spent her six month 
residency at Brooke Royster’s Chance Farm 
in Gordonsville. 

New York-bred Show Prince authored a two 
length win at Belmont May 30th in a $66,000 
allowance race, his first of 2019 and second 
overall. His previous triumph came in a 
maiden special weight race at Aqueduct in 
December. Owned and bred by Eric Myer, 
the three-year-old Posse gelding has earned 
$46,632 from a trio of starts this year. Prior 
to racing, Show Prince spent six months in 
Virginia at Myers’ Roseville Farm in Boyce. 

V.I.P. Ticket is a three-year-old Mary¬ 
land-bred gelding owned by Designated 
Hitters Racing, LLC. Most recently third in 
the Sir Barton Stakes at Pimlico, he collected 
his third bonus earning win prior to that at 
Charles Town May 9th. By Windsor Castle 
out of Touring Hong Kong, V.I.P. Ticket 
spent his Virginia residency at Karen God- 
sey’s Eagle Point Farm in Ashland. 

You Made It, another Maryland-bred, was 
best in a $22,000 claiming race at Pimlico on 
May 24th. Owned by James Wolf and bred by 
Larry Johnson, the three-year-old Congrats 
filly was claimed out of that race by Vina Del 


Mar Thoroughbreds. 

In six starts this year, 
she has a win, second 
and a pair of thirds. Her 
residency was spent at 
Johnsons Legacy Farm 
in Bluemont. 

Kentucky-bred Dyna 
Passer captured a 
$90,000 maiden special 
weight race at Belmont 
May 23rd. Her first four 
career starts took place 
at Gulfstream between 
December and April but 
in her New York debut, 
she prevailed by a length 
won a $ 66,000 allowance against nine others 

and collected that 25% 
Certified bonus. Dyna 
Passer is owned/bred by 
Woodslane Farm in The Plains, where she 
spent her residency. 

Three Virginia-Bred and 
EightVirginia- 
Certmed Horses Were 
Sold At Fasig-Tinton 
Midlantic Safe 

Three Virginia-bred 
and eight Virginia-Cer¬ 
tified horses were sold 
at the record breaking 
Fasig-Tipton Midlantic 
Sale for two-year-olds 
in training, held May 
21st and 22nd at Timo- 


Hip 90, a Virginia-bred 
filly by Uncle Mo out of 
Claire’s Song was pur¬ 
chased by Lothenbach 
Stables for $350,000. 

She was bred by Jim 
& Katie Fitzgerald 
of Chilly Bleak Farm 
in Marshall, and was 
consigned by Top Line 


Sales. Hip 47, a Virginia-bred colt by Jump 
Start out of Blazeaway, sold for $75,000 to 
Zilla Racing. He was bred by Ned Moore 
and Jill Gordon-Moore and was consigned 
by Grassroots Training and Sales. Hip 340, 
a Virginia-bred filly by Midshipman out of 
Officer Pepper, was purchased for $35,000 by 
G. Preciado for Nick Cammarano. She was 
bred by Daybreak Stables and was consigned 
by Cary Frommer. 

Of the Virginia-Certified horses sold, four 
were bred in New York, two in Maryland and 
one each in Kentucky and Pennsylvania. 

Hip 483, a New York-bred colt by Con¬ 
stitution out of Southern Charmer, was 
purchased by Linda Rice for $180,000. He 
spent his Virginia residency at Woodberry 
Payne’s Ingleside Training Center. Hip 56 was 
a New York-bred filly by Speightstown out 
of Bourbonstreetgirl that sold for $135,000. 
She was bought by Lothenback Stables, Inc. 
and was consigned by De Meric Sales. She 
also spent six months in the Commonwealth 
at Ingleside. Of the two Maryland-breds 
that were Virginia-Certified, Hip 109 sold 
for $120,000. He is by Bandbox out of Dear 
Rachel and was consigned by Classic Blood¬ 
stock. The colt spent his six months at Mary 
Alice Thomas’s Bowler Hill Farm in Marshall. 


Hip 90 was bred by Jim & Katie Fitzgerald at their Chilly Bleak Farm. 
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Parisian Influence in the Panhandle 


L ately, we have immortalized the 
boundless talents of two West 
Virginia-bred progeny for the 
Mid-Atlantic's current leading sire. 
Fiber Sonde. 

Runnin'toluvya and Late Night 
Pow Wow have boosted the 
local Thoroughbred breeding 
industry into unparalleled heights, 
courtesy of their graded stakes 
accomplishments. 

The dam of Parisian Diva was 
mated to the illustrious sire twice, 
coming up empty once after 
producing a filly who never raced. 
But paired to Country Life Farm 
stallion Freedom Child, Paris Heiress 
discovered her true nick. 

Trainer Stacey Viands is blessed to 
have Parisian Diva, winner of her first 
four starts of 2019, in his care. He also 
campaigned Paris Heiress. 

Remembers Viands: "Paris Heiress 
was a quirky filly that won half of 
her career starts. She is by Wildcat 
Heir. Like everyone in West Virginia, 
Melinda and I craved a shot at 
champion stallion Fiber Sonde, 
unfortunately for us it just wasn't to 
be." 

Her first foal didn't make it to the 
track, but is pursuing a career as a 
polo pony. 


Owner Melinda Golden and 
Viands researched alternative 
plans for their mare following their 
disappointing pairing and Freedom 
Child, a son of Malibu Moon out of 
the Deputy Minister mare Bandstand 
was their optimum choice. 

So far the selection process has 
paid handsome dividends. 

Wins in the Eleanor Casey 
Memorial and Its Binn Too Long 
Stakes are just part of Parisian Diva's 
successful resume, and trainer Viands 
believes "We have just scratched the 
surface of her ability." 

He noted, "She's the best horse 
I've ever trained. It's been 11 years 
since I struck out on my own and 
horses like Parisian Diva make it easy 
to get out of bed in the morning. 

The greatest feature about her 
personality is that she tells me when 
she wants to train and how much. 
The combination of regular exercise 
rider Lenworth Kirlew and her has 
been magical." 

Viands cautiously revealed a tale 
of how the two formed their initial 
bond. 

"The first day Lenworth received a 
leg up on Diva was an unexpected 
adventure. I had hoped to send her 
to the training track, because there 


is less traffic and it would be quieter. 
Everything seemed fine until she 
got spooked and ran off. Kirlew sat 
chilly and didn't panic as the two 
headed for the maintenance shed 
filled with equipment, sand and clay. 
After Diva gained her composure, 
she galloped around like a pro and 
thank God has never repeated that 
fiasco." 

Her sire Freedom Child, from the 
female family of Eclipse Champion 
2-year-old Shanghai Bobby, won the 
Peter Pan Stakes-G2 by 13 lengths 
but the 16.2-hand chestnut failed 
to compete beyond his 3-year-old 
season. However, his impeccable 
family lineage triggers regular rider 
J.D. Acosta and trainer Viands to 
believe that Parisian Diva will easily 
cast off the mantra of sprinter and 
assimilate to increasing distances. 

"Diva will be reinvented over time, 
but on our terms," said her trainer. 
"We still have allowance conditions 
available and the Sylvia Bishop 
Memorial in August as our latest 
priorities." 

For now. Viands is grateful to have 
a horse like this under his shedrow 
and credits her groom Bobby 
Connors with keeping her sound and 
happy. 
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Parisian Diva is Maryland-sired, 
Virginia certified and West Virginia- 
bred, so excursions to Laurel Park or 
Colonial Downs are not out of the 
realm of possibility. She made her first 
start away from Charles Town July 
16 at Laurel and finished a strong 
second in the $100,000 Alma North 
Stakes. 

Viands is also quick to recognize 
Dr. Maurice Casey and his staff at 
Mare's Nest Farm for their expertise 
and exceptional care they gave a 
youthful Parisian Diva. 

"For a while, as a baby, I had 
Diva at my place in Summit Point," 
said Viands, "but Melinda and I felt 
the special attention afforded at 
Dr. Casey's and his successful track 
record were too good not to take 
advantage of. We wanted to give 
mom and foal every opportunity for 
success." 

Owner Melinda Golden has been 
in the business since 1969, and this 
is her first stakes winner. For now the 
team is just having fun. 

I stopped by the barn on the 
morning following Parisian Diva's fifth 
consecutive win (May 30) and there 


was Stacey's white pickup truck 
parked adjacent to the tackroom 
door, a cup of lukewarm coffee on 
the dash, condition books strewn on 
the passenger seat and a cigarette 
precariously supported between his 
nicotine processed fingers. 

His smile was so wide it could 
have engulfed one of the low-flying 
barn pigeons. 

For now, everyone on the Charles 
Town backstretch is rooting for the 
popular conditioner and hopes his 
good fortune continues. 

One of Jeff Runco's grooms 
(Quincy Jackson) walked by on 
the end of a shank and nodded 
approval in Viands' direction. Quincy 
rubs Lewisfield, Penguin Power, North 
Atlantic and Aaron's Tap to name a 
few, and his stalls are only feet away 
from his high school best friend. 

It's been 35 years since these 
two wreaked havoc in the halls of 
Jefferson High. 

Upon graduation, Jackson 
traveled up and down the East 
Coast working for some it's finest 
horsemen, while Viands opted to 
remain closer to home. 


Both men know this filly could 
be something special, but realize 
dreams in this business are often 
changed in an instant. 

They use humor to modify the 
mounting pressure that comes with 
training a gifted individual. 

Jackson tells his friend that he has 
an empty stall available in his barn 
if needed, while Viands replies "over 
my dead body." 

Viands says to the gathering 
crowd outside his barn, "Hey did you 
guys hear the TVG analyst last night 
compare Diva with Javier Contreras' 
filly Late Night Pow Wow?" 

In an instance you could hear a 
pin drop and the herd immediately 
dispersed. 

Racetrackers are a superstitious 
lot and prefer not to speak about 
comparisons and possibilities. 

With a yearling full brother in the 
pipeline, hopefully the future remains 
bright for Stacey. His year-end goal, 
like many of his contemporaries, is 
the West Virginia Breeders Classics 
and the winter off at Carl Rafters' 
farm, where she'll be duly afforded 
her status as Diva. 


NOTES TO MEMBERS 

♦ The 10-10-10 program is now called the Supplemental Purse Award Claim, 

for which there are new forms. All claims must be submitted to the WV Racing 
Commission within 15 days from the date the purse is awarded. Claim forms are 
available on the WV Racing Commission website, racing.wv.gov. 

♦ If you are selling or planning to sell your accredited WV-bred and/or sired horse, 
please contact the WVTBA.The WVTBA has started supplying sellers of accredited 
WV-bred and/or sired horses with hip stickers and stall-card stickers to make it 
easier for buyers to identify these horses. Contact the WVTBA office at (304) 728-6868 
or by e-mail at wvbreeders@gmail.com, 

♦ WV Certificates will be issued seven to 10 days after the WVTBA receives the 
original registration form application, all required paperwork and payment. 

♦ The WVTBA office is located at 110 South George Street, Suite 4, Charles Town, WV 
25414. Hours are 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. Tuesday through Saturday. More information may be 
found at www.wvtba.net. 




Optimus Prime tops ratings as 
jump racing heads for tracks 


Rosbrian Farm s Optimus Prime jumped the last fence in his Semmes Memorial victory. 

TOD MARKS PHOTO 


Rosbrian Farm’s Optimus Prime, the easiest of 
winners in his only jumps start this spring, heads 
the National Steeplechase Association’s official 
ratings as the summer racing season begins. 

After jump racing at Monmouth Park on June 
21 and flat racing for hurdlers at Parx Racing 
on July 1, steeplechase races will be conducted 
regularly at Saratoga Race Course and Colonial 
Downs through the remainder of the summer. 

The NSA ratings, instituted in 2015, are the 
expert evaluations of all winners over fences 
who are currently in training. From the start, the 
expert panel has comprised Equibase chart caller 
Martin Chamberlin, Mid-Atlantic Thoroughbred 
Editor Joe Clancy, and race-meet official and 
announcer Will O’Keefe, under the supervision 
of NSA Director of Racing Bill Gallo Jr. 

Optimus Prime, a Grade 1 winner in his first 
U.S. appearance last summer, earned his current 
rating of 161 with a tour-de-force victory in the 
Virginia Gold Cup’s $75,000 David Semmes 
Memorial (Gr. 2) on May 4. 

Ridden confidently by Ross Geraghty, the 
French-bred Optimus Prime stalked the pace 
of Irv Naylor’s Sempre Medici for the first 1% 
miles of the 2 1/8-mile Semmes, took the lead 
at the second to last fence, opened a length lead 
over the last, and widened to the finish line with 
no urging from his rider. 

He won by 6 3 A lengths over Sempre Medici, 
who in turn was 18 lengths clear of Invocation 
in third. 

Trainer Ricky Hendriks said the most likely 
next jump start for Optimus Prime will be 
Saratoga’s $150,000 A. P. Smithwick Memorial 
(Gr. 1) on July 25. Optimus Prime opened the 
U.S. phase of his racing career with a win in 


Saratoga’s New York Turf Writers Cup Handicap 
(Gr. 1) last August. This year’s running of 
Saratoga’s signature steeplechase race, also with 
a $150,000 purse, is scheduled for Aug. 22. 

Second in the ratings at 157 is Naylor’s 
Bedrock, who has yet to start this year after 
being exported from Scotland. For trainer Iain 
Jardine, he won two stakes races in Ireland last 
fall, both at long odds. Imported horses carry 
their most recent overseas rating onto the NSA 
list before being evaluated on their U.S. form. 


Third on the list at 154 is Bruton Street-US’s 
Scorpiancer, who scored a gutty one-length 
victory in the $150,000 Calvin Houghland 
Iroquois (Gr. 1) on May 11. Winner of the 
2017 Iroquois and that year’s Eclipse Award, 
Scorpiancer missed the 2018 season and was 
pulled up in Middleburg Spring’s Temple 
Gwathmey Handicap (Gr. 2) on April 20. 

Finshing third in the three-mile Nashville 
hurdle was Bruton Street-US’s Moscato, the 
Gwathmey winner who was rated at 144. 
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[ OWNERS BY EARNINGS 


Sts 

1st 

2nd 

3rd 

Earnings 

Bruton Street-US 

25 

4 

6 

5 

$267,250 

Mrs. S.K. Johnston Jr. 

24 

6 

4 

5 

160,000 

Riverdee Stable 

9 

2 

2 

2 

144,200 

Irvin S. Naylor 

33 

4 

5 

5 

123,150 

Rosbrian Farm 

13 

3 

3 

0 

108,350 

Irvin L. Crawford II 

2 

2 

0 

0 

90,000 

Ballybristol Farm 

7 

2 

2 

0 

88,250 

DASH Stable 

5 

2 

2 

1 

65,900 

KMSN Stable 

6 

2 

0 

1 

50,750 

Woodslane Farm 

9 

2 

2 

0 

43,350 

[ TRAINERS BY WINS 


[ JOCKEYS BY WINS 


Sts 

1st 

2nd 

3rd 

Earnings 

Michael Mitchell 

41 

15 

5 

5 

$406,450 

Sean McDermott 

42 

9 

4 

9 

342,000 

Jack Doyle 

42 

7 

4 

5 

245,150 

Richard Boucher 

12 

4 

1 

1 

68,700 

Ross Geraghty 

27 

3 

6 

3 

152,450 

Hadden Frost 

10 

3 

2 

0 

72,550 

Eddie Keating 

15 

3 

1 

5 

74,100 

Aaron Sinnott 

13 

3 

1 

0 

52,000 

Eric Poretz 

11 

2 

3 

1 

113,850 

Willie McCarthy 

28 

2 

7 

3 

105,400 

[ HORSES BY EARNINGS 

L.___ -4 



Sts 

1st 

2nd 

3rd 

Earnings 


Jack Fisher 

72 

22 

13 

8 

$766,950 

Senior Senator 

Jonathan Sheppard 

33 

7 

1 

7 

184,100 

Scorpiancer (Ire) 

Katherine Neilson 

35 

6 

5 

5 

155,500 

Andi’amu (Fr) 

Ricky Hendriks 

40 

5 

5 

6 

171,150 

City Dreamer (Ire) 

Leslie F. Young 

20 

4 

4 

3 

126,500 

Gibralfaro (Ire) 

Lilith Boucher 

8 

4 

1 

1 

66,400 

Moscato (Fr) 

Joseph G. Davies 

16 

2 

2 

1 

114,700 

Sportswear (GB) 

Neil R. Morris 

20 

2 

2 

4 

58,450 

Corky Lemon 

Mark Beecher 

16 

2 

1 

1 

58,700 

Optimus Prime (Fr) 

Julie Gomena 

31 

1 

6 

3 

73,950 

Schoodic 


Earnings 

$90,000 

90,000 

78,000 

78,000 

64,500 

60,000 

48,000 

45,600 

45,000 

42,000 


Senior Senator, Scorpiancer top spring earnings list 


For the first time in recent memory, a 
timber horse stands atop the earnings list at 
the conclusion of the National Steeplechase 
Association spring season. Skip Crawford’s 
Senior Senator, winner of the Grand National 
and Maryland Hunt Cup for the second straight 


year, shares the top spot with Bruton Street-US’s 
Scorpiancer, the Calvin Houghland Iroquois 
(Gr. 1) winner, at $90,000. 

Leading trainer Jack Fisher is on path for a 
record-setting year after accumulating 22 wins 
during the spring season, more than three times 


as many as second-place Jonathan Sheppard. 
Fisher also has a sizable lead in the earnings 
column, with $766,950. 

Michael Mitchell won three races on Fair 
Hill’s two cards and opened a six-win lead in 
the jockey standings. He also leads by purses. 
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SKIP BALL 


In Memoriam 


ALEX BALDWIN 

Owner, trainer and co-owner of a barn 
at Fair Hill Training Center in Maryland, 
Alex Baldwin died in April. He was 77. 

Baldwin was from Boyce, Va., and 
trained a small stable for nearly four 
decades starting in 1978. He never saddled 
more than 50 starters in a single season, 
and won a career-high 10 races in 1986. 
Equibase listed 90 career wins and he 
trained (among others) 15-time winner 
Rightorwrongfrank in the 1980s. 

Baldwin’s horsemanship was respon¬ 
sible for at least two major winners, even if 
they reached their highest levels for other 
connections. He purchased Brunswick as a 
yearling at Keeneland September in 1990, 
sent him out to a debut win at Philadelphia 
Park the next year and sold him to Gail 
and Jerry Denker and trainer Anthony 
Margotta Jr. In 1993, Brunswick won 
the Whitney Handicap-Gl at Saratoga. 
Brunswick won eight races and earned 
$412,960. 

Earlier, Baldwin purchased Beldale 
Flutter as a yearling and sold him as a 2-year- 
old in California in 1980. Campaigned 
by trainer Michael Jarvis for owner Tony 
Kelly in England, Beldale Flutter won the 
William Hill Futurity-Gl over Shergar at 
Doncaster in 1980 and the Benson and 
Hedges Gold Cup-Gl at York in 1981. 

LOUISE CHRISTMAS 

Horsewoman Louise Christmas, man¬ 
ager of her family’s Idle Miss Farm in 
Monkton, Md., died June 8. She was 84. 
The former Louise White was born in 
Baltimore and 
grew up in Roland 
Park and later on a 
farm in Pikesville. 
She graduated 
from Garrison 
Forest School and 
followed her step¬ 
father James 
Hechter, a trainer 
and sales agent, 
into racing. 

As a teenager, she rode show horses 
and was an exercise rider at Pimlico Race 
Course, where she met her husband Billy 
Christmas. Married in 1953, they owned, 
bred, trained and raised Thoroughbreds 
for decades. Among the best was five-time 
stakes winner Terrible Tiger, a multiple 
track record setter and winner of 23 races. 
The Christmases owned and operated the 
Maryland Sales Agency Thoroughbred 
auction company for a decade. 


Beyond horses, and raising four boys, 
Louise was known as an animal lover—car¬ 
ing for dogs, cats, goats, foxes, donkeys, 
raccoons, a skunk and even an injured 
buzzard. 

Survivors include her husband, sons 
R. Whitney Christmas, Dr. James T. “JT” 
Christmas and B. Frank “Biff” Christmas; 
brother Taylor White, six grandchildren 
and five great-grandchildren. She was pre¬ 
ceded in death by a brother John and son 
Willi am G. “Chris” Christmas Jr. 

KIM BONIFACE 

Kim Boniface, daughter of Bonita 
Farm owners Bill and Joan Boniface, died 
May 12. She was 51. 

Boniface was a trainer, former ama¬ 
teur jockey and important staffer at the 
Maryland farm along with much of her 
family. Never having more than 100 starts 
as a trainer in a year, her top performers 
included stakes winner and graded stakes- 
placed Field Cat, and $213,525-earner 
Corporate Storm. Her last winner was 
multiple stakes-placed Dialin at Delaware 
Park in August 2018. 

Survivors include her parents, brothers 
Kevin, John and Billy and sister Bonita. 
Kim Boniface graduated from The John 
Carroll School and according to her family 
loved sunrises, beaches, mowing, family, 
music but most of all her loyal horse Field 
Cat. Contributions in Kim’s honor may 
be made to the Maryland Horse Industry 
Foundation at P.O. Box 427, Timonium, 
Md., 21094. 

J.J. CRUPI 

Trainer, sales consignor and veteran 
horseman James “J.J.” Crupi died May 23. 
Crupi attended the Fasig-Tipton Midlantic 
2-year-old sale at Timonium, Md., where 
he had a consignment, and worked the 
opening session May 20 before being 
admitted to a Maryland hospital. He died 
a few days later. He was 79. 

A New Jersey native, Crupi trained for 
years on the Mid-Atlantic circuit-winning 
training titles at Monmouth Park and the 
Meadowlands while winning 958 races 
according to Equibase. In 1995, Crupi 
opened New Castle Farm near Ocala, Fla., 
as a base for his breaking, training and pin¬ 
hooking business. Among the top horses 
he prepped were Kentucky Derby-Gl win¬ 
ner Always Dreaming, champions Uncle 
Mo and Trinniberg, Breeders’ Cup win¬ 
ners Little Mike and Liam’s Map, plus Stay 
Thirsty, Macho Again, Vineyard Haven 
and Zensational. 


Just this year, former Crupi pupil Vino 
Rosso won the Grade 1 Gold Cup at Santa 
Anita May 27 while surpassing $1.2 million 
in earnings. At Fasig-Tipton’s March sale in 
Florida, Crupi sold a $3.65 million 2-year- 
old colt by Curlin to top the sale. 

LESTER RAO 

Lester Maxwell Rao, 64, of Shepherds- 
town, WVa., died May 11. The native of 
Ethiopia was a blacksmith in the West 
Virginia racing community and trained 
a small stable that included homebreds. 
Survivors include his life-partner, Maura 
O’Brien, sons Patrick and Lester “Lee” 
Rao, sister Lorraine Rao, brother Larry 
Rao, and numerous aunts, uncles, nieces, 
nephews, cousins and extended family. 

STEPHEN QUICK 

Owner/breeder Stephen Edward 
Quick, a former Maryland Horse Breeders 
Association board member whose top 
runners includ¬ 
ed Maryland- 
bred champions 
Kattegat’s Pride 
and her million¬ 
aire granddaughter 
Silmaril, and five¬ 
time stakes winner 
Lexi Star, died May 
31. He was 87. 

The Harford 
County native 
born July 4 served 
in the U.S. Army 
during the Korean War, and established 
himself as a carpenter on his return. He 
later became a real estate broker, home 
builder and land developer. 

In 1976, Quick purchased an old dairy/ 
apple orchard in Forest Hill and developed 
St. Omer’s Farm into a premier Maryland 
Thoroughbred nursery. Graded stakes- 
winning homebred Kattegat’s Pride won 
19 races, earned $511,812 and became a 
foundation broodmare along with her dam 
Pilgrim’s Pride. Kattegat’s Pride’s daughter 
Kattebuck produced Silmaril, whose 16 
wins included a dozen stakes. Lexi Star, 
whose dam Frozen Lock was out of a half- 
sister to Kattegat’s Pride, won 12 races and 
earned $605,424. 

Survivors include his wife of 40 
years, Susan, and stepchildren Suzanne 
and Charles “Chip” Wheeler, the latter 
owner and operator of WynOaks Farm in 
Pennsylvania with wife Barbara, and two 
grandchildren. 
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SKIP DICKSTEIN 


Looking Back 


10years ago 

I Rachel Alexandra became the first filly 
in 85 years to win the Preakness, turning 
back Kentucky Derby winner Mine That 
Bird to win by a length. 

Purchased by Jess Jackson and Harold 
McCormick five days after her 20!4-length 
victory in the Kentucky Oaks-Gl and 
turned over to trainer Steve Asmussen, 
Rachel Alexandra came close to not get- 



Rachel Alexandra holds off Mine That Bird (left) 
and makes history in winning the Preakness. 


ting into the classic as she hadn’t been 
nominated to the Triple Crown-if the 
race drew 14 other runners, she would 
be excluded. Thirteen were entered. She 
broke from the outside post and led at 
every call. 

“She’s a freak,” said Asmussen. “She’s 
going to be compared to the all-time 
greats.” 

Rachel Alexandra was inducted into the 
National Racing Hall of Fame in herfirst year 
of eligibility in 2016. 

I The 2-year-old sales market remained 
strong despite a tough economy as the 
Fasig-Tipton Midlantic May sale saw 
a record price of $850,000 for a Tapit 
colt and a plummeting buy-back rate. 

The second-highest price was for a half- 
brother to Kentucky Derby winner Mine 
That Bird purchased by Cot Campbell’s 
Dogwood Stable for $485,000. Both 
colts were consigned by Georgia-based 
pinhooker Cary Frommer, who soon 
relocated to South Carolina. 

I Renowned photographer, writer, editor 
and library director Peter Winants died at 
the age of 82. 


A Maryland native, Winants’ career 
in equine journalism began as photogra¬ 
pher for The Maryland Horse in the early 
1960s. He went on to become editor of 
The Chronicle of the Horse in the 1970s 
and served as director of the National 
Sporting Library in Middleburg, Va., in 
the 1990s. He was also the author of five 
books on steeplechasing, the first about 
timber great Jay Trump and his victory in 
the Grand National at Aintree. 

I The life of Broad Brush, one of 
the toughest and most accomplished 
Maryland-breds of all time, was 
remembered after the 26-year-old stallion 
was euthanized at Gainesway Farm near 
Lexington, Ky., where the nation’s leading 
sire of 1994 stood his entire career. 

The son of Ack Ack, bred and owned 
by Robert E. Meyerhoff and trained by 
Richard Small, won or placed in 24 of 
27 starts and retired with a Maryland- 
bred earnings record of $2,656,793. At 
stud, he sired two Maryland-bred mil¬ 
lionaires—Breeders’ Cup Classic-Gl 
winner Concern ($3,079,350) and 
$1,659,560-earner Include, both 
Maryland-bred Horses of the Year, as was 
their sire. 

The sire of 93 stakes winners, Broad 
Brush had been pensioned since June 
2004. 


50years ago 

I Three stakes wins over three 
consecutive Saturdays in June propelled 
the 3-year-old Maryland-bred colt North 
Flight to the upper echelon of his 
division. The son of Misty Flight won, in 
succession, Delaware Park’s Kent Stakes 
on the turf, Monmouth Park’s Long 
Branch over a sloppy track and Delaware 
Park’s Leonard Richards on the turf. 

Trained by Eddie Anspach for Mr. and 
Mrs. William Mayer’s Compass Farm, the 
colt was foaled at Billy Christmas’ 
Deepwell Farm 10 days before he and his 
dam North Page were sent to the 
Maryland Spring Sale in Timonium. The 



Mayers, part owners of only one other 
horse at the time, purchased the mare and 
foal for $13,000. North Flight had already 
earned more than $130,000. 

The backstory of North Page made the 
breeding game enticing—the mare was sold 
at auction in Virginia in 1963 for $500. 
Noted the buyer, E.W Bowen: “Most of 
the horses sold at the Front Royal 
Livestock Sale go for dog meat. North 
Page was the highest-priced horse of the 
day. I just bought her to take a chance on. 
She had a real bad breeding record but she 
had the pedigree.” Two years later Bowen 
sold her privately to Jerry Kirk while carry¬ 
ing North Flight for $5,000. 

North Flight would go on win six stakes, 
place in 17 others, including seconds in the 
United Nations and Man o' War, and earn 
$332,313. He retired to stud in Virginia and 
eventually moved to Merry land Farm in 
Maryland. A stakes sire, he is found in the pedi¬ 
gree of Grade 1 winner Tenski. His daughter 
Mercy Flite was the dam of 14 winners from 16 
starters, including stakes winners Honorable 
Flight and Mercy Me. 

I Two-year-old Rollicking was 
undefeated in four starts, and throwing 

on three stakes in three weeks in June. 



Rollicking remained undefeated in four juvenile 
starts and won two stakes in 11 days. 


attention to his sire Rambunctious, who 
stood at Harold Herman’s Red Oak 
Farms in Poolesville, Md. With only three 
crops of racing age, Rambunctious had 
four stakes winners. Herman purchased 
the *Rasper II stallion from Mrs. 

Milton Erlanger in the fall of 1967, and 
Rambunctious had full books his first 
two breeding seasons at Red Oak. Asked 
what had the success of Rambunctious’ 
offspring done for Herman and his 
farm, the reply was “Gotten me awfully 
confused. . . I don’t know whether I 
should quit my job and devote full time to 
horses, or sell my horses and devote full 
time to my job.” 
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25years ago 

I Virginian David P. Reynolds, retired 
chairman of his family’s Reynolds Metal 
Company, turned his attention more fully 
to racing upon his retirement and had his 
greatest success when Tabasco Cat, a 
Storm Cat colt bred and owned in 
partnership with his friend William T. 
Young, won the Grade 1 Preakness and 
Belmont Stakes. 

Tabasco Cat descended from the mare 
*Cancelada whom Reynolds purchased 
more than 25 years earlier. Although the 
majority of Tabasco Cat’s family was 
based in Kentucky, Reynolds kept nearly 
half his broodmares at Worthington 
Farms in Glyndon, owned by J.WY. 
“Duck” Martin and his wife Glennie, 
Reynold’s niece. Worthington stallions 
Lord Gaylord and Northern Raja were 
part owned by Reynolds. 

In the story by Jack Mann, Reynolds 
recalled his lifetime with horses, back to 
the first horse he ever bred, a colt named 
Be Somebody, who lost the rich World’s 
Playground Stakes in 1962 by a head to 
Rambunctious. “David Reynolds, 79, 
remembered Be Somebody distinctly, even 
in the afterglow of Tabasco Cat’s 2-length 
triumph in the Belmont. ‘John Rotz was 
the rider. He switched his stick and tapped 
the colt left-handed, threw him off stride. 
It was such a disappointment. I didn’t 
know if I’d ever have another one that 
good.’” 

I Tabasco Cat brought a lot of scrutiny 
because The Jockey Club approved 
the trademarked first word of his 
name. David Reynold’s daughter Dotty 
Brotherton chose the name for the fiery 
chestnut colt out of Barbicue Sauce in 
part because of his color. 



William T. Young (left) and David P. Reynolds lead 
Tabasco Cat into the Preakness winner’s circle. 


The name was the domain of the 
Mcllhenny Company of Avery Island, 

La., and while vice-president Paul C.P. 
Mcllhenny said he appreciated all the pub¬ 
licity, he noted: “We just wouldn’t like it to 
go on in the breeding.” 

Jim Peden, director of communica¬ 
tions for The Jockey Club, acknowledged 
the mistake and said, “Friendly corre¬ 
spondence between the company and Mr. 
Young drew our attention to the fact that 
it is copyrighted. Any subsequent appli¬ 
cations for names that include the word 
‘tabasco’ will be denied.” 

1 Preakness week saw Mid-Atlantic-bred 
runners win eight of 10 Pimlico stakes 
leading up to the classic. The Grade 2 
Black-Eyed Susan was won by Maryland- 
bred Calipha, a daughter of Maryland 
sire Two Punch. Virginia-bred Paradise 
Creek turned back Lure to win the Grade 

2 Dixie, and in his next start won the 
Grade 1 Manhattan at Belmont to remain 


undefeated in six starts for the year, all 
stakes. 

The Grade 2 Pimlico Distaff went 
to Virginia-bred filly Double Sixes. 
Maryland-bred Secret Odds defeated 
Virginia-bred Honor the Hero to win 
the Maryland Budweiser Breeders’ Cup 
Handicap-G3. 

I Popular young Maryland sire 
Norquestor got his first winner in his 
first crop when Frio River led gate-to- 
wire in a maiden special weight at Laurel. 
Norquestor stood at Allen and Audrey 
Murray’s Murmur Farm in Darlington. 

I The region was well represented when 
the 1994 National Racing Hall of Fame 
inductees were announced—Pennsylvania 
native Warren “Jimmy” Croll Jr., decades- 
long Monmouth Park-based trainer 
of such stalwarts as Holy Bull, Mr. 
Prospector, Bet Twice and Parka; Virginia- 
bred Arts and Letters, bred and owned 
by Paul Mellon’s Rokeby Stable; and 
Pennsylvania-bred Flatterer, the four-time 
Eclipse Award winner co-bred and trained 
by Jonathan Sheppard for co-breeder/ 
owner William Pape. 



Legendary Monmouth Park trainer 
Jimmy Croll was elected into the 
National Racing Hall of Fame in 1994. 


75years ago 


I Cover horse Lord Calvert was one of two 
runners with strong Maryland connections to 
win Delaware Park stakes, scoring for owner 
WP. Wetherall in the Sussex Handicap. The 
son of Maryland sire Discovery was trained by 
Frank A. “Downey” Bonsai Jr. 

Baltimorian O.L. Bonifay’s Mouse Hole won 
a division of the Kent Stakes for 3-year-olds. 

He was trained Danny Shea, who had recently 
returned to the track after two years in the 
Army. 

I Editor Humphrey Finney was able to take 
a break from his duties with the Coast Guard 


and spend an afternoon watching races in 
North Charleston, S.C., where the first summer 
meeting of the Charleston Jockey Club was 
underway. Noted Finney: “Long years ago, 
when America was in its infancy, the Charleston 
Jockey Club was the meeting place for the 
colony’s elite. . . today there still exists that 
sporting spirit. . .” 

Joining Finney at the races was Nick 
Saegmuller, war-furloughed secretary of the 
Virginia Horsemen’s Association, and H.A. 
“Jimmie” Jones, “son of and right bower of 
Calumet’s B.A.” 
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Classifieds 


Mk 

Patterson Price Real Estate 

Land & Farm Properties 

Maryland • Delaware • Pennsylvania 

Selling Horse Farms 

Patterson 

for 39 years and counting 

Price 

A. John Price 


302-379-6318 888-909-FARM 


BOARDING/FOALING/ 

BREAKING/LAYUPS 

DAYDREAM FARM: Hamburg, PA. Rehabs, layups and 
sales prep. Personalized care. Odyssey Proformance. 
Trainer on farm. Broodmares and foaling. Reasonable 
rates, references available, www.daydreamfarmpa. 
com. Call (610) 780-0972. 


FOR SALE 


QUALITY HAY AND STRAW: C. MARK SCHNELLE. 
Tri-State area deliveries. (302) 690-1470 or 
cmschnelle54@gmail.com 


HORSES FOR SALE 


3-IN-1 PACKAGE: Allowance-winning Labeeb (GB) 
mare La Tina in foal to Irish War Cry with 3/14/19 Great 
Notion colt by her side. Dam of 3 winners including 
$100,000+ earner. Priced to sell. Call (301) 752-0351 

MORE 3-IN-1 PACKAGES: NY-winning Tiznow mare 
Tiz Elusive, w/Bandbox colt at side. Allowance-winning 
Speightstown mare Abracadabra, out of a half to 
English Channel, w/Golden Lad filly. Both mares in foal 
to Irish War Cry. Priced to sell. Call (301) 752-0351. 

YEARLINGS & BROODMARE: Mosler filly out of Atlantic 
Tide. Forty Tales filly out of Clever Me. Orientate 


gelding out of Lucette (MM-cert.). All MD-breds and 
VA-certified. Hook and Ladder broodmare l/F Cuba. 
MUST SELL. Call (804) 731-1167 


MISCELLANEOUS 


HAVE A BARN? GOT MICE? Contact BARCS Bam Cat 
Program. BARCS is the largest animal shelter in MD, 
taking in 12,000 animals annually and we periodically 
receive cats that are not well-socialized or have other 
issues that make them poor candidates as indoor pets. 
We want them to live full lives. YOU: must complete 
an adoption application; supply the barn and agree to 
provide food, water, basic vet care. For 2 weeks cats 
must be confined in crates (from BARCS if needed) so 



• Jockey Colors 

• Blinkers 

• Embroidery 

• Saddle Cloths 


Cathy Morse (410) 562-5066 
sttchsbychloe@hotmail.com 

www.stitchesbychloe.com 


they can learn you are their food source and adjust to 
the sights/sounds/smells of their new home. WE: supply 
fixed and vaccinated cats and guidance. No adoption 
fee for barn cats! Save a life-e-mail foster@baltimore 
animalshelter.org, catfoster4barcs@outlook.com or call 
(410) 396-4695. 


Germania Farms 

Aldie, Virginia • Est. 1976 



Complete Dispersal of 
Racing and Breeding Stock 


Over the past 43 years, Germania Farms has had its share of 
foals, winners, stakes horses, home-breds, allowance horses, 
auction purchases and claiming standouts. All to be sold 
privately. Request the entire stock list by e-mail or via text. 

e-mail: germaniahorse@aol.com* tel: 703-618-2365 
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ACROSTIC 


By Vinnie Perrone 


W aiting for the blacksmith, the vet, post time for your horse’s race? Maybe you just have a little time on your hands. Regardless, 
try this acrostic puzzle, created by writer (and word puzzler) Vinnie Perrone. Not quite a crossword puzzle, a little more than 
Sudoku, an acrostic tests your knowledge of racing and other trivia. When you’re done, the puzzle reveals a quote from the 
Mid-Atlantic Thoroughbred archives and the speaker’s name/topic. Solution provided next month. 


HOW TO SOLVE: Define clues in Words column. Transfer 
letters to diagram. Quotation reads across; first letters of 
Words column, vertically, form acrostic of speaker’s name 
and topic. NOTE: The puzzle contains no punctuation. 


CLUES 

WORDS 

A. Jockey Hill 

3 145 64 115 35 52 86 163 

B. Eccentric 

21 51 13 138 82 67 126 

C. O'Neill $50K claim made 
Hall of Fame in '15: 2 wds. 

54 109 9 141 96 71 155 

D. He wrote The Thin Man 

and The Maltese Falcon 

56 104 32 121 10 144 72 

E. Rally stronger than 

130 22 116 50 92 154 75 

F. Like a handicap horse 
given a light impost: hyph. 

140 34 118 87 157 


63 53 97 6 106 76 131 19 

G. Negative vote 

40 25 143 

H. Assemble races: 2 wds. 

93 142 2 111 57 160 41 122 26 80 66 

1. The Chesapeake Bay 
is one 

18 98 47 74 158 90 107 

J. Huntsman's aide who 
manages hounds: hyph. 

30 73 48 148 128 15 110 4 162 

K. Move a horse in a circle 

at the end of a line 

134 45 5 68 108 

L. A green runner, often 

39 153 91 59 24 114 1 77 

M. Fletch star was original 
SNL cast member: 2 wds. 

105 44 117 83 135 16 151 61 31 94 

N. A beer tap draws from it 

101 43 124 

0. '73 Wood runner-up won 
the Santa Anita Derby 

60 125 i00 20 

P. Five-time Olympic 
equestrian Kursinski 

12 147 49 36 

Q. Queen of Egypt in 14th 
century B.C. 

46 89 136 29 78 17 159 99 120 

R. Sign of tiredness 

65 132 58 8? 

S. Like a horse with a 

temperature above 102° F 

14 103 88 137 69 152 38 119 

T. Losing money: 3 wds. 

161 7 129 79 146 37 112 28 

U. Third planet from the sun 

8 95 133 156 113 

V. He trained Secretariat 
and Riva Ridge 

62 33 149 85 123 23 


W. With 'The,' 1978 Vietnam_ _ 

epic won best film: 2 wds. 55 102 70 13942 127 27 15084 11 



(MIKE) SMITH: JUSTIFY THE WONDER. DID YOU SEE HIM STANDING IN THE GATE? HE 
WAS JUST SO STILL, I ACTUALLY THOUGHT, 'HE'S NOT GOING TO BREAK TODAY.' AND 
THEN HE LEFT THERE LIKE HE WAS GOING FOUR HUNDRED AND FORTY YARDS IN 
RUIDOSO, NEW MEXICO. 


A. 

Shadwell 

H. Sinatra 

O. 

Eton 

B. 

Mixed sale 

1. Tootsie 

P. 

Wicked Strong 

C. 

In the Heights 

J. Inaugural 

Q. 

Odds board 

D. 

Tainted 

K. Faraway 

R. 

Noted 

E. 

High Yield 

L. Young 

S. 

Donkey 

F. 

John Gunther 

M. Testify 

T. 

Emigh 

G. 

Useful 

N. Hutcheson 

U. 

Root 
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PAST TIME 


A. Aubrey Bodine 



Sea Horses. Still part of summer on the Eastern Shore of Virginia, the Chincoteague 
Pony Swim is set for July 24 this year and—much like it has for years—involves moving a 
selection of wild ponies from Assateague Island to Chincoteague Island. The ponies are 
auctioned to benefit the Chincoteague Volunteer Fire Company. According to tradition, the 
ponies are descendants of Spanish horses that were shipwrecked off the coast hundreds of 
years ago. Another explanation is that they are offspring of ponies that strayed from Virginia 
plantations. Either way, they annually spark memories of author Marguerite Henry’s children’s 
books and movie based on a real-life (though not wild) Chincoteague pony named Misty. 


Photo journalist A. Aubrey Bodine, who worked at the Baltimore Sun for 50 years —from 1920 until his death 
in 1970 —captured many scenes of Maryland horses, farms and racing. He was regarded worldwide as one of 
the finest pictorialists of the 20th century Mid-Atlantic Thoroughbred features his work in Past Time. 

Image #09-006 www.aaubreybodine.com 

For the entire collection of equine-related photos, visit www.aaubreybodine.com/page/default.asp?tag=Horses 
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Congratulations to the connections 
of these impressive 
2019 Winners _ 
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2019 KENTUCKY DERBY WINNER 

COUNTRY HOUSE 
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Runhappy Stakes winner Gallorette Stakes G3 winner 2YO winner at Churchill on 5.31.19 2YO winner at Laurel on 6.7.19 

at Belmont on 5.11.19 at Pimlico on 5.18.19 


WEBB CARROLL TRAINING CENTER 

ST. MATTHEWS, SC • OFFICE: 803.655.5738 • EMAIL: OFFICE@WEBBCARROLL.COM • WWW.WEBBCARR0LL.COM 

















Colonial Downs August 8 th - September 7 th 

Restricted races daily for VA-Bred, VA-Sired & VA-Certified horses. 
Owners earn 25% more when your Virginia horse wins in open company. 



Visit www.vabred.org for more details. 

Virginia Thoroughbred Association | 250 West Main Street, Suite 100, Charlottesville, VA 22902 | (434) 977-3716 







Want the hard copy? 

Enjoying the digital edition, but would love the feel of the actual 
magazine in your hands and on your coffee table? 

Subscribe today. 

Each month Mid-Atlantic Thoroughbred delivers 
information, entertainment and superb photography 
right to your doorstop. Find out why we are the most 
widely read Thoroughbred publication in the region. 
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□ 


SUBSCRIBE! Keep abreast of what’s going on in the 

Mid-Atlantic’s thriving Thoroughbred industry with the best 
coverage of racing and breeding in the region available. 

3 years, 36 issues for $86* 2 years, 24 issues for $65* 


1 year, 12 issues for $36* 

*Additional postage for foreign subscriptions. 

Digital edition available as a member benefit to Mid-Atlantic Thoroughbred Club. Join online at MidAtlanticTB.com 

Name_ 


Address . 
E-mail _ 


Payment enclosed (check or money order) or charge: Visa Ql MasterCard Discover 

Account No.____Expire date_/_Sec. code 

Signature_ 


MHBA Publications, P.O. Box 427, Timonium, MD 21094 


(410) 252-2100 or fax 560-0503 


or subscribe online at MidAtlanticTB.com 














